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seais, more than any gther party gained ana in lraland’'s second
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Jevmastating blow e Britain's T 10

for Britinh withdrawal and Irish freedom

Yes the increase in our vote by &n thousana W
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vote increased significantly is due

Republicans like vourselves who've tumes an

imtenas aoouull yob o0 the Reptihlican atriggls

govemment, and its propagandisis. In the Six.C

80,000 electors saw through the censorshio and t

They supporied Sinn Féin activisis who w

'.&aciem;?;".j; 4id o die if neceal3ary for

Penpie like Sheena Campbell and Alan Lur

O'Hayan. Eddie Fullerton to nama only & ;

support to those wno rarused 10 submit

people |ike Alex Maskey, Gerard McCuiga

Smith in Castlewelian.

Many of those activists are here today, We should take thi
opportunity 1o thank and pay tribute to e bravery, intsili
and dignity of the most couragous politicians Ini lreland. Cu
admiraticn also goes out to their familiss and the famili
everyone who endure she terrarism of pro-British murde
The strength of the VOl&s given to our elected repr
increasingly exposes ine undemocratic policies

would disenfranchise the people only we can re

Fifty one Sinn Fein councillors were elected,

women. Because of the inequalities of society the achievemenis
of Republican women candidates is all the grealar. One of them,
Una Gillespie, & young woman t.om Belfast, gained the biggest
voie of all. Bemie Bradley and Mary Nelis were glected in Derry.
Margaret McKenna, South Derry. Marie Moore and Annie Armstrond,
Relfast and Lisbum and Denise Sutton, Dungannon. We have here
today other Sian Eéin councillors from throughout freland. We
should zlso pay tribute © them, they work just as hard, and as we
witnessed with the murder of Eddie Fuilerton take the same risks.
They, all of them, stand here with us today as United Irelanders,
representatives of the oniy anti-partitionist political party in
Ireland with elected councillors ail over this island.
Before the local gwemment elections our opponents to

alectorate they should not vote for Sinn Féin becalse

Id the
heir voies




would, i lI:;-_, daiterinally, e hileipieted as voles [ul auned
struggle. Well the election is over and | would like to nail that
Qur voters ara freedom voters. They voie f-:-r British government
withdrawa!l and the right of the 'r'=‘h le to national self-
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have ge failed
political map of the 26
ity problem. [t requires '
change of attitude

Ard C}*om_lre have discu d this situation and ars

SEE
iven the will and sarinis commitment tn chanoge

anvinesd that g
we have the ability 10 turn the situation around. There are many
areas throughout -h|:5 atate where conziderable work has been
done. Qur councillors, like their colleagues in the North, have
advanced anr agenda against all the odds. They need b"ch up and

nce. we need more Hcpublls;n representatives elecied io

increass their influence as a political party. This can cﬂw be done
by sheer had work, determination Ir*.'4-1:. commitment. We must be
involved inevery issue which affects our people. Our activisis
must campaign on the issues of unemployment, low pay, poverty,
women's rights an! smigtation. This sl e linked W0 our demand
or an end to partition 4nnBritish withdrawal from the Six

unties. Jk pr-rw vfh::"t is committed to progressive social and
ECONOMIC changes and 1o Insn Independence would De It lune witl
the thinking f many pﬂf_'lplﬁ in the 26 Counties.
Section 31 and the continuing ocncorchip of Sinn Féin ic
epacifically designed to prevent Sinn Fain frem pragressing its
politicel project. There can be no doubt that there are people in
tha Duhlin gavarnmant and madia who are sariously embarrassed
about the censorship of democratically mandated political
representatives. Those in government and in the media who
belisve one thing but do another should be ashamed of themselves
znd RTE. who have the cheek to regard themselves as a national




broadcasting agency are, in the
short of a national disgrace
The Nationalist community in tha
Republican throughout Irelanc reel
disqust and contempt for ¢ .
d the pro-British bias of
f little hard on
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r all Ken Magirnis

