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The Taciseach and the Brtish Prime Minister acknowlecge that the most
urgent and important ssus facing the people of Irsiand, North and South, and
the Briish and rish Governments together, s o remove the causes of confic,
10 overcome the legacy of istory and to hieal the divisions which have
resuited, recognising that the absenc of alasting and satisactory settlement
ofrelationsh both slands o

continuing tragedy and suffering. They believe that the development of an
egreed framework for peace, which has been discussed between them since

early last year, and which is based on a number of key principles articulated by

the two the past 20 years, tog adaptatior
other widely accepted principles, provides the starting point of a peace process.
Gesigned to culminate in a poliical settiement.

“The Taciseach and the Brish Prime Minister ars convinced of the inestimable
value o both their peoples of healing divisons n Ireland and of ending a
onfict which has been so manifestl tothe detriment of al. Both recognise
thatthe encing of dvisions can come about only through the agreement and

cooperation of the people, North and South, represer

g both tracitions in
reland. They at

allevels on the basis of the fundamental principles, undertakings, obligations

under international agreements, to which they have jointly committed

themselves, and itis their
aim to foster agreement and reconciliation, leading to a new poliical
framework founded on consent and encompassing the whale isiand and its

relations with the neighbouring island.




They also European . of
itself, require new approaches to serve interests comman to both parts of

reland.

‘The Prime Minister behalf of the British

have o seffsh strategic or economic interest in Northern Ireland. Their

primary , stabilt
agreement among all the people who inhabit the isiand, and they will work

together with the Irish Government to achieve such an agreement, which wil

el nships. The role of be

o encourage, assist and enable such agreement over a period through

cooperation fights and

identites of in Ireland, ot

as0frigh, take the form of agreed indspendent structures for the siand a5 a
Whole. The Biish Government agree that t s for the people ofthe isiand of
Ireland elone to exercise their ight of sef-determination on the basis of
consent,freely and concurrently given, North and South, o bring abouta
united Ireland, f thats their wish. They reaffrm as a binding obigation that
they wil, for their par, introduce the necessary legisation to give effect o tis,

o to any measure of agreement on future relationships in Irsland which the

without external impediment and on a basis of concurrent North-South

consent. They believe that the people of Britain would wish, in friendship to all

sides, pe Ireland to reach

together in harmany and in partnership, with respect for their iverse traditions

andwith of P

exist between the peoples of Britain and Ireland.




“The Taciseach, on benalf of the rsh Government, consicers that the lessons
of rsh history, and especialy of Northern lrland, show that stabiity and
welkbeing wil not be found under any poliical system which is efused
allegiance or rejected on grounds of dentiy by a signficant minorty of those
governed by it. He accepts, on befalf of he rsh Goverment, that the
emocrati right of sef-determination by the peopla of Ireland as a whole must
be achieved and exercised with the agreement and consent ofthe people of

Northemn Ireland and must, consistent with justice and equity, respect the

civilights and religious libertes of bath

‘communities. These would be reflected in any future poltical and

from a new and more

agreement.

The

buiding relationships of rust sither within or beyond Northern Irsland, from
which both tradtions suffer. He wil work to create a new era oftrust, in which
suspicions of the motives or actions of others Is removed on the part of either

‘community. He considers that the future of the.

nd depends on the nature

ofthe itit. Every efort

must be made to build a new sense of trust between those communities. In

recognition of the fears of the Unionist community and as a token of his

wilingness to make a

trust, the Taoiseach wil examine with his colleagues any elements in the.

the Irish State that can be .

the Irish Government n the course of politcal dialogue as a real and

flife and ethos, or

notbeing fully consistent Such

an examination would of course have due regard to the desire to preserve




those inherited values that ae largely shared throughout the siand or that
belong 1o the cultural and historical oots of the people of this island n al their
diversiy. The Taciseach hopes that over time a meeting of hearts and minds
wil develop, which wil bring al the people ofIeland together, and wil work
towards that objectve, but he plecges in the meantime that as a resut of the
effors that willbe mad to buid mutual conficence o Northern Unionist
Should ever have to fear n future tha tis deal will be pursued either by threat

or coercion.

The Taoiseach recog d
‘much of Nortnern Unionist atttudes towards the rest of Ireland. He believes
that we stand at a stage of our history when the genuine feelings of all

traditions in the North must be recagnized and acknowledged. He appeals to

1 the opp tartand a new
beginning, which could hold such promise for ll our ives and the generations
10 come. He asks the peaple of Northern Ireland to look on the people of the
Republic a friends, who share ther grif and shame over el the suffering of
the last quarter of a century, and who want to develop the best possible

relationship with them, a relationship in which trust and new understanding can

The Taciseach the the
the Republic of resented by
. but which at the ideals

Vi deep inthe hearts of many Iish men and women North and South. Bt as
We move towards a new era of understanding in which new relationships of
rust may grow and bring peace to the island of Ireland, the Taoiseach believes
thatthe time has come to consider together how best the hopes and idenites
ofall can be expressed in more balanced ways, which o longer engender

division and the lack of trust to which he has referred.




‘The Taoiseach recognizes the need to engage in dizlogue, which would

address with honesty and integrity the fears of al traditions. But that cialogue,

North and peopl both

parts of Ireland, must be entered into with an acknowledgement that the future

. of the people of this pend on an open, frank
and balanced approach to al the problems which for too long have caused

divsion,

“The Briish and Irsh Governments willseek to Create insttutions and
structures, which, whila respecting the diversiy of the people of Ireland, would
enable them to work together in ll areas of common nterest. This wil help
ver a period to buld the trust necessary to end past dvisions, eacing to an
agreed and peaceful future. Such structures would, o course, include:
instiutional recognition of the special nks that exist between the peoples of
Britain and Ireland as partof the totaty of relationships, whie taking account

of newly forged links with the rest of Europe.

Inthe ight of their joint commitment to promote the foregoing objectives, the

the Britsh Prime Minister |

establishing an Irish Convention to consult and advise, as long as is

necessary, on the steps required to of
present civids the people of reland and which also stand in the way of the
exercise in common by them of sef-determination on a basis of equaly. Itwil
be open 1o the Convention to make recommendations on ways in which
agreement, in the spirt of the Report of the New Ireand Forum, and respect

forthe rights and Ireland, can ted and

ed. The Convention will operate with fullrespect for the authority of




the institutions estabiished by law in the State. It wil be a fundamental guiding
principle of the Convention that al ifferences between th Irsh people relating
10the exercise in common of the right to self-cetermination wil be resolved

exclusively by peaceful, poltical means.

“The Convention will b open to demor

tically mandated political parties in
Ireland which abide exclusively by the democratic process and wish to share in

dlalogue about Ireland's poitical future and the welfare of llts people. The

trish approach th n i d

magnanimity.




