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The Taoiseach and the Bith Prime Minister acknowledge that the most
urgent and important issue facing the people of Ireland, North and South, and
the Britsh and Irish Governments together, is o remove the causes of confict,
0 overcome the legacy of istory and to heal the dvisions which have.

resulted, recognising that the absence of a lasting and satisactory settment

of relationships between the peoples of both islands has cor

butedto

2. They consider that the evelopment of the European Communiy, iswhich
both countries are partners, provides a broader framework for Bitsh-Irish

relationships and wil be a force for helping.

faconcie progressively the

ic confict il taking place ipNGrihern Ireland The chalenges and

opportunities of the European Single Markef wil, e require new

approaches to serve interests common to both parts of reland.

3. The Taoiseach and the British Prime Minister are convinced of the inestimable
value to both their peoples of healing civisions in Ireland and of ending
conflict which has been so manifestly to the detriment of al. Both recogrise

that the ending of dvisions can come about only through the agreement and

cooperation ofthe people, North and South, representing both traditions in
Irelend. They therefore make a solemn commitment to promote cooperation at
alllevels on the basis of the fundamental principles, undertakings and
oblgations under nternational agreements, to which they have jointly

Gommifed hemsees) 1t s their it foster agreement and reconciaton,

leading to a new politcal framework fourided on consent and encompassing

the whole isiand and is relations with the neighbouring island.




The Prime Minister reiterates on behalf of the British Government that they

have o st strategiqpoltoalor sconomic trestin Northen rsand,

“Their primary interest i to see peace, stabilty and reconciiation established

by agreement among al the people wha inhabitthe island, and they will work
togetner with the Irsh Goverment to achieve suich an agreement, which will
embrace the ttalty of reationships. The roe of the British Government willbe.
o encourage, assist and enable such agreement over a period thiough a
process of dialogue and cooperation based on full espect for the rights and
identities of bot raditions in Ireland. They accept that such agreement mey,
2501 gt tak th form of agroed independent srucures for the isand 03

whole. BentLGDvemmemi’ agreegthat s for the people ofthe stand of Ireland

alone to exercise thei right of set-determination(o'

ing about s unted reard, il
{
o the basis ofesy-ghen conseriNorth and South,[They reafirmasa & g

binding obiigation that they wil, for their part, ntroduce the necessary N

legisiatonto give effectto tis, o o any measure of greement on fulure
relationships in Ireland which the people ing in Ireland may themselves[reeiy:

external imped d on a basis of

concurrent Nortn-South consent. They believe that the people of Britain would
wish, i friendship to all sides, to eRootrage the people of Ireland to reach

agreement on how they may live together in harmony and in partnership, with

S diverse traditions the special links.
and the unique relationship which exst between the peaples of Britain and

reland.

‘The Taciseach, on behalf of the Irish Government, considers that the lessons
of Irish history, and especially of Northern Ireland, show that stabilty and
well-being will not be found under any poitical system which is refused

allegiance o refected on grounds of identity by a significant minority of those




governed by it. He accepts, on behalf of the Irish Government, that the
‘democratic right of seltdetermination by the people of Ireland as a whole must
be achieved and exercised with the agreement and consent of the paople of

Northern Ireland and must, consistent with justice and equity, respect the

the civi rights and of both

communites, At wrents be iplaclad ok ey ol pulibert
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and o th basks of e Report ofthe New rdend Forum o create stitons

and srucures whih, il respeciing the dversty f the peapl o reland,

Would enablether o work ogether nal arees of common itrest. Tis wil

el ver a priod 1 bl e st nacessary g pst chisons, kg

an agreed and peacetu futurs. Such stuctrss woud, of cours, ncud

Inttutol ecogrion of the specsalnks the exit between the peoples of

Bt an rland as prt of the totaltyof ratonshis, i taking accourt

of newly forged links with the rest of Europe.

