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Let me begin by eaying that I never thouzht thers would be a

need for us to set the record straight we are doing today

Let me strass that we are doing &o reluctsntly and because of

the blatant abuse by the British goverament of the line of

communication between us and it.

The Sinn Fein leadership has aluays sccepted that each side in

this process will seek to gain advantage over the other. This

i part of the battle in which we are engeged. However, what
has occured this last year end which is now partially in the

public domsin goes far beyond legitimate manoeuvering. At no

time, even under Thatcher, has any government attempted to use

and sbuse communication by fabrication and forgery in the way

which the Major government has.

The history of my involvement with this line of co 3

between Sinn Fein end the British government must be seen

sgainst the background of our initiatives on peace and sgainst

the background of the evolution and the dsvelopment of party

policy on this issue. Mest of you will be swere that for the
last five years, at least, Sinn Fein has been involved in

trying to build consensus in Ireland aro he need for a

negotiated settlement of the conflict here. Thiz was publicly

outlined in & series of discussion documents from “Scensrio

for Peace" through to "Towards a Lesting Peace" It has
dominsted party Ard Fheisenns and it hss been the cantral

focus for us

As part of our strategy, senior party members were en
responsibility for engeging in private and public debate with

different elements of opinion here and abroad. I was give

major responsibility for engeging in public debate with the

British government. I was accountadble to

chaired by party President, Gerry Adsms.

As many of you will recsll the development of our policy and

the public articulation of it informed public debate during

this time. Sinn Fein has always had s policy based on the
need for dislogue and for as long as I can recall, we have
been in regular contact with many elements of Irish and
British opinion As Sinn Fein engaged more and more
confidently in the peace debate these contacts becsme more

intense. It was in this climate that the British Government
re-activated the line of communication and its current phase
of protracted contact and dialogue with us. This line of

contact was not an alternstive to other dialogue that we were

engaged fr Nor indeed was 1t the most productive. At all

times our objective was afmed st building a process towards a

lesting peace. The most significant progress in this regard

has been mede in the discuseions between John Hume and Gerry
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Adams. Throughout these discussic snd especially uwne.significant progress was made we pointed the Britiengovernment &t this initiative &nd sdvised them that spresented the best opportunity for pesce

The line of communication goes back over two decades. I hado Jealing uitn it before the hurger strikes slthough I wasawere of its existence. The line of communication wae dormenti, ot brCRk Boun ST f 24y Sy SRE Tdcof {UnEIIE CHeN RS (EF £UTThe two hunger strikes were & period frenzied contactbetween us and them The contacts batwsen us and the Brieichgovernment &t this time is not disputed. Incidentally, ewere sssured during this period that Margaret Thatcher hedauthorised the line of communication with us end withpolitical prisoners in the H Blocks and Armagh prisonsBritich government representative wss appotnted by LondenStormont.

After the hunger strikes the line of co iation was dormuntil mid 199 Even though the 1 communicationdorment the contact remained in with the
t representstive and occasion with m1350 the British govenrment . intimated thatwished open up the 

lon once againthought that this was &n opening approsch aimedPicking up on the bad situation between us since the hstrikes and we received some general and occasionalpriefings on the British govenrment position during thisDuring this period alse the British governmentinformed the contact that he would like to meet me. Towscdsthe end of 1990 he passed wora to S Fein that he wae duefor retirement and he would like to mest me befors he 1efe woeto prepare the 
new British governmentrepresentative 
diecussed this InvitationShenqCinore in the Sinn Fein officer board snd cecided to goShosd fAth the meeting. I was instructed to proceed on elistening brief

govenrmer

This meseting took place in October 1990, the contact wasalso in attendance It was & low key meeting lasting for 3boure and discussed the general political and the upoensState of British policy and Anglo/Irish relations. In keepingTivacry brief, I said very little and was non committal en sif8SPects of republican policy The British governmentrepresentative intimated to me that after his retiremsnt o oyfPresentative would be appointed and that there would be opgffort £o re-activate the line of communication. 1 vas aomcommittal on this, I reported sll this back to myCoulsegues. Wnile we felt a moral imperative to sxplore sGvoiiures from the British, because of previous ewberdencesQuring the hungr strikes and the 72 and 74 bi-laterah truces,ondSlven that there was no public evidence that the Britsen§nvorament position had changed, we ware sceptical about theirntentions. This strongly influenced our attitude However,
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eed if . British desir

communication that we were moral

to reject their offer

British in

represantative I met r

April $1: Contact informed us that

through the now retired British &

had passed to him informstion thst the

were sbout to snnounce & cesserire for the

We were dinformed of this orally

communication and efter this there was

1991, Then we were informed that s new

hed been appointed. H ced

He verified his ststus

then British

read by the

representative

British gove

presentative

and occasional

we wera giver

policy. The meeti

London

ohn Ma
Our private

sh governmen

publican

initiate any contact

was to note it

January to April 1992: Throughout

representative became very sctive

part of thasa briefings was tek

progress, or lack or it uhich wa

party talks.

