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Strategic objectives 1989

A number of broad objectives have guided us for many years.
Thesc are:

.1 To ensure that Irish

National democracy bezo:

| priority in the overall pol

| agenda

|

These are new terms and we

| nced to be sure that people

understand them

|

2. To bridge the gag

| between Slan Féln and the
sympathetlc attitude of tk

| antd-imperiallst popularion by
regularly revlewing tactics and

|activity by setting realistic

| short term objecuves.

*3road front

*Fianna Fail base

[3. To bolster the validiz;

‘and credibility of Sinn Féin's
objectives and to

develop the ability to achix

!them

review what we do
*Censorslipy

*iiow people see us

4, To define and project

Sinn Féin's strategy and ain

{n a manner that will be

<learly understood by the

broad base ofIrish national

,and International opinion.
|

*Work in USA,

Europe,CU,Britain

*Using 'Towards a Lasting

Peace’

*Gerry Adams vislt to USA
*Tom Hartley, Mitchell,
councillors etc in Britain
+Our inltiative

5. Toensure thatall

elements of Sinn Féin activiey

are mutually complementary

6 To influence Britsi

public opinion
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| ewarweary, raising awareness,

positive image

*Effect on John Major

*Brltish will move
| *Downing Street decaration



A To develop an ol

strategy to address Un

going

nism

8. Toestablish a perm:

and persistent inter:
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+Never lcave the unionists our K=*Section n Towards a Lasting
Peace

*Most underdeveloped part of
SF strategy
*Aational reconclliation - gur
rm

ed for longer view of
Unionism

*Change of mage in the
ernatonal arena
St year unending war but

this year Peace Debate
*delegadons - are they
successful?

*Unk SA, Palestine, Ircland



Mala points

The main points to be noted are

13

st

The political value of the SoiEgrern Nafiou;zflgt‘_cousensus or agreement and Johp Mume's ‘centra]”positlon of political importance

-

QOur nced to cevelop the political Strength and skillsustaln this once achjeved

That lateat Irish nationalism WL take a lead, Thatlead must be given and 8iven regularly to mectchanging situations.

That the British government |s unwilling to changeits pollcy at this time 
o

That Dublin 4/the revisionists/ the ideological"Free Staters” can be confronted and Isolated,

That Inter-unionist rivalry is intense but the UUPis on board with the Briush government

That reassurance of Unlonists has been carried toexaggerated lengths. Six County natlonalist,sensiuvites and aspiratons have suffered as aresult

That there Is an astute political control overloyalist murder squads

That publlc debate about real Issues in Ircland,Britain and internatonally can be created.

That we must strive to 8¢t our internal politicalcommunication resolved and to Improve ourstructures in order to enhance external activites

That the political situation remains fluid

That fudicious political risks can pay dlvidends
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Consxder(ng te Future - F.Yp[url.ug the OptiogsThe situation is . The Opportunitjes to lay out our stall are

multiple if not infiaj; In terms of tme avaliable 1o us,
The context

2y 
Britisk zove, ¢ntis perceived in many areas as

Intransigent

There Is a reasor able balance 1o media reporting. Agalp

thls is not infinita but we can influence (¢,

uon / arguments arq getling a reasonable an

probably unprecedenteq airing. This can only be of
benefit in 2 general way to oy peace strategy,

10 assess how aff of this {mpacts on Our main

target aucience - zJj | eland nationallst opinjop,
Effective po! mmunlcation wigy the membey ship anda problem a5 does our abilitySUUCtures 50 that e are able tg

<onstantlypue our ‘ase in a dey eloping Situation and to

dlctaze how this g

We have a mora and politica) obligation to explore the

Downing Stree: declaration 10 sce what contribution Ifany

{tcan muke to the developmen, f a peace Process aimed a¢

dellvering a lasy, Feace,

We have Dublicly cory, ed oursefves to 2 process of
Internal and externa) consultation and haye conducteq
Peace Commissions,

We have a clear Peace Strategy,
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vowning Street May be a firsy stej@ way of avoidng Confronting Pypy;,pressure on Sinn Fejn

If it is not the firse Step we shoul not let this unduly

Influence us when we arg considering the Pollcal risks,Whatever the duration of 1y flud situaton - itls not

important to SPeculate on thyg . itis importane O reach 3

conclusion 
objectives and strategies for the

as our Interna|
o work out,

An offenslve stalegy on the Other hand Is difficulr and risky 5

but necessary because we feed to come to 5 conclusion,[t must Lavolve high political risk Eecause i brings directly

into play what we have to offer

. as a politica| Lacentive

a bargawulng Counter

35 & mean; rallying domestic and
L i upport to our Position s
s 10 put pressyre on the Britisy
government ang the unionists,

. 5 & combinadog of e above,
in relation to this there are three alternatlves1D, reurench behind gz defensiye strategy

altempting to edp,
offenslye element

to attempt to develop a defensive [political strategy where the ri

15

Stralegy Seminar 199,

N



virtue of its political weight- glves precedence 1othe offensive strategy,

There alternalives seen in the context of Downing Street becamefive options for Slan Féip,

1. Sina Féln could accept the Downing StreetDeclaratoa with or without clarification

2. Slan Féia could Fublish the detail of the IrishPeace Iniative and let popular and political opinionmake their deciston

Slan Féln can la the short term conunue to edgeforward in the politcally cautious manger [t hasadopted since the declaration was made on Decl5thSian Féln could attempt to build on the conditionscreated by the Irish Peace Iniuative and theDownlag Street Declaration

Slan Féin could reject the Downing StreetDeclaration - with or without the clarificationrequested.

Recomniendations
There are two d recommendations

Recommegdation(a 
<

To attempt to establish speclfic objectives and strategiesfor the lacoming period In the general context of E

() the establiszed broad objectves and analysisJadd our in part 1 of the paper and option 3/4ie

(3) Sinn Féin cag attempt to build on the
considerations created by the Irlsh Peace
Inidalive and the Downing Street Declaraton

(4) Slan Féin can choose the middle course inall of this by attempting to edge forward In
the politically cautlous manner it has adopted
since the declaration was made on Dec 15th

. 
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