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The Taolseach and the British Prime Minister acknowledge that the most urgent

‘and important issue facing the people of Ireland, North and South, and the

Britsh and her, s to remove ©
overcoma the legacy of history and to heal the divisions which have resulted
recognising thatthe absance of a lasting and satistactory settiament of
relationships between the peoples of both islands has contributed o contining
ragedy and suffering. They believe that the development o an agreed
rameworkfor peace, which has been discussed between them sinco early last
year, and which is based on a number of key principles arlculated by the two
Governments over the past 20 years, together with the adaptation of other
widely acospted principles, provides the starting point of a peace process
designed to culminate in a poliical sattement. |~

The Taoiseact

d the Briish Prime Mnister are convinced of the inestimable
value to both their peoples of healing divisions i Ireland and of ending a canfiict

which has been so manifestly to the detriment of ll. Both recognise that the

ending of divisions can come about only through the agresment and cooperation
of the people, North and South, reprasenting botn traditions in Ireland. They.
therefore make a solemn commitment to promote cooperation at al levels on the
basis of the fundamental principles, undertakings, obligations under international
agreements, to which they have jointly committed themssives, and the
guarantees which each Government has given. Beginning now and over the

[ coming generation, it is their aim o foster agreement and reconciiation, leading
1o a new polticalframework founded on corsont and encompassingfine whole

Island and its relations with the neighbouring isiand. §
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3. They also consider that the development of the European Community wil
itsa requira new approachas to serve nterests common to both parts of
roland. it s e Kok A N
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inerestis o sas pece, stabity and ecoriiaton esablished by ageement ek,

among all the people who infiabit the isiand, and they wil work together with the
Irish Government to achieve such an agreement, which will embrace the totality

of relationships. The role of the British Government wil be to encourage, assist

e :
Sen) 3 ich arosment over a period tugh e s
rb“/'ﬁ ‘cooperation based on full respect for the rights and identities of both traditions in

Ireland. They accept that such agreement may, 2 of right, take the form of

et agreedjadspendenfstuctures forthe isiand as @ whol,fThe Beish

‘Government agree that itis fo the people of the isiand of Iréfand alone to
exerise their right of sl datsrmination o the basis of consent freelyand &) X
conurtaily ghen o and Sout, 0 bing abotaunid . htis 7.
thel 'W\shjﬂ'ey reaffirm as a binding obligation that they wil, for their part, A
inirocucs the necessarylegsiaton fo Gve efect o tis o to any messure of

‘agreement on future relationships in Ireland which the people iving in Ireland

external impediment

" freely and-cotoctivaly
" andon abasis of concurrent North-South consent. They believe that the people
of Brtain would wish, in fiendship to all sides, to enable the people of Ireland to
reach agraement on how they may live together in harmony and in partnership,
with respect for their diverss traditions and with full ecognition of the special
links and the unique relationship which exist between the peoples of Brtain and
Ireland,
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5. The Taoiseach, on behalfof the Irish Government, considers that the lessons of

irish history, and aspecially of Northern Ireland, show that stabilty and
& B8 ot o ¢

‘,/ 122~ wellbeing will no be found under any/polcal systam which i refused
allogiance or rejected on grounds of identiy by a significant minorty of those
governed by t. Ho accspts, on bahalf o the Irsh Government, that the
demcratc right of et cetorminaion by the pacpl ofrgiand as a whalo must
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7. 6. The Taoiseach however recognizes the genuine diffculties and barriers to
building relationships of trust either within or beyond Northern reland, from

st, in which

which both traditions suffor. He wil work (o create a naw era of
suspicions of the motives or actions of others is removed on the part of either

communty. He considers that the future of the isiand depends on the nature of
the relationship between the two main traditions that inhabit . Every effort must

be made to build a new sensa of rust between those communities. In

recognition of the fears of the Unionist community and as a token of his

willingness to make a personal contsi

ution to the building up of that necessary
trust,the Taoiseach will examina with his coleagues any elemnts in the
democratic ife and orgarisalion of the Iish State that can be representad o the
Irsh Government n the course of poltical dialoguo as a real and substantial
threat to their way of ife and ethos, o that can be represented as not being fully
consistent with a modern demoeratic and pluralst society, and undertakes to

examination

examine any possible ways of removing such obstacles. Such

would of course have due regard to the desire 1o preserve those inherited values.




