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BBC BREAKFAST WITH FROST 7.

INTERVIEW: JAMES MOLYNEAUX

DECEMBER 5TH, 1993

Please note "BBC Breakfast with Frost" must be credited if amy

of this transcript is used

DAVID FROST:

cf Northern Ireland

be devilled by h

ions and

ut their meeting ended

just a promize tc

e’'s a fresh row o

claim on the Nor

just heard, saying that John Major i ing his line,

Street sources this mor: L ning me

Belfast studio, a vital fig future of Irelsnd, the

leader of che Ulster official James Molyneaux. Javes

good morning.

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Good morning to you Robin...sorry David.

DAVID FROST:

Jesus I'm looking older thi morning, it's the glasses, it’s an
easy mistake to make. Now I know in fact you can’t see vary

clearly from the ocher end thers because you've actually got

g into your ear but you don't have the delightful

that we have of ycu. The Sunday Telegraph here this mer

Guoted it earlier, Major softens on Irish claims to C

now denied by Downing Street, the suggestion that he’s relaxi.



on his demand for a statemart to menticn repealing As

3 of the Irish Constitution, what was your reaction 5o that

this morning?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Well Dowaing Street was quite right because it was nct Joan Major

who said that, T said n my contribution to the Queen’s

Spesch. On your programme Mr Reynolds said to you that Lf he were

forced to put that referendum to the peopls of the Scuth of

Traland he could not gat it ugh and thereby it would damage

his government. I said, nct unreasonsbly, that who wezs we to

question his position and why didn’t we accept waat hs said,

after all he krows best, and that if we were going to be required

to agree to something which would be manifestly far more serious

for Northern Ireland, thea the psople, a lot of peogle in

Northern ITeland would say ‘well why worry about it’. So I chink

it came from me two weeks ago, not from Mx Major.

DAVID PROST:

Wall T mean the point was that wha: Albert Reynolds said here on

this programme, he said he couldn’t put such a referendun co the

pecple now, in the morning they wouldn't pass it, but he said

that "we are prepared to ask the Irish people 'are you prepared

to change Articles 2 and 3', I've given that commitment and

that’s what the Unionist population wanted me to give and they've

got that commitment in relation o it". So you have a commitment

that he would put it to a referendum but only when the clear,

whole outline of the package is clear?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Yes that’'s right, only when he would get something mora

enforceable than the unenforceable Articles 2 and 3 which he's

got at the moment and that other alternative would have

joint authority over Northern Ireland leading on to our being

involved in a United Irelard, that’'s what he meant.



DAVID FROST:

Well he did make that pledge or tkat promige anyway, alsoother story this morning. thers’s so much to talk about, was thes=ex policicians, the claims o the IRA to have Put out peacafeelers to moderacs Loyalists ir Northern Ireland. Are you aware,
Bserver says today, that that has happened, that thare

ve been IRA peace feelers to Protestancs?

JANES MOLYNEAUX:

Well I would be flatterad if pecple had tarmea me a nederacs

a
Unionist, ctaey haven't been in touch with me tertainly buc 1
don’t doubt chat all this kind of 

. I'm always,
T weuld've bean surprised, for axample, sarlier 

]
gomeona ald me that no contacts were made with the IRA or wics
any other tarrorist organisation, after all this k

Paniy’'s been going on for 20 yeazs, I don’t

tappening

DAVID FROST:

And in terms of what’s happening you have given the govarmment
the Benefic of the doudt on their contacts with the IRA, haven:c
you?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Well I've taken che rather cynical view, thats becauss of my
great age I suppose. that it has bsen going on and we've all seen
it go on fxom right back from Willy Whitelew's time - the tea and
bune and then in Faul Channon’s flat - and I'm sure Willy shook
hands with hin as they vere leaving and said *I'm terribly sore:
ve dldn’t reach complete agreement but do keep in touch chaps,
do keep in touch!. And then we had Merlyn Rees’ incident cantres,
Ehen we have the mechaniam continuously in operation, ax: nanging
the datails of che recognised codewords which you hear repeatedly
quite frequencly in regard to the planting of bomba and that sort
©f thing. So it's baen going on and the evidence of it has been
chere and you remember that Enoch Powsll and I, as far back as



1979, 1980, 1991, were alerting pecple to all of this and we were
laughed to scorn by tha industry, news industry and I have to say
a great many Unicnists as wall

DAVID FROST:

But at the same time do you chink tha t there is a chance of peace
by Christmas or a joint declaration by Crristmas, I mean...?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Oh I think that vou ren:icned earliar on in the programme abeut
nigh profile, I don't think things ever done by mears of high
profile, I do not thint - although I weuid like te ses peace
gororrow if that were pcssible - I do mot think it will happea
in that way. I think that the propar course is that in which Her

Maje government is embarked, the news industry don’'t seem

kncw about it. We have been working quiecly in

cagis witk Michael Ancram the junior

e of political davelopment for threa solid

is, we have made that kaown that that is going on but nobody

lere wants to be interested because it’'s not high-wire

summitry. But I'm confident that that will deliver becausa you

see what it will do w: enadle the people of Northarn Ireland,

and they have the key To it - it will enable them to find a

conmon denominator position which w: enable them to werk

tegether, perhaps at a low level of administrative government

building up gradually to something higher. But you ses it's based
on my firm belief that we have in Northern Ireland one <community

not two, and my job is to draw together the strands of that

community and if you ask me how wide that is, it’s exactly 85 per

cent of the population simply want £o gat on with their everyday

life and work together at ease with each other

DAVID PROST:

And when you talk about che plans for the fugurs and the la
chree months working wizh Michael Ancram do you hope that that
would be a more constructive way to peace, is that what you're
saying?



JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

sell of course it is becausa you see if you get Prime Ministers

get party leadsrs around a table

Northexn Ireland, you then ask th hich

lorg and of course they’ll tell you and

chen it’s all up with any progress’

it is to recognise that thers ar

aspirations but reflecting that vie

rurbar which has been, for exatsle,

4 in the Irish Times public opinion poll taken only seven

days ago. You have the greater number of whom

protas=ants and Roman Catholics, 85 per cent of the pop:

cf Nerthern Ireland simply want to get on with ctheir eve

affsizs without any interference, or ead any summitry

DAVID FROST:

in fact 23 per cent was the figure,

<lics who wanted a United Ireland?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Ne there’s only 14.7 who wanted a U

DAVID FROST:

Oh well there's anothar ome, it was only 23 per

which would come back probably to about 14.7 overall of

But I mean did you welcome the talks on Friday,

you welcome the nexc meeting later this week between the Prime

Mintster and Albert Reynolds, do you welcome those things or as

you just said about summitry do you think we’d be much better off

without all this summitzy?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

We would be much better c£f without it and I've always taken this

v and T think 3aroness Thatcker used to share my view when she

was lsader of another parcy in Parliament bafore she became Prime

Ministesr, she used to find it all very tiresome as she did in her

early days, I think she acquired a liking for it later on



because, well certain high profile naturally that ing

doesn’t appeal to me but summitry is something which is highly

camaging and therefore I didn’t advise against the meeting

ink what was very useful in that they downgraded

calling it sunmit, even 30 was far too much

wp

DAVID FROST:

And what abous, yeu clearly although you don’t agree about

yeu cbviously, as you said, we do understand

2 very good relationsiip with John Major, what

ress described in July as your arrangement, he

h John Major?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

The arrangement is exactly the same as it was with Jim C

ac provided Her Majesty’s government slected by

the Parliament, by the pecple of the Usited Kingdom, provided

they are governing in the best interssts of the United Kingdom

in gemeral and of Northera Ireland in particular, thess are the

key words, we will not terminate the life of the Parliament

prematurely. That's exactly what the formula is.

DAVID FROST:

And in terms of the future of Northern Ireland, in terms of

messages from these, from these meetings, Albert Reynolds said

for instance that he would go anywhere at aay time to talk to any

political leader. Would you like him to come and see you?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX!

At some stage we would b prepared to repeat what we did last

year, for instance remember Mr Paisley and I way back, four years

ago signed up to the prospect, not just the prospect, but to the

plan to meat at some stage with Irish goversment ministers. We

did thaet, particularly last year for quite a long time, I myself

led my delegation to Dublin, there isn't any barrier to that if



there’'s evidence that it's going to lead to something but we ¢

not want to indulge in mere summitry as a gimmick if it's nc

going to lead to anything.

DAVID FROST:

You and Ian Pais! ave sort of agreed to disagree at the momer

haven't you?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

We have a very civilised ralationship, we were speaking on tt

teleph only last evening, yes.

DAVID FROST:

So that your...

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

We're two separate parcies £O

DAVID FROST:

Are you in parallel or are you differenc?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Both, we're in parallel on the things that really mattar, t

retention of Northern Ireland by the will of the greater rumb

of pecple, 85 per cent of tha people in Northern Ireland ju

simply wishing to stay wichin the United Kingdom. We would diff

of course on the tactics, wa would differ I suppose on t.

presentation of our cases in public, but on that there isn‘t a

great difference in that respact.

DAVID FROST:

Now at the moment the two governments are trying to come up wi

a form of words that will persuade the IRA to lay down cheir ar

and for a cessation of viclence, What have you got to offer che

what would be your message to the IRA to persuads them to 1

down their arme?



JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

1 my message would be exactly tha same as it would be to the

Loyalist paramilitaries, to any criminals amywhere in the United

Ringdom - stop baing criminals - that's for starters

DAVID FROST:

And how would you persuade them that it was ir interests

to do so?

UAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Well I think you don’t need to persuade criminals to stop being

criminals, you simply say to them - you're ireaking the law

e land, yeu'rs acting againat tha wishes of the greater number

of pecple in your owa country, you're trying £o get by violenca

what you canno: get by democratic means so will you stop it.

s all one’s got to say.

DAVID FROST:

And when do you think such a cessation of violence might happen?

UAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Well I don’t think we should discount entirely the sum of the

trutk which have been emerg: from the rath confused

disclosures the past weak or #0. There had been feel put

out, do you remember, even a year ago today befors Christmas in

ragard to an excended ceasefire over Christmas, there was a 51-

point plan no doubt evolved through the same channels which were

diselosed only about a week ago, So that I think there 1is

something in that chat paramilitaries on all sides are now

beginning to ses that they cannot get by viclence that which is

available through the ballot box and thersfore I think that they

ealves may be coming to the conclusion, there are signs that

they are coming to the conclueion that it ign’t worth going on

any longer.



DAVID PROST:

James Molyneaux thank you very much for joining us this merning

we hope in s way that we will find hepe in the situation,

we'll obviously be talking about it with Douglas Hurd in a moment

or two, but r: ' nk you very much indeed.

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Thank you.

DAVID FROST:

James Molymeaux there
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