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BBC BREAKFAST WITH FROST% -
INTERVIEW: JAMES MOLYNEAUX
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Please note "BBC Breakfast with Frost" must be credited if anmy
part of this transcript is used

DAVID FROST:
wa Lurn te the subject cf MNorthern Ireland,
es in Nerthern Ireland continue to be devilled
errors and racritirationa and th
finally got cogecher last Friday,

maeting endad witrnout

& promize g

Eresh row ovar
constizut im on the Nor:ih., Newspaper repcorts,
just heard, saying that Joehn Major is softening his line,
Street sources this morning deny it. Joining me now
Belfast studio, a vital figure in the future of Irel
iz2adar of the Ulster ¢fficial Unigsnists, James Molyneaux.

gocd meorning.

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:
Good morning te you Rebin...sorry David.

DAYID FROSTI

Jesus I'm looking older thi; merning, it’s the glasses, it’'s an
easy mistake to make. Now I know in fact you can't Bee wvery
clearly from the other end there because you've actually got us
ilcturs
ng, we

oming into your =ar but you don't have the delightful
that wa have of you, The Sunday Telesraph here this morm

-
=
{
"

guotad it earlier, Major scoftens line on Irish ¢laims teo Ulastcer,
now denled by Downing Street, the suggestion that he’'s relaxing

™
-




on his demand for a statement tc menticn repealing Areicles
3 of the Irish Constitution, what was your reactien So that
this merning?

JAMES MOLYNEATUX:
Waell Downlng Street was quite right because it wasg net Jean Major

whe sai1d that, I said it in my contribution to the Ouesn's
Speech. On your programme Mr Reynolds szid to you that Lf he were
forced to put that referendum to the peopls of the Scuth of
Iraland he could not get -t through and thereby it would damaga
his government., I said, nct uareasonably, that whg wezs we Lo
question his position and why didn’'t we accept what hs said,
after all he knows best, and chat if we ware going tc be resguire

te agree to scmathing which would be manifestly far more sarious
for Worthern Ireland, thex the p=cple, a lot of the peozle in
Nerthern Ireland would say '‘well why worry about i:'. So I zhink
it cama from me two weaks aAgo, not from Mr Majer.

DAVID PROST:

Wall I mean the point was that what Albert Reynolds said here ¢on
this programme, he said he couldn’t put such a referendum co the
pecple now, in the morning they wouldn't pass it, but he said
that "we are prepared toc ask the Irish people 'are you prejared
to change Articles 2 and 3', l've given that commitment and
that’s what the Unionist population wanted me to give and they'vae
got that commitment in relation to it". So you have a commitment
that he would put it to a referendum but only when the clear,
whola outline of the package is clear?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX!

Yes that’'s right, only whsn ha would get something more
enferceable than the unenforceable Articles 2 and 3 which ha's
got at the moment and that cther alternative would have Seen
joint authorlity over Nerthern Ireland leading on toc our being
invo.lvaed in a Unikted Ireland, that’'s what he meant.




DAVID FROST:

Well he did make that Pledga or =kat Promise anyway, alsc tha
other story this morning, there's so much to talk about, was che
Ulster peliticians, the claims Che IRA rfo have put out peaca

feelars t5 moderaca Loyalists ir Northern Ireland. Are You aware,
83 the Chserver says today, “ that has happensd, thar thare
have been IRA peacae fealers tancs?

e

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Well I would he flatrered if ricrle had termed me 1 mederace

Unionist, they haven’'t hean in touch with me certainly butc

don't doubt that all this kind ©f ching does happen. T'm alwavs,
v

I cean surprised, for sxample, earlier in tha week, i4
someone t2ld me that no contacts wewa made with the IRA or with
any other tarrorist organisation, a‘rar all this kind of
Pancy’'s peen going on for 20 Years, I don't doubc thae
Rappening.

DAVID FROST:
And in terms ¢f what’s nappening you have given the government
Che benefit of the doubt on their contacty with the IRA, haven':

you?