that are largely shared throughout the island or that balong to the cultural and.
historcal oots of the people of this isiand in al theirciversity. The Taoisaach
hopes that over time a meeting of hearts and minds wil develop, which willbring
allthe people of Ireland together, and will work towards that objactive, but he

pledges in the meantime that as a result of the efforts

il be made to buid
mutual confcence no Norther Unioist shouid ever have to fear i uture that
his ideal wil bo pursued sither b thest orcoarcion.
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Both Governments have affrmed e Angio-sh Agreement hat i uniy
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will support and give legisiative effect to their wishes. But, nothainding the ~

solemn affirmation by both Governments in the Anglo-Irish Agreement thatany >/
change in the status of Northern Ireland would only come about with the consent

of amajority of the people of Northern Ireland, the Taoiseach aiso recognizes

the continuing uncertaint

s and misgivings which dominate so much of Northern

Unionist the rest of reland. He ndata

stage of our history when the ganuine feelings of al traditions in the North must
bo recognized and acknowledged. He appeals to both tradiions at this time to
grasp the opporturilyfor a fesh sart and a new beginning, which could hold
such promise for allour ives and the generations to come. He asks the people
of Northor Iraland o look on the paopla of the Repubiic as rends, who shara
theirgrist and shame over allthe suffering of the last quarter of @ century, and
who want to develop the best possibl relaionship with them, a relationship in
which tust and new understanding can flourish and grow. Th Taoiseach also
acknowiedges the presence in the Consiftuion of the Republic of slamernts

which are deeply resented by Northern Unionists, but which at the same time
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reflect hopes and deals which ie deep i the hearts of many Irish men and
women North and South. But as we mov towards a new era of understanding
inwhich new relationships of rust may grow and bring peace 1o the isiand of

Ireland, the Taoiseach believes that the time has come to consider together how

best the hopes and identites of all can be expressed in more balanced ways,
fich o jonger engeacer fslon nd the ek of st 10 whih s sl
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of reland, must bo ntered it with an acknowledgemen hat the future A "
security and waltars of the psople of this isiand will depand on an open, frank 5 <<%
and balanced approach 10 allhe problms whichfo 00 ong have causedy
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The Bitsh and sh Governmants wil seeko creato instuions and stuctures
which, whil respecting the diversity of the people of Ireland, would enable them

to work together i all areas of common interest. This will help over a period to

build the trust necessary to end past divisions, lsading to an agreed and

peaceful future. Such structures would, of course, include institutional Iz

recognition of the special links that exist between the peoples of Britain and
Ireland as part of the totally of relationships, while taking account of newly.
forged links with the rest of Europe.
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In the light o their oint commitment to promote the foregoing obi
Taoiseach has indicated to the Britsh Prima Minister his intantion of establishing
n ish Convention to consuit and advise, as long as is necessary, on the steps.
required o remove the barers of distrust which at present divide tho people of




Ireland and whi

5o stand i the way of the exercise in common by them of
self-determination on a basis of equaliy. t wil be open 1o the Convention to
make fecommendations on ways in which agreement, i the spirt of the Report
ofthe New Ireland Forum, and respect for tha ights and identites of both
traditions in Ireland, can be promoted and established. The Convention will
operate with ull respect for the authoriy of tha insttutions established by law in
the State. It willbe a fundamental quiding princile of the Convention that al
diffrencas between th Irsh paople relating o the exercise in common of the
right to self-determination will be resolved exciusively by peaceful, poltical

means.

“The Convention will be open to democratically mandated poitical parties in
Ireland which abide exclusively by the democratic process and wish to share in

dialogue about Irsland’s poliical future and the welfare of allts people. The

il approach ton in a te spirt of a
magnanimity.
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