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The long term political objectives of the two Governments

are of crucial importance if we are to move out of the

conflict situation caused by the present failed political

structures. The Taoiseach has clearly stated the long-

term objectives of the Irish Government in the search for

a lasting settlement. It is essential that the British

Government displays the same honesty and frankness in

outlining its long-term attitude towards the Irish people

What are the British Government’s long-term interests and

objectives in relation to Ireland?

The Joint Declaration states explicitly that the *primar

nterest the British Government o see peace,

stability and reconciliation established by agreement

among all the people who inhabit the island, and they will

work together with the Irish Government achieve such an

agreement, which will embrace the totality

". The Declaration also makes clear

long-term

determined by a

Northern Ireland" on They are rather to

legislate for whatever agreement is reached

through rocess of dialogue and cooperation based on

re: for the rights and identi of both

in Ireland and by agreement between the two

ivel The long-term intere

ernment are therefore to support and g.

effect to the democratic wishes of Irish people, North

outh, and to encourage, facilitate and enak

ent between them on the basis of consen

ncurrently given

Paragraph four of the D 2 sets out aut

the position of the British Government this

in terms which speak for themselves

“The Prime Minister, on behalf of the British

Government, reaffirms that they will uphold the

democratic of a greater number of the people

Northern Ireland on the issue of whether t



upport the Union or a sovereign united or

this basis, he tes, behalf of

Government, tk have no selfish or strategic o

economic interest in Northern Ireland. Their primar

interest is to see peace, stability and reconciliatic

established by agreement among all the people wh

inhabit the island, and they will work together with

the Irish Government to achieve such an agreement,

which will embrace the totality of relationsh The

role of the British Government will be to encc

facilitate and enable the achievement of such cement

over a period through a process of dialogue ar

cooperation based on full respect for the rights and

identities of h traditions in Ireland

that such agreement may, as of right, take

agreed structures for the island as a whole,

a united Ireland achieved by peaceful means

following basi e British Government agree
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eas of agreement on future relation

hich the people living in Ireland may

freely so determine without external imp

believe that the people of Britain woul

friendship to all sides, to enable the people of

Ireland to reach agreement on how they may live

together in harmony and in partnership, with respect

for their diverse traditions, a 11 recognition

of the special links and the unique relationship which

exist between the peoples Britain and Ireland"

Given that the document put to you in June 1993 was

welcomed by the IRA leadership which commented, on October

3 1993, that it "could form the basis for peace”, could

you clarify the differences, if any, between this document

and the Downing Street Declaration?
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We do not dissent from the

the Taoiseach and Mr. John Hume

substance of the June draf

aration. Both Gover

50 in a manner which eliminate

principle of consent, respect

from the notion of agreement

Other important and necessary improvements on the

t made by both Governmen cluded more explicit

vocal assurances of respect for the democrati

rights and dignity both rthers

Ireland, and acknowlel t he need to address t

continuing uncertainties and ivings which dominat

Northern unio toward rest
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respect, the Joint Declaration December 19

The British and Irish Governments have said that political

structures cannot be predetermined, now, or in the future

How do you reconcile this with your adherence to the

partition of Ireland and the maintenance of the union?

The partition of Ireland is a reali
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Agreem y change in the st

eland w only come about with the co

people of Nor reland



great majority tion, agree

that

the abse ; consent of a majc

the people of e 2 ose

being pla Brit

is to per:

Ireland to co:

aration st

and wi

coercion or violence, t if in the fut

of the people o: ern Ireland ar

both Governments v upport and

The British Government says, in the Downing Street

Declaration, "that they will uphold the democratic wishes

of a greater number of the people of Northern Ireland".

What is the British Government’s precise definition of "a

greater number of the people of Northern Ireland" and how

would this be measured in practical terms?

The wishes of a greater number of the people of No

Ireland would be de a 1 major: of

those voting in an; test fairly and

respect

The British Government has said that it has "no selfish

strategic or economic interest in Northern Ireland”

Would it not be more in accord with democratic principles

for the British Government to base its Irish policy on the

objective of ending the union?

