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The Taoiseach and the British Prime Minster acknowledge that the most
{rgent and important issue facing the peaple of Ireland, North and South, and
{ne Brtish and iish Governments together, s to remove the causes of confic,

0 overcome the legacy of history and to heal the divisions which have

ed, recognising that past tilures to sette relationships batween the

People of both isands satsfactory has led 1o contining tragecly and suferng,

They consider thatthe development of European Union fundamentally
changes the nature and the context of British-rish relationships and will
Progressively remove the basis of the historic contlctstil taking place in
Northern Iriand. The challenges and opporturites of Eurapean Uion wil, of
themsalves, requirs new approaches to serve intrests common to both parts

of reland.

The Taoiseach and i Briish Prime Miniier - convinced of the nestmase
e o both thir peapies of heaing disics n Irland and of encig a
confict which has been so maniesty to the detriment of al. Both recogrise
thatthe ending o dvsions can come abaut oy trough the agreement and

‘cooperation of the people, North and South, representing both traditions in

reland, They o at
alllevls. Itistheir am o foster sgreement and reconcilation, leacing to.a
new poliical framework founded on consent and encompassing the whole
istand,

The Briish Prime Miister reterates, on befalof the Britsh Government, that
they have no selfish, strategic, poitical or economic interest in Northern

Ireland, and that their sole interest s to see peac, stabilty and reconciiation




o lahalr

‘colectiely e

They
i their reaciness 1o introduce the massures 1o Give legislatve sffect on
their sid to this right over a period to be agreed by both Governments snd
allowing sufficient time for the buiding of consent and the beginning of a

process of national reconcilation. The British Government willuse al their

towin in

They i people of Britain
o 588 the people of Ireland live together in unity and harmony, with respect
for thei civerse traditions, independent, but with full recognition of the special

links: peop
and irsland.

The Taoiseach,
of ish history, and especialy of Northern Ireland, show that stabilty and

allegiance or ¥
o ¥ it. He accepts, thatthe
people
= respect the
religious iberties of both communites.
inthe spirt




and structures which, while respecting the diversity of the people of Ireland,
would enable them to work together n il aress of common interest. This wil
help 1o buid the trust necessary to end past divisions, leacing to an agreed
and peaceful future. Such structures would, of course, ncluds insttutional
recogniton of the special ks that exist between the peoples of Brtain and
Iretand as partofthe ttaly ofrelationstips, v

il taking account of newly
forged links with the rest of Europe.

Inthe ight of t

pr e the
‘Taciseach has indicated to the Brish Prime Minister his intention of

o onthe steps.
required distrust people of

Ireland and which stand in the way of the exarcisa in common by them of

. Itwillbe open o
‘make recommendations cn ways in which agreement, as defined in the Forum
Report, and resr-ect for tha rights and ideniiies of both traditions in Ireland,
can be promoted and established. The Convention will be governed by the
authorty of Bunreacht na hEireann, and the institutions estabiished under it. It
wil be

between the rish people relating o the exercise in common of the right to

selt-determination wil be resolved exclusively by peaceful, political means.

The pen t parties in
Iretand which abide exclusively by the democratc process and wish to share in

dialogue about Ireland's political future and the welfare of allts people.