In the ight of thar jont commitment to promote the foregoing objectives, the
Taoiseach has indicated to the Britsh Prime Minster his ntention of
establishing a permanent Irish Convention to consult and advise on the steps
required to remove the bariers of istrust which at present divids the people of
Ireland and which stand in the way of the exercise in common by the of
seltdetermination on a basis of equalty. It wil be open to the Convention to
make recommendations on ways In which agreement, as defined in the Forum

Report, and respectorthe rights and identiles of both tradions  eland,

can be promoted and esablshed. The Convention wil b e tyne
kgt b s ario g

willbe a fundamental guiding principle of the Convention that all diferences
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between the Irsh people relating to the exercise in common of the right to

n wil be resolved

self-determin lusively by peaceful, poli

#if democratically mandated poitical parties in

“The Convention willbe oper
Ireland which abide exclusively by the democratic process and wish to share in

dialogue about Irelands poitical future and the welfare of al ts people.
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1. The Taoiseach and the Briish Prime Minister acknowledge that the most
urgent and important ssue facing the people of Ireland, North and South, and

the Britsh and Irish Governments

gether, i to remove the causes of confict,
o overcome the legacy of istory and to heal the divisions which have
resuited, recognising that the absence of a lasting and satisfactory settement
of relationships between the peaples of bath islands has contributed to

continuing tragedy and suferng,

2. They consider that the evelopment of the European Ccmmm:');;-whcb
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historic confict st taking place in.N6iinern Ireland. The challenges and

opportunities of the Europedn Single Markef wil, of themseives, require new.

approaches to serve interests common to both parts of Ireland.

3. The Taoiseach and the Briish Prime Minister are convinced of the inestimable

value to both their peoples of healing divisions in Ireland and of en

confict which has been so manifestly to the detriment of all. Both recagnise.
that the ending of divisions can come about only through the agreement and

cooperation of the peaple, North and South, representing both traditions in

Ireland. They nent
alllevels on the bas's of the fundamental principles, undertakings and

rnational a

obligations under in ements, to which they have jointly

e comitod rameahe) s e amto fostar st an reconciaton,

leading to  new poitical framework founded on consent and encompassing

the whole island and its relations with the neighbouring isiand.
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The Prime Minister reiterates on behalf of the British Government that they

process of dialogue and cooperation based on ful respect for the rights and

( identities of both traditions in Ireland. They accept that such agreement may,

as of right, take the form of agreed independent structures for the isand as a
The i

whole. Bo#) Government} agreggtat it forthe peope of the isand of Ireland

mination@o bring abaut a united Ireland, —f74-
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alone to exercise their right of self.d

eir part, introduce the necessary
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at the people of Britain would

jorth-South consent. They believ
atie
wish, in friendship to all sides, to eacetrage the people of Ireland to reach

‘agreement on how they may live together in harmony and in partnership, with

concurrer

respect for their diverse traditions and with ful recognition of the special inks.

ip which exist

reland.

The Taoisesch, on behaf of the Irsh Government, cansiders that the lessons
of ish history, and especily of Northern Ireland, show that stabity and
well-being will ot be found under any pofical system which s refused
allegiance or rejected on grounds of identiy by a significant minarity of those
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will be a fundamental guiding principle of the Convention that al differences

governed by it. He accepts, on behalf of the Irish Government,that the
Gemocratic ight of seif-Getermination by the people of Ireland as a whola must
f the people of

be achieved and exercised with the agreement and conser
Norther Ireland and must, consistent with justice and equity, respect the
and I ights and reiigious fibsriies of both
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The Insh Government accarcmg\y ommit themseves to working n the spirit

and on the basis of the Report of the New Ireland Forum to create insttutions

and structures which, whie respecting the diversty of the people of Ireland,

Would enable them to work together in all areas of common nterest. This wil

help over a period to build the trust necessary to end past divisions, leading to

an agreed and peacefulfuture. Such structures would, of course, ncude

institutional recognition of the speciallinks that exist between the peaples of

Britain and Ireland as part of the totalty of reationsfips, while taking account

of newy forged links with the rest of Europe.

Inthe light promote the , the
Taoiseach has indicated to the Brtish Prime Minister his intention of
estabisting a permanent rish Convention to consul and advise on the steps
required to remove the barrers of distrust which at present divide the peopls of
Ireland and which stand in the way of the exercise in common by them of
self-determination on a basis of equalty. It wil be open 1 the Convention to
make recommendations on ways in which agreement, as defined in the Forum

Report, and respect for the rights and identiies of both traditions in Ireland,
s fna

canie promoted and esabished, The Conventon il e golemed By e
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between the rish people relating to the exerciss in common of the right to

self-determination will be oy peacefu

The Canvention wil e apen to af emocraiaty manct

d poltical parties in

Ireland which abide exciusively by the democratic process and wish to share in

dialogue about Ireland's polical future and the welfare of al s people.




