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Twe nced to show tnat selting '
lobjectives has an eifect
il N 3
B
Late 80's talks wila the SLLP '

1990 SF decision ¢ externalise and
make politics

ﬁ
Development of e Ercad front
Islrnteg}r

:[nterveuc in the Feace debate -

| ; ireclaim 2 word peace for “:g

| (]
|| |Republicans .
')% i |_;,_E—Q..,—£,_,_f,_ .

[ Scenario for Peace .
'Put perace on the political agenda
|

‘e Toward(s a [asting Peace - pushing |
out the peace derhaic |
'sromoting the document
igetting an overview of the terrain
ltalking to various groups

j%i_,_:ga.iuing political strength

lsContnued to talk to Jechn Zume
1st jolint statement

'language of the debate changed
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development of the internal and
lexternal debate
|Jolnt siatement 25th Sept,
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Strategic objectlves 1989

A number of broad objectives have guided us for many years..

These are:

[.1.  To ensure that Irish
National democracy becones a
' priority in the overall politcal
|agenda

| |

‘ These are new terms and we

need to be sure that people
understand them

12.  To bridge the gap
 between Slnn Féin and the
lsympathcl:tc atttude of the
'ant-imperiallst popularion by
| regularly revliewing tactics and |
| activity by setting realistic
| short term objecUves.

| »droad front

e[ianna Fdil base

(3.  To bolster the validity
and credibility of Sinn Féin's
objectives and to
‘develop the ability (o achicve

| them

sraview what we do

*Censorsiiy
*}i0W peopie see us

4, To define and project
Sinn Féin's strategy and

n @ manner that will be
clearly understood by tie
broad base of Irish national
cand International opinion.

| *Work In USA,

Europe,LU,Britain

*Using 'Towards a Lasting
Peace’

*Gerry Adamis vislt to USA
*Tom Hartley, Mitchell,
councillors ete in Britain
+Our inltiatlve

-

- To ensure that all
elements of Sinn [éln acuvicy

are mutually complementary

) To influence Bridsia
public opinlon
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*walweary, raising awareness,
positive image

*Effect on John Major

o British will move

*Downing Street decaration




7. Todevelop an on-going
strategy to address Unionism

8.  Toestablish a permanent
and persistent international
strategy
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*Never Icave the unioniss our %

*3ection In Towards a Lasting
rgace

* Most underdeveloped part of
SF strategy

*national reconcliation - gy
tarm

*need for longer view of
Unionism

*Change of Image in the K
aiternational arena

*:ast year unending war but
s year Peace Debate
*delegadons - are they
successful?

*Link SA, Palestine, Ireland




Mala points

The main points to be noted are
e 0f
1.  The political value of the NoEgrern Nationalist .
consensus or agreement and John Hume's ‘centraf
positlon of political Imporiance

gL

Our nced to Cevelop the political Strength and skill
sustaln this once achieved

That lateat Irish nationalism wlll take a lead, That
lead must be given and 8iven regularly (o mect
changing situations,

That the British government s unwilling to change
its policy at thls time :

That Dublin 4/the revisionists/ the ideological
"Free Slaters” can be confronted and Isolated,

That Inter-unionist rivalry is intense but the Uyp
Is on board with the Briush government

That reassurance of Unlon|sts has been carried to
exaggerated lengths. Six County nationalist
sensitvites and aspirations have suffered as a
result

That there s an asiute polideal control over
loyallst murder squads

That publlc debate about regq] Issues in Ircland,
Britain and internationally can pe created.

That we must strive to ¢t our Internal political

communication resolved and 10 Improve our
structures in order to enhance external activities

That the political situation remains fluid

That judicious political risks can Pay dividends

12
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Consider{ng e Future . E.\:plurmg the Optiogg

The situation is fluid, The OPportunities 1o lay out our stall are
multiple if not SN termg of dme avadlable to us.

The contexr

1. The Britisk sOver:unent s Fecceived in Many areas 2
intransigent

There s a Feasonable balance tg meclia reporting, Agaln
tRls is not iafinigs Cut we can influence |t,

Sinn Féin Fesldon / Arguments ara getlng a T€asonable an(
probably Lnprecedentad alring . This ean only be of
benefit in 3 general way to oyr PLace strategy,

Its difficul: 1o da3s€ss how al] of this Impacrs on our m
larget audisnce - ¢ [rieland natonallst opiniop.
Effective politicas ‘Ommunlcation wiy the mempey

the base of suppor: TéMaing a problem as does our aby);
to Improve our extarnal structires SO that we are apfa to
constantly pur aur saseina d51.-,:_:]'c.pl'ug situation and to
dictate how this develors,

Where we adre now

1. We have a moral andg political Clligation to explore the
Doumng Stree: declaration (0 sce what Contribution ifany
it can mike to the development of Peace process aimag a¢
dellvering a lastng peace.

We have publiciy Corumitted oupge(y:
Internal and externa) consultation an
Peace Commissions.

We have a clear Peace Strategy,
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Lowning Street may pe 4 fest step lOwards lasting peace or

ronung Dublin and a meang to put

4 Way of avoid.ng cony
Pressure on Sinn Fein

Il it is not the fj;- ould not Jer this unduly
Influence US when we are Considering the politeg] risks,

hatever 1), duraton of s fluid Situation - itls not
important to SPeCulate on iy itis Important 10 reach g
conclusion abgy; Our cbjectivas and strategles for the
incoming Eériod,
ensive/Qffansive Sirate i

A doefensive Strategy for Lre future is

importance and as a broad focus taking in

as our Internal politice. Relatively Speaking

[0 work out,

An cffensive Slralegy on the Other hand Js difficult and risky
but necessary becayse We nieed to come to 4 conclusion, '

't must Lavolve high pajie) risk tecause i brings direcyyy,
into play what we have to offer

° a5 2 politica] Lcentive
a bargain!ug Counter

48 & means gf rallying domestic and
'Lnteruar.ional Support to our

a5 10 put Pressure on the Briy
s0vernment zpg the unionists.

as a Combinayop of he above,

in relation to this there are threg aternatlves
l.  to retrench behind j defensive Strategy

2. to give precedence tg g defenslye Strategy ang
altempting to edge forward . which has 4 low risk
Offcnslve elemepy

(o atlempt 1o develop 3 defensive / Offensive
political strategy where the risk involveq -b

15
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virtue of its political weight- glves precedence 1o
the offensive strategy,

There alternalives seen in the context of Downing Stree( became
five options for Sian Féip, .

1. Sina Féln could accepr the Downing Street
Declaratina with or without clarification

2. Slnn Féia could Fublish the detai] of the Irish
Peace Iniative and Jet popular and poltical opinion
make their deciston

Slan Féln can la the short term contaue to edge
forward in the polideally cautious manager [t has
adoptled since the declaration was made on Decl5th
Sinn Féla could atiempt to build on the conditions
created by the Irish Peace Injuative and the
Downlng Street Declaration

Slan Féin could reject the Downing Street
Declaration - with or without the clarification
rcquested.

Recommendations
There are two related recommendations

To atlempt to establish speclfic objectives and strategies
for the lacoming period In the general context of

(i) the establisied hroad objecuves and analysis
laid our in part 1 of the paper and option 3/4
le

(3) Sinn Téln can attempt to build on the
considerations created by the Irlsh Peace
Initalve and the Downlng Street Declaration

(4) Sinn Féin can choose the middle course in
all of this by altempting to edge forward In
the politcally cautious manaer it has adopted
since the declaration was made on Dec 15th

. 16
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