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Statement from Sinn Fein Ard Comhairle member, Martin McGuinness
2 December 1993

Let me begin by eaylng that I never thouzht there would be a
need rfeor us to sat the record straight asz we are doing tcday
Let me sirass that we are doing so reluctantly snd becausae of
the blatent abuse by the British government of the line of
communication betwaen us and 1t.

The Sinn Fein leadership has always sccepted that each side in
this process wWilll sesk to gain advantage over the other. This
is part of the battle in which we ara engaged. Howevear, what
has occured this last year &and which is now partislly in the
publie domain goes far beyond legitimate manceuvering. At no
time, even under Thatcher, has any government attempted to use
and abuse communication by fabrication and fargery in the way
which the Majer government has

The history of my dnvolvement with this i

bestween Sinn Fein and tha British governmen

egainst the background of our initiatives

the backgreound of the evolution and the

pelicy on this issue. Mest of you will ke

last five veamrs, at least, Sinn Fein has

trylng to bulld consensus in Ireland around

negotiated settlement of the conflict hare Th was publicely
outlined in & series of discussion documents from “"Scenario
for FPeace" through teo "Towards & Lasting Peaca" It has
dominated party Ard Fheisenna and it hss been the cantral
focus for us

As part of our a&trategy, senior party mambers were given
responsibility ror angaging in private and public debate with
different elements of opinion here and abroad I was given
major responelbiliiy for engaging iIin publiz debate with the
British government. I was accounteble te a small committes
chaired by party President, Gerry Adams

As many of you will recall the development of our policy and
the public articulation of it informed public debate during
this time Sinn Fein has always had & policy based on the
need for dialegue and for as long as I can recall, we have
been in regular contact with many elements of Irish and
British opinion, As GSinn Feln engaged more and more
confidently in the peace debate thess coentacts became more
intense, It was in this climate that the British Gavernment
re-activated the line of communication and its current phsase
of protracted contact and dialogue with wus. This 1line aof
contact was not an alternstlive to other dislogue that we were
engaged in, Nor indeed was 1t the most productive. At all
tines our objective was aimed at building a process towards a
lasting peace. The most significant progress in this regard
has been mads in the discussions between John Hume and Gerry
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Adams, Throughout thess discussions, and 2 when
slgnificant progress was made wWe point ed Britigh
government at this initiative an advised them that it
presented the best Gpportunity for peace

The line of communication go&s Dback ovar two decades. I ha
no deealing witn it befere the hurniger strikes although [ wa
aware of 1ts existence. The line of communication was dormant
from the breakdown of 7¢ - 7& truce until the hunger strike,
The two hunger strikes were & perlod of frenzied coatact
between us and them. The contacts betwesen us and the British'
Eovernment at this time 1s not disputed, Incidentally, wa
were assured during this period that Margaret Thatcher had
Buthorised the line of communication with us and with the
political prisoners in the H Blocks and Armagh priscons. The
British goverrment representative was appointed £y Londen not
Stormeont,

nunciation was dormant
21 communicatrion was

with the British

0

After the hunger strikes the line af
until mid 1993 Even though the
dormant th contact remained in
Eovenrment representsastive and accasi 11y with me In mid
1980 the British govenrment represan ve 1ntimated that
wished t¢ cpen up the line of communication once agsin.
thought that this was enly an opening approach aimed
picking up on the bsd situation Cetwean ue since the huns
Elrikes and we received some general and occasional earsl
briefings con the British govenrment position during this time
During this paricd slss the British government represantati
informed the contact that he Wwould like to mzet me, Towards
the end of 1999 ha passed word to Sinn Fein th

for retirement and he would like 1 t m A he left sndg
to pPrepara the way for et 3 h governmernt
representative, Gerry Adams 1 cussed this invitation
With others in the Sinn Fein - and decided to go
ahaad with the mesting, 14 stry l to proceed on &
listening brief,
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at he was due

This meseting took place in October 1990, tha contact was
8lso in attendsnca It was & low ey meeting lasting for 3
hours and discussed the general political and the current
state of British policy and Anglo/Irish relaticns, In keeping
with my brief, I said very little and was nen committal on all
ASpeECtEs Oof republican policy. The British government
representsative intimated to me that after his retiremant & new
representative would ta Bppointed and that there wsuld be an
effort to re-activate the line of communication. I was nan-
committal on this, L reportad sl1 this back to my
colleaguas, While we felt a imperative to explore any
overtures from the British, because of Preévious experiences
during tne hungr strikes and the 72 and 74 bi-lateral truces
and given that there was no peblic evidence that the British
government position had changed, we were sceptical about their
intentions. This strongly influenced our attitude, However,
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Britlish desil:

WwE Ware moralil
y reject theilr 7 ] Wa 41
itish J

represantative

April 91: Contact
through the now

had passed to ham

were asbout to annouvnie &

We were informed of this
communication and atter this

1891, Then we were ntormed that
had bean appointed. He hed intradu
He verified his status by producing
then British Escretary

read by the

representative

British governmant r presan

was appeinted o) London

June

British govarnmen
ng the republican

pnitiate any contact
was to note it

Jmnuary to

Apri
representativ

1
e be

1992
camea
part of thess briefi

lack

progress, or ar
party talks
Feter Brocks made & number

and we ware adviszed o ¥

April to Christmas 1992:
Weatminster =lection Peater
Mayhew We were informed that
continue as before and that
board”.

