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ROINN AN TAOISIGH

Uimir

PERSONAL & SECRET
Northern Ireland

aoiseach,

.80 Woiginn and 1 met Cabinet Secretary Butler and lorthern Ireland Secretary
hilcot i che Cabinet Office i Londen on eeting lasted about
o, A ihale s e 1 Ao st comsickiye) sl Epargui i 1 foned
he British obviously do not want to walk away from this process - which they.
2id, ot one point, was, in the eyes, perhaps even pore.impartant than the
tound Table Talks
Br._0 higing will give a fuller account of the meeting. The following were
[the main point:

(1) ¥e discussed the implications of the

nding.
It was a matter of sentinent and feeling, rather than fact or reality;

(2) Ve said that notwithstanding this, we could see that if certain

point onboard but were reluctant o go any further without the specific
fnstructions of the Prine Minister. They were afraid of reaction in the

They agreed ihat Chilcot's deputy should discuss with e, 0 bigion soon,
Ina great deai nore GetaT1, possibly even getiing inco {he rarcing, the
abjections they had to the fex

(3) Ve emphasised that it was inconceivable that if you were to meet the

discussing the issue with the Prine Minister. Their
Mhativer Sneroes St s acceptable o, the Comons, Jn their present.
Bood, and should not drive the Unionists on to.the stre




ROINN AN TAOISIGH

Ui

g in some detail with the Select Comittee, Sutler said that the

omin 1y, at e

gensftivity tomrds criticion by amother Gover by
said we noted the point but that were
GeaTing with heré could well go beyond chis type of tion;

I(5)  The British said that in their approach to the problem, they would have
t0 start with certain core considerations. _These, we broadly defined as
he right of 'self-deternination of those iving in'Ireland (there way

di

tinction between * e"people of reland” and

e peopies of Tretandts | Tis FIohe of Self-beiarmination mes,

o0 strongly to this approach -though, again, it must be emhasised their
Prine Minists

approach 15 subject to nore discussion wi

(6)  hilcot a1zo added chat any agreenent or document should not be perpetual
In 165 applcation. e, in‘turn, stressed the mportance of w
et 2t 1§'ve Could bring pescs In Ireland aftar oventy-thres years of
the current Campaign, or afier the seventy years since 1922, i uh
violence had been a feature of Northern 1ife in every decade,
prize was This really was.the Taotseachis basic abjec
shich B thought the prive Hinister wouId undoubtedly share with hi
It the Hi vere concerned abaut the process, the anaver iays
s that | pea(e vould be a suprene politica] achievemnt.for hin in hi
in Irel

omn country

(1) We arranged that

Friday,

re would be a further meeting, again in London, on
10th Septenser.

Dernot Nally
5 August, 139

Mr. Frank urray, Secretary to_the Governnent
Me, Sean 0'hUiginn, Assistant Secretary, Department of Foreign




ex
hinet Offi. n
4th August, 190:

he mesting began at 3.00 pm and lasted approximately one
and a half hours. Present vere Sir R Butler, Mr. J
Chilcot, Mr. D. Nally and Mr. 5. O hUiginn

2. sir Roh lox recalled that at the last mesting they had
ooked at the drafe document sent by the Taciseach. They

had applauded the objective but had exp:

sea doubts whether

the draft would fulfil that objective or could be

A “saleable’. Their reactions had no doubt been reported back

to the Taciseach and they were waiting to hear of any

e e A R N
the arate itselt

3. e Dermot Nally con
fully to the Taoiseach

sed these matters had besn reported
and also that ©

sh actitude

had besn construct:

e rather than dismissive. The

Taciseach's view was that the objective was of such

wportance that we should not abandon it but rather redouble

our etforts, araft was not a Sinn Fein draft but the

Product of long and intensive ef!

zts, and should be taken
seriously as such. The text i

oLf was not sacrosance but

less the change the greater the chance of peace, and

peace would transforn the whole environment.

4 lally enquired whether recent events (at Westminster) had
affected matters. The Taoiseach had of course accepted the

Prine Ministor's assurances but there was wi

pread public

concern that something would emerge which would be
interpreted as a deal, and such perceptions would be

amaging. He added as a personal comment that if anything




emerged, such as a select o

4 one which moreover brought the
Promise of peace. e asked the British side how the:
nterpreted the recent events
Butler sa ratood the concerns. There had also been

scepticism sh press about a deal. No official

had taken part in the negotiations but they had been

briefed, accurately he believed, if only because an
tion on the issus would be bound to be found
out. The Prims Minister's statement that "nothing vas asked

was correct. lNothing had been needed since the
Unionists wers perfectly clear that if the present
Governnent collapsed Labour would be clearly a worse

The Government

- hence the

contacts - but nothing more had been necessary than to

It was a political fact that the
Government had needed unionist support but that would not
recur froquently. He recalled the disproportionate role

balancing® parties could play also in Ireland.

