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Throughout the worid change is taking . Fresdom Movements
n So AlTica ana Palestine have initiaisd great change.

Natarmined and unconquerable fresdom fightsre in

peoples struggle have exposed the unju

ot a and corrupt governments

Here in (reland the courage and spirit of Irish

1e

remains unremitting, unbreakable and unbeatable. We have broken

out ry atiempt to contain us.

The British by way of contrast and confused, dismayed and
ned. They ars infuriated, angry and amazed thet in spi

of everything we conti ht back and prove that we are the

most potent political movement on this island today.

Certainly lact month's local government election in the i

did nothing to help Bdtish. From Britain's point-o

Sinn Féin's electoral es were a disaster. We emerged

han before and succeeded in our

enda eight extr:



eats, more than any other party n Ireland's
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80,000 electors saw through the censorship &r

n Féin activists
neceasary

Sheena Campbell and

Fullorton to namo only
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people like Alex M:

Smith in Castlewellan.

Many of those activists are here
 today,

opportunity 1o thank and pay tribute to e bravery, int:

and dignity of the most couragous politicians fa Ireland. Our
miration also goes out to their familizs and the families of
everyone who endure the terrorism of pro-British murder gangs.

The strength of the votes given to our elc d representative

increasingly exposes the undemocratic poficies of
 those who

would disenfranchise the people only we car represent.
Fifty one Sinn Féin councillors elected, saven of them

omen. Because of the inequalities of society the achievemer
of Republican women candidates is all the greater. One of them,

Una Gillespie, a young woman from Beliass, gained the biggest

Vot of all. Bemie Bradley and Mary Nelis were elected in Derry.

Margaret McKenna, South Derry. Maris Moore and Annie Armstrong,

Belfast and Lisburn and Denise Sutton, Dungann
on e have here

today other Sinn Feéin councillors from throughout Ireland. We

<hould also pay tribute to them, they work just as hard, and as we

withessed with the murder of Eddie Fuiletton tak
e the same risks.

They, all of them, stand here with us today as United Irelanders,

representatives of the only anti-partitionist political party in

\ratand with elected councillors all over this sland.

Before the local government elections our op
ponents told the

electorate they should not vote for Sinn Féin b
ecause their v
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Chomairle have discussed this situation and are

en the will and sariniis enmmitmeant tn o

y tion around. There are many

aisas throughout this state where considerable work has been

done. Our councillors, like their colleagues in the North, have
advanced onir rgenda against all the odds. They need back up and

we need more Republican representatives elected to

eir influence as a political party. This can only be done

r had werk, determination *da’ commitment. We must be
nevery issue which affects our people. Our activists

must campaign on the issues of unemployment, low pay, poverty,

women's fights and _twiguation. This wuslLe linked to our demand

for an end to partition 4noBritish withdrawal from the Six

Counties. A party which is commitied to progressive social and

economic changes and 1o Ifish Independence would be

the thinking of many people in the 26 Counties.

Section 01 and the continuing ocncorchip of Sinn Féin ic

epocifically designed to pravent Sinn Féin from progressing its

politica!project. There can be no doubt that there are people in
the Duhlin gavammant and media who are seriously embarrassed

about the censorship of democratically dated political

representatives. Those in government and in the media who

believe one thing but do another should be ashamed of themselves

RTE, who have the cheek to regard themselves as a national
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Let me take this opportunity to commend all those who have led

ght back against the revisionism of our history. Lst me also

make a special mention of those who have confrontsd head on the

attempts o appease Paisiey and Mayhew on Articles 2 & 3. The
e 2T a1 hictary and natianality is. vital. i We.

e to have a future to p to our children.

Much has been heard in recent times about snation of the

Unionists. Some commentators, including politicians and senior

clergy have even atempted to rationalise the ongoing Loyalist

murder campaign in this context. In recent times thirteen

members of Sinn Féin have boon murdersd by loyalist deat

squads. From January 1990 over 100 Catholics have been

slzughtered in a blatant and deliberate campaign of wholesale

intimidation by loyalist gangs.

The Brian Nelson case is the tip of the iceberg and shows

undeniably that British intelligence controlled, directed and

pplied the UDA. None of this comes as any surprise to

Republicans. We have known for years that the British military,

are Influencing the aclivilies uf loyalist death squads. There ia

confusion either about why this is ening. It has a two-fold

purpose. They hoped that by dragging the IRA into a religious war,

the war in Ireland can be portrayed as sect d secondly they

|



cought to intimidate and break the issistaiice Of the people.