JAMEE MOLYNEAUX:

Well I’'ve taken the rather cynical view, that‘s because of my
great age I suppose, that it has basn going on and we've all seap
it go on Irem right back frem Willy Whitelaw's time - the tea and
buns and tkem in Paul Channon’s £lat - and I'm sure Willy shook
hands with him as they were leaving and said "I'm terribly sory

we didn’'t reach ¢omplate agreement but do keep in touch chapa,
do keep in touch'. And then we had Merlyn Rees’' incident ceantreg,
then we have the mechanism continuouely in operation, axchanging
the detalls of the recognised codewerds which YoU hear repeacedly
quite frequently in regard to the Plarting of bombs and that sert
of thing. So it’e been golng on and the evidence of ir has bean
cthere and you remember that Enoch Pewall and I, as far back as




1373, 1980, 1981, were alarting people to all of this and we ways
laughed to scorn by the industry, news industry and 1 have to say
a great many Unicniszs as wall,

DAVID FROET:
Bus at Zhe game
by Christmas or

JAMES MOLYNEAUX

Oh I think that vou ren:isrned earliar on in the programme abeut

high profilae, Lok things ever doneg by mears of high
prefile, I do n Lhin; although I weuld like te se
tomorrow if t! ; g I ds not

in that way. - hi ol Broper course is thar 1-

Majesty's covar embarked, the news industry don’s seem
2 want teo ¥now about it. We have baern working quietly 1in

discussicns and bilateral basis with Michael Ancram the junior

minister whc's in charge of political davelopment for threa solid

meriths, we have made thiat known that that is going on but nobody

anywhere wants to be {ntarested because it's not high-wire
summitry. But I'm confident that that will deliver hecayuse you

cae what 1t will do will anable the people of Northern Ireland,
and they have the key t¢ it - it will enable them to find a
conmon denominator pcsizion which will enable them te work

tegatiner, perhaps at a low level of administrabive government
Puilding up gradually to some sthing higher. But you ges it'gs hasad
on my £irm belief that we have in Northern Ireland one commuaity
not two, and my job is to draw together the arvands of that
community and if you ask me how wida that ig, it’'s exactly 85 per
cent of Lhe population simply want te geat on with their everyday
lifes and work together at ease with each oth

DAVID PFPROST:

And when you talk about the plans for the futura and the lag=
three months working witzh Michael Ancram do you hope that that
would ke a more constructive WY Co peace, is that what you’'re
sayling?




JAMES MOLYNEAUX:
Wall cf caurse it is becausa you see if you cet Prime Minis
round a table, if y&u get party leadsre around a
weieularly | hern Ireland, you ak them to
io they ]
taey've told you w hen it’s all up with any progress.
the sensgibles way to do recognisa that thers ara
ions but reflecting tha
rumbar which las been, for exampl
he Irish Times public opinion poll taken only s
the greater number of whom I
Catheligs, B85 = cent of the popula
Iraland simply want to get on with their evaryda

ithout any interference, or lndead any summitry.

DAVID FROST!
and in fagt 23 p figuk wasn't

Catholics who wanted

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:
Nc thers’'s only 14.7 whe wanted a United Ireland.

DAVID FROST:
Oh well ere'g anot-her one, it was only 23 per cant of Catho
which would come back probably to about 14.7 overall of
ecpulation, But I mean did you welcome che talks on Friday,
vau welcome the next meeting later this week between the FPrime
Minisrer and Albert Reyrnolds, do you welcome those things or as
vou just said about summitry do you think we’d be much better off
without all this summitzry?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX!

Wwe would be much better cff without it and I’'ve alwaye taken thi

viaw and T think Jaroness Thatshker usad to shara my view when sh

was lsader of ancther parcy in Parliament bafore she becama Prime
Ministe=, she used to find it all very tiresome as ghe did in her
early days, I think she acquired a liking for it later on




because, well certain high profile naturzally that sort of thing
doesn’'t appeal to ma but summicry is gometalng which i3 highly
damaging and therefore I didn’t advise against the meeting
yescarday, I think what wae very useful in that they downgraded
ir frem calling it summit, even so there was far too much
axp

ac
A00UL

ctation built up because what the nawspapars wers talking
c

ouldn't possibly be delivered.

