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Dinner with Mr. John Chilcot

ected a strong message that bl

2 had not been "estopped®, as he put

lationship. It remained o

to his principals, including, he stressed,

Mayhew, with whom he had spent several ho

conversation the previous evening. (He m

piteh’ for sir Patrick generally, recounting his 1t

early years as a struggling barrist ng that
trick's Irish synpathies migh an he could

Chilcot said they saw the

interest than the Talks in ferms of the prize on offer,

I again urged the importance

significance the Taoiseach attached to it. I pointed out
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an asset: an ideal theoretical position could be invoked
based on sarly legal precedent, and thers could be an agreed
oy wished to continue exploring the

ad ne retained a Scottish seat, would now

He would have the *footi

alks in place by early September. The
would aim to retain the key slements of the 26 Narc

but would not be hig

ng that 1

rovement towards the kind of balance

viable overall sounded now even mors
than before, if that was possible. I understood

Biloot waraed about the mood in the Hou

gly against overt opposition to a

elect Committee. PRI A 1




Genials of a "deal" this issue had mow acquired a symbol
charge which would make it Qifficult to view it a 1