Thankifully neither of their two main cbiectives has su

Republican resistance has

has ensured that the only

g

example, on a
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irue then surely Protes:
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ttacked. Not in D
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ic counter ineurgency strategy.

credit have stuod Lack fioi Bril game pian. Repupiicans

understand that the real enemy of the Irish people, Gatholic,

Protestant and Dissentsr is British sstablishment
who are the real terrorists and the original source of civision in

our country.

We salute the IRA's refusal

sectarian warfare.

As Irish Republicans our task if not to see the political

difficulties through Nationalist eyes alone. The Unioni

community have real fears also. Many of them suspect that the

British govemment is slackening its hold on the Six Counties and

they are no longer wanted. They believe they will eventually be

sold out by the British

| reitarate that tha Raepithlican demand far a British withdrawal i

not aimed at unionists. It is a demand that lhe people of Ireland

including Protestants be allowed to control our own destiny and

shape a society which is pluralist and reflective of the diversity

of all our people.

Our message fa Pratastants and Linionists is a simple one. We.

want to live in peace with you. We realise that to achieve national

reconciliation, the deep fears held by people must be addressed.

We need to address those fears honestly and we accept fat
interim arrangements to allay understandable concems may be

required to facilitate the establishment of a dynamic Irish

democracy that we could all be proud of. In an Irish national

democracy those of the Unionist tradition would command

greater political influence than they do now in union with Britain.
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The launch of Sinn Féin's proposals to sstz e

process through inclusive dialogue was by

and cynicism.

Many now accept, albeit reluctantly, that we really do want peace

and the end of all war.

Yes, republicans want peace. The President of Sinn Féin, Gerry

Adams, has worked tirelessly and vigorously o plave vl Prate

Proposals an tha polificsl aganda There are now clear indications

hat he is succeeding in provoking new thinking and discussion

amongst our palitical opponents.

The continuing talks with John Hume on the objective of agresing

an overall strategy for a lasting peace are valuable and

potentially productive. Certainly there are still major difficultie

which remain to be resolved but we wish our President well and

pledge to him our wholshearted support and encouragement in tho

work which lies ahead.

An interesting aspect of these talks is the distinct absence of

criticism of the talks fram hath the_British and Dublin

governments. This is not surprising becaus s an obviot

goodwill from the public at large who preceive these discussions

as the only genuine Peace talks. Speeches directed at Republicans

by Peter Brooke and Patrick Mayhew clearly indicate that the

o
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proposals which show how little they have leamed ahont the

effects of increased repression ial

There are no military solutions. Wh

of justi

rocolution of the conflict. This tr ch is lnuigasingly

supported by the British people is e

establishment in the face w, nol texl aulumn or the &

ring it all to an endafter that, is the time to begin to

British

Republicana are not interested in instant suluiivs. We

will take fime and we 2ré preparec

task of shaping a New lreland.

umn

accept It

to conetructively eosi

Now is the time to begin. the Biilieh wuai card tholr Anaring ana

all of us Irish and British must wait no longer.

The time hasfinally come for the British 10 be honest with the

Unionists. We must all be honest with the Unionists. The unienists

must be honest with themselves

For years the British have attempted to demoralise and break

Republican re: nce. They have failed



For years they have tried to convince us that vin. Again
they have failed.

For years the powerful British propaganda machine ha:
portray us as demons and brand us as guilty and respon
he continuing conflict. The as always, failed

We are Republicans in the tradition of Tone, Pearse
Connolly, Markievicz, Farreil

the reprasenta

guilt and s

partitioned Ireland

ong have faiied to confront the d

Finally to finish on a high point,

delighted as | was at the st

which succseded in conquering Mount Everest.

Well last year Gerry Adams and | cfimbed Mount Errigal in
Donegal. The fact that | reached the summit before him and
without oxygen is irrelevant so | thought | mention it
Republicans are in many ways like mountaineers, they do not

challenge. They constantly live with danger and thers are no
shortage of obstacles. Fear must be overcome if they are t
succee

I've always had an interest in what motivates mountaineers,
particularly those who claim the most dangerous peaks.
Almost all of these remarkable peopie admit that there are
occasions when there is a very strong compuision, even when they
are almost at the summit, to pull back and retum to base ca
Only those who are the most exceptional push on, in spite of ail
the risks. Ultimarely, they are the ones who make history.
Republicans too, in our push to the summit must face risk a
denger. Like the really grat climbers we aiso have obstacles and
fears to overcome. That we have the ability to overcome them
there can be no doubt. We are the history makers. We are well on
our way 0 the top of our mountain. There will be no tuming back

eedom and Unity are waiting there for all of us Catholic,
t and Dissenter.

shirk