DAVID FROST:

Ané what abouc, you clearly although you don’t agree about
summi=g and sc on, ycu cbviously, as you said, we do understand
aack sther, have = very geed relationsnip wikh John Major, what
i3 wrat Xen McGuinness descrived in July as your arrangement, ha
called it, with John Major?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

The arrangement is exactly the same as 1t wa3 with Jim Callaghan
in his time, that provided Her Majesty's government alectad by
the parliament, by the people of the United Kingdem, provided
shey are governing in the Les:t interaests of the United Kingdom
in general and of Northera Ireland in particular, thess are the
key werds, we will not terminate the life of the Parliament
prematurely. That's exactly what the formula is.

DAVID FROST:

And in terms of the future of Northern Ireland, in terma of
mageages from thege, from these meetings, Albert Reyniolde said
far instanca that he would go anywhere at any time to talk to any
political leadser, Would you like him to come and see you?

JAMES MOLYNEAUXI

At scme stage we would bs prepared to repeat what we did last
year, for instance remember Mr Paisley and I way back, four years
ago sligned up to the prospect, not just the prospect, but to the
olan to meat at some stage with Irish government ministers, Ve
did =hat, particularly last year for quite a long time, I myself
led my delegation to Dublin, there isn't any barrier to that if




there's evidence that it’'e going to lead t£o something but we &
not want to indulge in mere summitry as a gimmick if ic's nc
geing to lead to anything.

DAVID FROST:
ou and Ian Paisley have sort cof agreed to disagree at the momern
haven't you?

JAMEE MOLYNEAUX;
We have a very civilised realationship, we were speaking on tb
talephone only last evening, yes.

DAVID FROST:
Eo that your...

JAMES MOLYNEAUX;
Wa’'re Swo separate parties 60...

DAVID FROS&T!
Ara vou in parallel or are you different?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Both, we're in parallel on the things that really macter, ¢
r=tention of Northern Ireland by the will of the greater rumb
of pecple, 85 per cent of tha pacple in Northern Ireland ju
simply wishing to stay within tha Uniced Kingdom, We would diff
of course on the tactice, wa would differ I suppose on t
presentation &f ouy cases in public, but on that there isn‘t a
great difference in that rasspect.

DAVID FROST:

Now at the moment the two governments are trying to come up Wi
a form of words that will persuade the IRA to lay down their ar
and for a cessation of viclence, What have you got to offer che
what would be your message to the IRA to persuads them to 1
down their arms?




JAMES MOLYNBAUX:

well my message would be exactly tha sane as it weuld be to tha
Loyalist paramilitarlies, to any criminals anywhere ‘n the Unitad
#ingdem - stop belng criminals - that's for startsrs.

DAVID FROST!:
And hew weuld yocu persuade them that it was in cheir interests
to do sa?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Well I think you don’'t need te persuade criminals to stop being
eriminals, you simply say t¢ them - you're preaking the law of
the land, yeu're acting againat tha wishes cf the greater number
of pecple in your own country, yoeu're trying te get by violenca
what you cannot get oY dergeratic means so will you =top 1it.
That’s all one’'s got Lo say.

DAVID FROET!
and when do you think such a cegsation of violence might happen?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

well I don’t think we should discount entirely the sum of the
rrutk which have been emerging f£from the rather confused
disclosures of the past weak or 80, There had been feelers put
sut, do you remember, even & year ago today bafors Christmas in
ragard to an extended ceasefire over Christmas, there was 3 51-
point plan no doubt evolved through the same channels which were
digelosed only about a week ago, So that I think there i3
something in tkat that paramilitaries on all gides are now
beginning to ses that they cannot get by viclence that which is
avallable through the ballot box and thersfore I think that they
themeelves may te coming to the conclusicn, there are signs that

they are coming to the conclueion that it ien’t worth going on
any longer.




DAVID FROST:
James Molyneaux thank you very much for joining us this merning

wa hope 1n Sscme way that we will find hepe in the situs:-ion,

5

we'll obviously be talking about it with Deuglas Hurd in a momant

or two, but right for now tihank you very much indeasd,

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:
Thank you.

DAVID FROST:

Jamas Molynmeaux there.
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