The Declaration states that the British Government will

encourage agreement over a period based on "full



for the rights and identities

reland". Just as opposition

understandably be interpreted sregard

hostility towards nationali pirations,

tinu of the union would be seen as dis

hosti towart

The British Government has said that its primary interest

is to see agreement reached between all the Irish people.

(a) Given the continued intransigent attitude of the

Unionist leaderships, how, in real terms, is such

agreement to be reached, particularly if the

unionist leadership refuses to engage in the search

for agreement?

wWhat does the British Government consider to be a

"reasonable time-scale" for agreement to be reached?

What is the framework which the British Government

intends to create for the achievement of agreement.

Does the British Government accept that, given the

weight of nationalist opinion throughout Treland in

opposition to partition, that substantial movement

on constitutional issues by the British Government

and the Unionist Parties will be required if

democratic agreement is to be reached?

How is agreement to be measured in practical terms

and at what stage does the withholding or absence of

agreement on the part of one section of the Irish

people become a veto over change?

Both Governments have repeatedly confirmed the

commitment, in Article 9 of the Joint Declaration and

elsewhere, to

"seek, along with the Northern Ireland constitution:

parties through a process of political dialogue, to

create institutions and structures which, whil

respectir of the people of Ireland,
would enable work together in all as of

common interest
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Given the British Government’s statement in the Downing

Street Declaration that it is for the Irish people to

exercise our right to self-determination, what is the

basis for the British Government’'s qualification of this

right in Paragraph 4 of the Downing Street Declaration?

In paragraph

ccepts, on behalf of the Ir Government

de: atic right of self-determination b

Ireland as a whole must be achieved and

and subject to the agreement and consent

of the people of Northern Ireland and

with justice and equity, respect the

and civil rights and religious liber

communi ties"
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determination by t ciple that

titutional status

ernment in paragraph

paragraph, and the Declaration as a whole, reflects

the unquestioned reality, cor in the above stateme

on behalf the Taoiseach in paragraph 5, that this

principle is also upheld by the overwhelming majority

Irish people of both traditions. A t of self

determination des the right to determ
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In the Downing Street Declaration the British Government

gives a commitment to allow the Irish people to freely

determine our future without external impediment or

interference, to encourage, facilitate and enable

agreement on this basis and to introduce the necessary

legislation to give effect to this agreement. Does this

mean that the Government of Ireland Act, Section 75 of

which states "the supreme authority of the parliament of

the United Kingdom shall remain unaffected and

undiminished over all persons, and things in (Northern)

Ireland and every part thereof®, would be needed as part

of an overall agreement?

See paragraph 4 of the Joint Declaration f

wording of the British Government commitme

The Government of Ireland Act cannot be treated in

isolation from the pr ishes of a majority of the

people of Northern Ireland as regards their constitutional

status. The British Government will not take unilatera

to override those wishes them at

will

outcome of negotiations. The British Government ha:

nfirmed they will give effect to any re of

agreement on fi relationships whi

-eland may freely determine on the bas

paragraph 4 of the Joint Declaratio:

How does the British Government reconcile its stated

objective of maintaining the union with its declared lack

of strategic or economic interest in Ireland?

Given the British Government’s declared lack of "selfish

strategic or economic interest in Northern Ireland”, what

is the British Government's political interest in

“"Northern Ireland"?

These points are covered under gi



Given the commitment by the two Governments that

everything will be on the table for negotiation;

(a) Will the union between Ireland and Britain be on the

agenda for negotiation?

(b) Will the Government of Ireland Act be on the agenda

for negotiation?

Government
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contrary,

ving effect



Given the statement by the British Government in the

Downing Street Declaration that "it is for the people of

the island of Ireland alone, by agreement between the two

parts respectively, to exercise their right of self-

determination on the basis of consent,

(a) Is the continued operation of the Government of

Ireland Act subject to agreement on this basis?

Is the continued existence of the union subject

agreement on this basis?

e replies at 1,

Does the British Government accept that while the consent

of a majority of the people of the six county state to

constitutional change, as referred to in the Downing

Street Declaration, may be desirable it is not a legal

requirement in international law?

The Taoiseach set out in great detai

Barberstown Castle on 20 Janu

n international law for the reun

states These requiremen

al and political antecedents of such partitions, and

conflicting views

the people of



Given the commitment in the Downing Street Declaration to

work towards a balanced constitutional accommodation does

the British Government accept that the present structures

and arrangements do not represent a balanced

constitutional accommodation?

