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The long term political objectives of the two Governments
are of crucial importance if we are to move out of the
confliect situation caused by the present failed political
ctruotures. The Taoigseach has clearly stated the long-
term objectives of the Irieh Government in the search for
a lasting settlement. It is essential that the British
Government displays the same honesty and frankness in
outlining its long-term attitude towards the Irish people.
What are the British Government’'s long-term interests and
objectives in relation to Ireland?
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Given that the document put to you in June 1993 was
walcomed by the IRA leadership which commented, on October
3 1993, that it "could form the basis for peace", could
vou clarify the differences, if any, between this document
and the Downing Street Declaration?
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The Britigh amnd Irish Governments have said that political

structures cannot be
How do you reconcile
partition of Ireland
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The British Government says, in the Downing Street
Declaration, "that they will uphold the democratic wishes
of a greater number of the people of Northern Ireland".
What is the Britigh Government's precise definition of "a
greater number of the pecople of Horthern Ireland" and how
would this be measured in practical terms?
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The British Government has said that it has "no selfish
strategic or economic interest in Northern Ireland"

Would it not be more in accord with democratic principles
for the British Government to base its Irish policy on the
objective of ending the union?

The Declaration states that the British Government

encourage agreement over a period based on "full
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The British Government has said that its primary interest
18 to see agreement reached between all the Irish people.

(a) Given the continued intransigent attitude of the
Unionist leaderships, how, in real terms, is such
agreement to be reached, particularly if the
unionist leadership refuses to engage in the search
for agreement?

What does the British Government consider to be a
"reasonable time-scale" for agreement to be reached?

What is the framework which the British Government
intends to create for the achievement of agreement,

Does the British Gowvernment accept that, giwven the
weight of nationalist opinion throughout Ireland in
gpposition to partition, that substantial movement
on constitutional issues by the British Government
and the Unionist Parties will be required if
democratic agreement is to be reached?

How is agreement to be measured in practical terms
and at what stage does the withholding or absence of
agreement on the part of one section of the Irish
people become a veto over change?
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Given the British Government's statement in the Downing

Street Declaration that it is for the Irish people to
what is the

exercise our right to self-determination,

basis for the British Government's gqualification of this

right in Paragraph 4 of the Downing Street Declaration?
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In the Downing Street Declarationm the British Government
gives a commitment to allow the Irish people to freely
determine our future without external impediment or
interference, to encourage, facilitate and enable
agreement on this basis and to introduce the necessary
legislation to give effect to this agreement. Does this
mean that the Government of Ireland Act, Section 75 of
which states "the supreme authority of the parliament of
the United Kingdom shall remain unaffected and
undiminished over all persons, and things in (Northern)
Ireland and every part thereof", would be needed as part
of an overall agreement?
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How does the British Government reconcile its stated
objective of maintaining the union with its declared lack
of strategic or economic interest in Ireland?

Given the British Government's declared lack of "selfish
strategic or economic interest in Northern Ireland", what
is the British Government's political interest in
"Northern Ireland"?

These polints are covered under guestions ([ )




Given the commitment by the two Governments that
everything will be on the table for negotiation;

(a) Will the union between Ireland and Britain be on the
agenda for negotiation?

Will the Government of Ireland Act on the agenda
for negotiation?
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Given the statement by the British Government in the
Downing Street Declaration that "it is for the people of
the island of Ireland alone, by agreement between the two
parts respectively, to exercise their right of self-
determination on the basis of consent",

(a) Ig the continued operation of the Government of
Ireland Act subject to agreement on this basis?

(b) Is the continued existence of the union subject
agreement on this basis?

replies at 1,

Does the British Government accept that while the consent
of a majority of the people of the six county state to
congtitutional change, as referred to in the Downing
Street Declaration, may be desirable it is not a legal
regquirement in international law?
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Given the commitment in the Downing Street Declaration to
work towards a balanced constitutional accommodation does
the British Government accept that the present structures
and arrangements do not represent a balanced
constitutional accommodation?

Given the commitment in the Downing Street Declaration to

work towards a balanced constitutional accommodation, what
constitutional options does the British Government see as

being consistent with this objective?
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The Taoiseach has said that Unionists possess a veto only
in regard to whether to belong to a sovereign United
Ireland or the UK, that they do not possess a veto over
the policy of the two governments or over interim measures
which may be adopted. 1Is this also the position of the
British Government?
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The Tagiseach has said that political parties need not
accept every phrase or word in the Downing Street
Declaration. In fact the DUP have rejected the
Declaration in total and the UUP have said that it has run
its course.

(a) Does absolute rejection of the Declaration by a
political party exclude that party from involvement
in talks on the development of new political
arrangements?

Do parties which are opposed to aspecte of the
Downing Street Declaration have the right to dissent
from it and yet be engaged in talks on the
development of new political arrangements?
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Exploratory Dialogue

Sinn Fein, as a matter of poliecy, advocates inclusive
dialogue without preconditions. We do not accept the
imposition of preconditions on our party or on any other
party. However, in the interests of clarity we wish to
explore the British Government position on these matters
as outlined in the Downing Street Declaration.

(a) The British Government has called upon Sinn Fein to
renounce violence. What does this involve?

(b) Patrick Mayhew is reported as saying that a
permanent cessation of violence "is the way in which
full recognition can be accorded to the mandate
which Sinn Fein candidates are accorded at the
pollsg" (Irish Times, Thursday, 14/4,/94). How does
the British Government reconcile its refusal to
recognise our democratic mandate with its stated
commitment to democratic principles?

The British Prime Minister has referred to a period
of decontamination for S5inn Fein. What does this
mean?




What would be the purpose of the exploratory
dialogue between Sinn Fein and the British
Government?

How long would this exploratory dialogue last?

Within this process, when would negotiations about
the future constitutional and peolitical shape of
Ireland take place?
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(a) Given the declared opposition of both Governments to
coercion, how will the coercion of Northern
nationalists into the six county state be addressed
in real terms?

(b) How will the denial of nationalist rights be
redressed in real terms?

(e} When will repressive legislation be ended?
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The Downing Street Declaration is described as " the
starting point of a peace process designed Lo culminate in
a political settlement”. What are the subsequent steps
which the British Government envisages as part of a
process of dialogue, reconciliation and demilitarisation
leading to peace and a political settlement?
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Both Governments are of the view a cessation of

viclence would remove a major obstacle in the way of the

comprehensive negotiations they wish to see in place and