interview.
jets an odd
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‘mon forget RTE. Ac far as
exist. Those who live
If you went more | T
' “1e ioneliness g Na-.ima!-.;-;a community,
discrimination, [0OY: 1 and partition
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despair ar‘rj the rn': that Britisi
tch BTE and |
t-"“e:,f are. .\A chasl D | figgins |
and repeal Section 3‘._
disinfuring, L glcuuiayes ignorances,
conflict.
Let me take this vpportunity to commend aill those who have led
fight back against the revisionism of our history. Let me also
make a special mention of those who have confronted head on the
attempts to appease Paisley and Mayhew on Aricles 2 & 3. The \
T g Ak i T o e e S natinnaliy ie widal i we .
are to have a future to pass on to our children.
Much has been heard in recent times about ne alisnation of the
Unionists. Some commentators, mr;lumrq politicians and senior
clergy have even amsmpted fo raticnalise the ongoing Loy alisl
murder campalgn in this context. |r1 recent times thirtee
members of Sinn Féin have boon murdersd b ¢ loyalist deat
squads. From January 1990 over 100 Cathol ics have been
slaughtered in a blatant and deliberate cam ipzign of wholeszle
intimidation by loyalist gangs.
The Bran Nelson case is the tip of the iceberg and shows
undeniably that British intelligence controlled, directed and
5l [:phed the UDA. None of this comes as any surprise to
Renublicans. We have known for years that the British military,
Al E infiuencing the aclivilies ul 1u~,fc,ll.u doath sgueads. There ia no
confusion either about why this is happening. It has a two-fold
purpose. They hoped that by dra gging the IRA into a religious war,
the war in Ireland can be portrayed as sectarian and secondly they




cought to intimidate and break the icaislaiice of
Tnamc‘L.!yr neither of their two main chjsctives ha
Republican resistance has not been oroken

has ensured that the only sectarian
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they are not attacked.

fhe manipulation and expioitaiicn of Unio \

Is a classic counter insurgsncy stiratcgy. F‘ t the [HA to
credit have stooud Lachk uimn Brilaii's Geme plan. Repuplicans
understand that the real enemy of the Irsh pr:-or'me L’“c::?ﬂmlc
PFOLES-'.E."I. and Dissen tr itist '

who are ihe real

our country.

We salute the IRA's reiusal to be sid ed into 2 cul-de-sac of
sectarian warfare.

As Irish Republicans our task if not to see the politica

difficulties "*rcnugh Nationalist eyes alone. The Unionist
community have real fears also. I”.a.._, of them suspect that the
Brtish govermment is slackening its hold on the Six Counties and
they are no longer wanied. They believe they will eventuaily be
sold out by the British.

| reiferate that the Republican demand for a British withdrawal ig
not aimed at unionists. [t is a demand that lhe psouple of lreland
including Protestants be allowed to control our own destiny and
shape a society which is pluralist and reflective of the diversity
of all our people.

Our message tn Protestanta and Lininnists iz 2 simple one. Wa
want to live in peace with you. We realise that to achieve national
reconciliation, the deep fears held by people must be d:"rm;—;ed.
We need to address those fears honestly and we accept fat

interim arrangements to allay understandable concerns may be
required to facilitate the establishment of a dynamic Irish

c.‘e.u cracy that we could all be proud of. In an lrish national
democracy those of the Unionist tradition would command far
greater political influence than they do now in union with Britain.




Republicans have no desire O «
but we zre stating our total co
the future of the Irish people
admit that partiiion was imposed

cuetained by forca and sccept that

o
of tha Irish psople tn g
intends to make an enthusiastic contribution towards the
unification of the Irish people. W 3is0 asking the Dublin
govemment and the SDLP to join with
accept this process.
The adoption of such & seenaria wonlld oresta & dynamic which
would undoubtodly traneferm the political cituation throuyhiout
reland. It would, | believe, atiract widespread international
goodwill and support. It would also provids reai opporiunily o
bring to an end centuries of conflict between Britain and lreland

=
and for tha firat fimea in Irigh history he 5 decisive and inexaorable

move towards a lasting peace.

The launch of Sinn Féin's proposals fo sstablish a genuine peace
process through inclusive dialogue was inilially greeted by our
political cpponents and the media with scepticism and cynicism.
Many now accept, albeit reluctantly, that we really do want peace
and the end of all war.