Chilcot said the effect had however been to gemerate a ti
of feeling and warm sentiment in the Conservati

towards the unionists. Butler concurred - *a fosling

obligation but no actual obligation®. Chilcot
events had not altered KMG's view of the worthwhile nature

of this presant initiative or of the Aifficulties i

practice. Butler again concurred, saying recent events
simply borne on it'. He added that he saw no profit

in the balance envisaged by Nally - the Government was not

thinking in terms of finding something for unionist




Pointed out that a parcep

n of a pro-unionist

Government would give an added symbolic

hing done to meet the unionist agenda. There

public pressures on the Irish Government

would be seen as a new British posturs.

utier said that, unconnected with recent events, thers

nove o a Select Committes in Autumn. It

might emerge as a proposal of the Houss,

via a backbench motion, wit tur

n sig

Liberal Democrat members. ©Q hUisinn recallsd

acceptability to both communities in Northern Ireland had

eply by Mr. Mayhew immed:

befors the Masstricht vote hut omi

Newton inmediataly after

nad elsewhere rafsrred

carefully noted. Nally said that Irish people, by analogy

with Dail procedures, would

not succeed without Govern

was perception rather than

the Committes such sig

campaigned for it and had been put

anded talks were undervay. The:

opposed to a uniontst, case for it

more important than say, heritage, which had a committ

The Government would not resist *a 1'outrance’. It was a

cket to argus against. Nally again warned of

the effects.

Q huigin said thers was a deeper question: The present

initistive, whatever its deta:

inevitably involved
nettles and political risk. Had Mr. Major lost the
or the zoom for mancsuvre to do that? Chilcot said
“two-way bet". It might be supposed the unionists
Power of inhibition than in the last Parliament.

rada of Protestant alienation and despondenc:




nere was now a reverse flow and u

resurgence of confidence. This
asked at the last mesting about the

influence the unionists. This

nanaged, but taking issue with the House of Commons was less

retrievable. For the Irish Government to oppose tl

ch would be very touchy. He hoped by

the two Goverments would have resumed a political

based on the three stranded approach and Mayhew i

something to this effect before the waskend.

Butler reverted to the question whether recent events made

this initiative a "dead duck'. No-one had

then. He felt the situation remaine

Government could go ahead only if the proposition was
ofensible and if the words were right. They would remain
true to principle but hoped that within that limit a way
would be found for the IRA to revert to constitutional
means. Nallv agreed that there might be no change but the
need was even greater. The Irish side had alvays accepted
the need for balance and if the initiastive emerged in a

here were vastly different political weights attached to
this initiative and a Select Committes. The former vas very
big indeed. Nally stressed the kudos which would be
attached to achieving peace in Northern Ireland and ending
the viclence which had been endemic in Northern Ireland ever
since its foundation. Chilcot said that it was the
paramilitaries, and no-one else, who were Uprooting peace.
If they saw peace in a balanced context that would be a new

pexception




Nally suggested that with Unionists' backs secured the

The Irish Government wished to get people

nat such Talke c

If there vere
should make s to
Chilcot said it would be essential
text to make clear that no single outcome was inevitable.
ond theix
They could say what was not acceptable. They

er and

i not wish to be drawn into saying “that's
ent to something they
hard about. They would note the

tish Govern

nn agreed that the initiative was a major

it nade sense to procesd only in a

tant to recall certain realitiss

with the Irish Government.

profoundly committed to t

while centred in Northern Ireland wei

¢ heavily on our jurisdiction also. It now seemed
ns with

conflict whic)

ible, after very long and tedious explora

internediaries, that peace on the mationalist side vas

accessible in return, not for British withdrawal, but f

terms of British involvement which, while
ith bedrock B
to the unionist commu
for violance was very desply
use of past mistakes. The IRA assumed, probably

seemed compatible

g in, mostly

rightly, that once they slackened the bow their machine
not be mounted again. We had reluctantly concluded

devolution could probably only be an outcome, and not a
4 a deep approach as the most




The Taotseach had worked to provids an

peace but the B to dacids for

themselves whether they wanted to take it. There would be
no point in jus sorzi lixe an
exam-paper with X,

negotiation wit oxnn the

positions. The draft was

fure

tell then.

it was not worth vhile for t

gage in araf

then neither was it worth while for the Irish Government
4o so.
B

x said it vas one thing for it to be the s

initiative. That was very helpful anm

overnment were not oxposed. Chilaot said the principles

whether the approach would work.

the oqual risks for the Irish Goverament

h Government did not deal with

Any drafe wor

preparation. Butler said they were comfortables

tiative, and if necessary

Would not be afraid of admitting it was discussed on that

once draun into

agting however they might ba

accused of traducing their responsibilities and would be i

It vould be sasier
hilcot said
riddle vay. His deputy, Quentin Thomas,
includin




3214 that further authoritat

them, but the British vere not able to draft

or unionism. The core concepts had to ba got

o centred around a col

15, Mally recalled

to self-deternination, subject to the conse

Chilcot said their cors was a sanse of

anding aside from the exe

of Ireland? Q huiein
ive self-deterninatio
that issue. Chilcot said
not be perpetual, but shou
eded above all a

be subject

of stability

aiscussion on the ingrained na
o

ist attitudes, and the

alled that a Sumnit vas scheduled
and there would be a need to
consider its outcome. Butler said they “could not jump

They would of course need to know before such a

rine Ministers were likely to adopt some
a not be negotiating a text

was not essential to decide the Summit was
crunch. They might want to keep hope alive. Nally said he
worried about the possible atmosphere of a Summit if it took




Republican violence
Gevelopnents must be wele

his or much other progress would since
was for ation and immobi

alance.

in their plan. Chilcot sa

shortly be affirming

ined attached to the thres-stranded anal

mesting would take place in London on