Peter Brooks made a number of keynote speeches

and we were advised of these in a

April to Christme 1992 Durt after the

Westminster <lection Peter Brooke wa by Patrick

Meyhew. We were informed thet the linme of < n would

comtinue as before and that Patrick Mayhew 1

board

We were being given consistent reports from the Briti

government representative that the Brooke/Meynew talks wers



going nowhere and that the g diction was that

they would end in fallure

We were also baing told that there was friction between

senfor civil servants (in London and Stormont) and Mayhew

In October, We were provided with & tws paga document on the

progress of the talks under Sir Ninian Stevens. (see attached

document>

Jan-Mar 1993: The Britich govern representative was 1n

fraquent contact, on occasion on y baets. He was

suggesting that there was a possibility of neetings tsking

place between British government representatives and Sinn Feéin

representatives. We bcgan to take his proposal more seriously

when he got into discussions about the logistics of carrying

out such a meeting.

At all times we stressed that

to such a mesting and t

the basis for our enge

representative said ther d b nesd for the Britis

Prime Minister to defend ‘ becsme public

end this would be most di t . campaign was

continuing at a high level the Britist

government epted that the y 11y be halted

as & result of negotiations that the British

government balieved that intensive meetings with Sinn Fein

would persusde republicans that armed struggle was no longer

necessary He proposed that 1f we got agreement of these

meetings that the IRA thould its cempaign or suspend it

in order to enhance this pr

& key note

pol

the need for a peace process

This triggered further intense from the Br

government. We were advised thet we would shortly be in a

situation in which a definite arrsngement would be made for

such a meeting, Sugestions were made that meetings could tske

place in various venues. They offered to arrenge an airplane

to fly us to Scotland, Norway or Denmark

I esked for information about the make-up of the meetinge eg

numbers of delegates. I was informed that the British were

prepared to be flexible sbout this They suggested that

three delegates, - by three adviso would be

sufficent

They would also be similarly represented. I asked for an
indication of the seniority of the British representatives. I

wes then given the es of those who would represent the

British side. The British government representative stressed

that the British government believed that the end result of
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these talks would ba that Republicans w>

would be no need to go back to ar

He also etated that he believed

meetings & suffice. I reported

o discuseion with sentor colleagues

possed to the IRA

By thie time, the Britieh govenrment hsd appoir

representatives. By the end of March we resched agreement

in principle sbout the meetings. The Sinn Fein side epplied

itself to terms of referel and an outline of golicy

position t was during period that we recaived the

British O paragraph docu e prepared an 11 paragraph

responsa to it. We aleo appointed 3 small secretarist under

my tutelage

n sought and wss giv

1d creats the condt

und of talks and to e

British government's

ay suspension of operatio:

to the British government on My

informed that the positive respo

republicans to the Sritish proposal was the subject

series of high level meetings by inisters

officals, including John Msjor th E

by them. I was_informed that

May 1993, st a meeting

Chilcott, Bratthwsite

reconve n Tuesday

in this Clarke’s

negotiat

seige" hew & g acceptanc

sna wanting i on John Magol

compromised by instructing 'k E drew up A

programme which he would announce in

Parliament “that he was ins g the NIO to enter

into dialogus with the Republicen Movement" Later we

received @ written communication which you have befora you

Thie deals directly with the 10 May sftustion. ~ From thi

point, although the line was in regular use in this period 1

Wwes not used in any positive way. In fact, the British move

away from their proposal and refused to follow it through

t

d

We believe that this was due to John Major's difficultie

within his party and in the British parliament, and his need

to secure an allisnce with the UUP

During this time there were a number lesks to the medis

which hinted st contsct between us and the British. We msde a
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number of formal complaints as we d done on previous
occasions and expressed concern at the risk to the process

In fact we believe these lesks to have been finspired fro
within the British military a clitical establishment and
thet this led to the Brit{sh government being forced to gi
the UUP & limited briefing on its contaects with Sinn Féin

July 1993; The Sinn Féin response to the British governmen
9 paragraph document, which had been prepared in April
presentation by our secreteriat in advance of the propo
delegation meetings was lodged with the contact to be pas
to the Brittsn Thie outlined the basis on which we were
entering negotistions.

After this the exchanges we received became

They continued to avold the main issue

Their content was increasingly disingent

clear that the British ware quite blatar

of communicetion for their own narrow, shert

The communications were quite clearly bein

view to disguise the British government's r of the

substentisl and courageous response by tr Ats British

request Simultanecusly the volume runcurs
increased quite noticeably. During this period the Hume/Adams
discussions were making considerable progress and we conveyed
this to the British both verbally and in written messages
November 1993 n early November we received a British
government document which purported to be in response to a
request fr We immediately despatched a repudistion of
any requ u You know the rest

1 have outlined this chronology suse the line of
communicstion with the British en by
Major end Mayhew Todey we are sciting the record straight
It 4s important that this 1s done becauss 17 this line of
communication is to have any value in the future its integrity
must be restored. The British government ure acting in bad
faith and are now actively abusing our contact with them §
order to 6ow dissension and confusion snd to distract
attention frem the resl issues. This can only devalue the
pesca process

Sinn Fein acted at all times in good faith. We sought to move
towards peace both through thie private contact with the
British government and through our involvement in the Irish
pPesce initiative. Republicans have demonstrated flextbility
and integrity throughout The Britiesn government have
demonstrated intrensigence and duplicity. Tney have rejected
very real and tangible opportunities for peace. It is up to
John Major to explain why his government walked away from its
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