We were being gilven conslstent reports from the
government representative that the Brooke/Mayhew talks




going nowhere and that the government'e
they would end in fallure

Wa were also beling told that there was riction batween the
senior civil servants (in London and S "mont) and Mayhew
In October, We were provided with & twd f| jocumeént on the
progress of the talks under ISir Nindian L& . {(sea attached
document )

Jan-Mar 1983: The Britich government reprasentative was in
fragquent contact, en oGeccasion en a daily baeis. He was
suggesting that there was a passibility of meetings taking'
plece between British government representatives and Sinn Feln
representatives, We bezan to take his proposal more seriously
vhen he got into discussions sbout the loglstics of carrying
cut such a meeting

At all times we stressaed that

te such A measting anad that

the basis tor aur

represantative s8id there

Prime Minilster to defend talk

end this would be most dif

continuing at & high level z

government accepted that the IR ¢ v owauld only be halted
as & result of negotiations H th the British
government believed that intensive meetings with Sinn Fein
would persuade republicans that armed struggle was no leonger
necassary, He proposed that ] got agreement of these
meetingses that the IRA chould ! campalgn or suszpend it
in order to enhance thie process

In February Sinn Féin held 1ts Fheis The
epeeches from Gerry Adams and myself sutlining
the need for a peace process

¥

This triggerced further intense responsez from the Britist
government. Wa were advised that we would shortly be in a
situation in which & definite arrangement would be made far
guch a meeting. Sugestions were made that meetings could take
place in various venues. They offered to esrrange an airplane
to fly us to Scotland, Norway or Denmark

F
rnumbers of delegates., [ was informed that the British were

prapared to be flexible about this. They suggested that
three delegates, 8&ccompanied by thres adviscrs, would be
suf ficent.

1 asked for information about the make-up of the meetinge sg

They would alsd be simillerly represented I asked for an
indication of the eenlority of the British reprasentatives. I
weg then given the namas of those who would rapraesaent the
Eritish side, The British government representative stressed
that the British government believed that the end result of
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thesa that Republicans w2

bte
would Bbe n to go back to armed strugg

Ha also etated that ha be
meetings would suff I
4 discussien with =en
passed to the IRA
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By this time, the British govenrment

representatives. By the end of March we haa resched me
in principle sbout the meetings The Sinn Fein side aspplied
4teelf to terms of reference and an outline of pellcy
pogition. it was during this psriod that we recaived ths
British 9 paragraph document We prepared an 11 paragraph
response te it. We aleo appointed 3 small s« under
my tutelage

sought and
crealta
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Although we were informed that the geltiy response
republicens ta the British proposa 5 tha subject of a
series of high leval meestings BEritis) ministers and
of ficals, inciuding John Major there wWas na positive response
By VBT I was informed that this w =t d on Maonday, 17
- at a meeting which nelugs Major, Hupd, Mayhaw,

Braithwaltie, 1 maeting ws inds eive and
Tuasday, L d Kennesn Clarke was involve
larka's - L that = =i of public
negotiations with u ras oo riscy wit - rernment wnader
and wanting a safear longer perio of Gessation” John Major
compromised Dy instructing n sasratarny I3 draw up a
rogramne which he would ' 51 , announce in
Parliament: ....+.... "that he was instructing the NIO to enter
inte dialogua with the Republican Moveument® Later e
racajved & written communication which you have before you
This deals directly with the 10 May situation From this
point, although the line was in regular use 1in this pericd it
was not usaed 1in any positive way. In fact, the British moved

away from their proposal and refused to follew 1t through.

selpa’. Mayhaw was e between "pushing for accephinces

We beliesve that this / 8 ohn Major's difficulties
within his party and 1n the ' parliament, and hls nesd
to secure an alliance with

During this iime there were 8 number
which hinted at contact between us and
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number of termal complaints as we h
occaslions and expressed concern at the ri

In fact we believe these leaks to have been {inspired from
within the British military and peoclivical establishmant and
that this led to the British zovernment balng ferced to give
the UUFP & limited bBriefing on its conteacts with Sinn Fain

July 1893; he Sinn Féin response to the British government®
9 paragraph document, which had been prepared 1in April
precentation by our secretariat in advance the
delegation meetinge was lodged with the

te the British This outlined the basi

entering negotiations

After this the exchanges we received

They continued to aveid the main issue
Their content was increasingly disingent
Clear that the British ware quite blatantlw
of communicaetion for their own narrow, sho

The communicaticns were quite

view 10 disgui=e the British f

substantial and courageous response by th [Ra ¢ the Briticgh
request Simultaneously the wvolun cr 1 '8 and rumcurs
increased gquite noticeably During this peraic the Hume/Adams
discussions wera makin coneiderable progress and we conveyed
this to the British both verbally and in written messages
November 1893 In early HNovember scelvad a Brit
government document which purported to be regponee t
request from us We immediately despatct 8 repudiation
any request frem us You know the rast

. have outlined this chrenoleogy te vyou

communication with the British government

Major and Mayhew Today we are sztting tn

It is important that this is done bpecauss

communication is to have any value in the ruture its integrity
must be restored. Thae British government are acting in bad
taith s&nd are now actively abusing our contact with them in
erder to eowWw dissension and confusion and to distract
attention from the real 1esues This can only devalue the
pesace process.

Sinn Fein acted at all times in good faith We sought to move
towards peace both through thie private contact with the
British government and through ocur involvement in the Irish
peace initiative Republicans have demonstirated flexibility
and integrity throughout, The British government have
demonstrated intransigence and duplicity They have rejected
very real and tangible opportunities for peace, It is up to
Joehn Major to explain why his government walked away from its
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