Yes, republicans want peace. The President of Sinn Féin, Gerry
Adams, has worked itirclessly and vigorously o plave vul Fraue
Propneslas nn the politinsl agenda There are now clear indicaiions
that he s succeeding in provoking new thinking and discussion
amongst our political opponeants.

The coniinuing talks with John Hume on the objective of agreeing
an overzll strategy for a lasting peace are veluable and
potentially productive. Certainly there are still major difficulties
which remain to be resoclved but we wish our President well and
pledge to him our wholehearied suppori and encouragement in tho
wark which lles ahead.

An interesting aspect of these talks is the distinct absence of
criticiam of the _taiks fram hnth the_RBritish and Dublin
governments. This s not surpnsing because there is an obvious
goodwill from the public at large who preceive these discussions
as the only genuine Peace talks. Speeches directed at Republicans
by Peter Brooke and Patrick Mayhew clearly indicate that rthe
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On the military front the British =stablhshment has
tn e vary foundations by the |[RA. The setff uppor lin nnd
manpuletion of newas does little to ossk e [aoet that the Brizish

wp s tan bl e ek Frfuils wriufe far mangt :_r"-'.iﬂr:_

Intermment is yelt again Lding pruviwicd but there vwould be no
arcater cdmioasien of defest. Mepnwhila the RLIC's Chiel Conwslabile
ang e gesperate Chairman of the RUC Federgtion have made
proposals which show how little they have learmed ahoit the
effects of increased repression and the denial of justice.

There are no military solutions. What is needed is a poiitical
rogolution of the conflict. This truth which is niegasingly
supported by the British people is staring the British
aatablishment in the face. Now, nul nekl aulumn or the auilmn
arter that, is the time to begin to bring it all to an end.
Republicane are not interested in instant suluiiuns. We acecept [T
will take_time and we are prepared to conctructively eosist the |
lask of shaping a New lreland.

brlAawe 2 the time to b'-'Gll'I- the Beoilieli iranee rarwey Thelr -"!IL!"I.‘_-.“'I'I::’ A
all of us lrish and British must wait no 'rnngpr

The time hasfinaliy come for the qru.?. [0 be honest with the
Unionists. We must afl be haonest with tha Unjonists, -Ths unigrisis
must be honest with themselves.

For years the British have attempted to demorzalise and brsak

'.

Republican resistance. They have failed.




For years they have tried to convince us ‘hat we can't win. Again
they have failed.
For years the powerful British propdaganda machine has
portray us as demons and brand us as guilty and respor
the continuing conflict. They have, ’:. -ll---_.y,,ﬁ_ failed.
We are lrish Republicans in the tradition of
Connelly, Markievicz, Farrell and .‘%ﬁrr_'.z_
the representatives of those in Ireland
-;::rl::.nn:i;; -.;:' guilt and shame belongs arou

. Iretand and divided our p

failed to confront the

H&H last vy arry a’u amb L.nd | climbed Mount Errigal in
Donegal. “. 'act that | reached the summit before him anc
without oxygen is irrslevant so | thought I'd better mention it.
Republicans are in many ways like mountaine they do not shirk
2 challenge. They constantly live with dangar and tha:‘ are no
shortage of obstacles. Fear must be overcome ji they are to
succeed.

've always had an interest in what motivates mountaineers,
particularly those who claim the most dangerous peazks.

Almost all of these remarkable peopie admit that there are
occasicns when there is a very strarar* compulsion, even when they
are almost at the summit, to pull back and return tr* base camp.
Only those who are the most exceptional push on, in spite of all
the risks. Ultimately, they are the ones who maks nistory.
Republicans too, in our push to the summit must face risk and
danger. Like the really grat climbers we also have obstacles and
fears to overcome. That we have the & 1bility to overcome them
there can be no doubt. We are the hist ory makers. We are well on
our way io the top of our mountzin. There will be no tuming back.
Peace, Ff:edom and Unity are waiting there for all of us Cztholic.
Protestant and Dissenter.




