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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From he Privae Secreury 15 November 1993

JW Man b,

T have asked David Blatherwick if he could Kindly pass this letter and its
enclosure to you, and give a copy also to Sean O hUiggin

The Prime Minister was very grateful to the Taoiseach for the time which
he gave me late on Friday evening. 1 gave him a full report as soon as I
returned on Saturday. Now is not the place for me to go further into substance,
save to say that we shall obviously continue (o work as rapidly s possible in
‘moving through the sequence Which I described. One additional element is that
T understand that Archbishop Eames may be seeking to have a further
discussion with the Taoiseach before he comes to see the Prime Minister.

May T add t0 the Prime Mirister's appreciation my own thanks 10 you
and Sean for your time and your hospitality, including a dinner the excelience
of which T cid not fail to notice despits the invigorating conversation
accompanying it?

Later this evening, the Prime Minister will be delivering a strong
statement on Northern Ireland as a substantial part of his speech to the Lord
Meyor's Banguet. 1 enclose the relevant part of his advance text, You may
wish o pass a copy to the Teoiscach. The Prime Minister drafted this passage
in the light of my report, and specifically of some of the views you expressed.
As you will see, he addresses in the most explicit form the importance of the
opportunity for peace, and the fact that we are "actively sccking a framework o
deliver peace, siability and reconciliation”

‘Please keep in touch as things develop in the run up to the bilateral
summit and beyond. The Prime Minister is in no doubt of the importaace of
our Governments continuing 1o work together, which, 2s you Kow, he asked

h : ich cause concern o
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one side or the other, we should communicate directly and quickly - and not, T
e, pay 100 much atiention to the press, much of whose speculation is at the
ly unhelpful

RODERIC LYNE

Mr Martin Mansergh




Northern Ireland: the opporaunity

My Lord Mayor, you have already paid tribute to the work of the City Police.
1ully support that,

But I would also applaud the quiet but effective way the City responded to the
Bishopsgate bomb.  Business life went on. And practical measures were taken

to reduce risks in the furure.
The fact that terrorists bombed and murdered on the mainland make us all much
‘more aware of the feelings of people in Northern Ireland as they contemplate
the horror of the terrorist murders in their community. And of the bravery of

the security forces there.

There may now be a better opportunity for peace in Northern Ircland than for
many years.

There are several important elements coming together.

First, there is a burning desire on each side of the community for peace.
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Not a peace at any price - but a peace that is fair and just.
‘This strength of fecling is far more intense than we have seen before. No one
wants to continue Living with death and terror and fear for another 25 years.
This desire for peace gives an Opporfunity we must try o take.
Second, the Irish Government have shown a new understanding of the rights
and concerns of Unionists. They are willing to reach out 1o them and, [

believe, to make constitutional change a part of an overall setclement.

They accept, rightly, that it is for the people of Northern Ireland, frecly and
democratically, to determine their own furure.

Third, most of the constiutional parties in Northern Ireland are engaged

purposefully in discussions about a politial settlement.

They accept that flexibiity is needed to achieve a settlement. That some

cherished positions will have to be modified.

Al accept that no change can be made to the starus of Northern Ireland without
the consent of its people

These elements present the opportunity we are determined to pursue.

Against the sombre history of Treland, many will say that the 0dds are against

us.

T accept that, [ accept that all concerned will have o show courage, court
unpopularity, break down old barriers, and take risks.
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That is why we are, for our part, now actively seeking a framework to deliver

peace, stability and reconciliation.

1 shall not raise false hopes or set deadlines. We need both a permanent
cessation of violence and intensification of the political talks.

These objectives are complementary.

We shall press forward in all three areas of the political alks.

In developing democratic and accountable structures within Northern Ireland.

In the search for a new relationship between the North and the South of Ireland.

And in building closer cooperation between the United Kingdom and the
Republic of Ireland.

And when a true basis for an agreed package is established, we aim to bring all

participants back around the table to secure & lasting settlement.

We shall work to protect all the people of Northern Ircland and of Britain from
terrorism; and to convince the men of violence in both communities to end
violence, uaconditionally and forever, and to choose instead the path of

legitimate and democratic political activity.

Some would deny them that path on account of their past and present misdeeds.
T understand that feeling, but I do not share it.

Let me make explicit what has always been implici.
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Those who decline to renounce violense can never have & place at the
conference table in our democracy.

But if the IRA end violence for good then - after a sufficient interval 10 easure
{he permanence of ther intent - Sinn Fein can enter the political arena a5 3
democratic party and joia the dialogue on the way ehead.

There can be no secret deals, No rewads for terrorism. No abandonmens of
the vital principle of majority consent.

But there is the incentive that peace would bring a new and far better way of
Jife to all the people of that troubled land