Given the commitment in the Downing Street Declaration to

work towards a balanced constitutional accommodation, what

constitutional options does the British Government see as

being consistent with this objective?

ation is

as accommod

and fairest exte

ir opposing i allegiances and aspirat

t constit tructures and arrangements a

for bothclearly controversial from different perspectives

sides. Therefore it would be desirable to replace them

with new arrangements, arrived at

negotiations, and which cou

The precise constitutional options which might

objective are best left to be explored in such

negotiations, where different approach:

and acknowledging the

Irela 15b table for

The Taoiseach has said that Unionists possess a veto only

in regard to whether to belong to a sovereign United

Ireland or the UK, that they do not possess a veto over

the policy of the two governments or over interim measures

which may be adopted. Is this also the position of the

British Government?

The conmstitutional guarantee made by the British

and the joint commitment by both Governments

Anglo-Irish Agreement, refer

al question

the status of Northern Ireland. There are, and

to be, many issues where the British Government,



serving its wider mandate and 1 i est, W

and indeed perhaps required, to adopt policies

whole or in part b

ons of the population. Both

ngle sector of the population can

licies

ards *interim measures’ much will depend o

nature of such measures. Insofar as these

require the tion of both communitie

Ireland, unionist and nationalist cooperation

would be necessary

The Taociseach has said that political parties need not

accept every phrase or word in the Downing Street

Declaration. In fact the DUP have rejected the

Declaration in total and the UUP have said that it has run

its course.

(a) Does absolute rejection of the Declaration by a

political party exclude that party from involvement

in talks on the development of new political

arrangements?

Do parties which are opposed to aspects of the

Downing Street Declaration have the right to di

from it and yet be engaged in talks on the

development of new political arrangements?
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does not depend for i
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Exploratory Dialogue

Sinn Fein, as a matter of policy, advocates inclusive

dialogue without preconditioms. We do not accept the

imposition of preconditions on our party or on any other

party. However, in the interests of clarity we wish to

explore the British Government position on these matters

as outlined in the Downing Street Declaration.

(a) The British Government has called upon Sinn Fein to

renounce violence. What does this involve?

(b) Patrick Mayhew is reported as saying that a

permanent cessation of violence "is the way in which

full recognition can be accorded to the mandate

which Sinn Fein candidates are accorded at the

polls" (Irish Times, Thursday, 14/4/94). How does

the British Government reconcile its refusal to

recognise our democratic mandate with its stated

commi tment to democratic principles?

The British Prime Minister has referred to a period

of decontamination for Sinn Fein. What does this

mean?



What would be the purpose of the exploratory

dialogue between Sinn Fein and the British

Government?

How long would this exploratory dialogue last?

Within this process, when would negotiations about

the future comstitutional and political shape of

Ireland take place?
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Given the declared opposition of both Governments to

coercion, how will the coercion of Northern

nationalists into the six county state be addressed

in real terms?

How will the denial of nationalist rights be

redressed in real terms?

When will repressive legislation be ended?

Joint Declaration makes clear t the British

‘nment seeks to promote agreement in Ireland

ess of "dialogue and cooperation based on ful

the rights and identi

relan The goal of the British Government

ginning
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cassessment of existing

terrorism, many of ch would become

solete in a climate of peace.

The Downing Street Declaration is described as "the

starting point of a peace process designed to culminate in

a political settlement”. What are the subsequent steps

which the British Government envisages as part of a

process of dialogue, reconciliation and demilitarisation

leading to peace and a political settlement?

The subsequen envisaged upon a

violence (witk which there can be

peace process) out in parag

Downing Street Declaration and relat tements,

sinn Fein to participate in exploratory dialogue with the

British Government within three months and, independently,

the offer made by the iseach to establish a Forum for

Peace and Reconciliation to make recommendations on wa

greement between both traditio

be promoted and establishe The Taoisea:

this Forum would be open to democratically mandated

n Ireland, which abide exc

the democratic process a ish to sh in dialo

reland’'s political future and the welfare of al

people

Both Governments are of the view that a cessation

viole: would remove a m: c the way
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