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St 1 Interview With An Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds

Sean 0'Rourke:

It all depends on whether you regard the glass as half empty or

half full, one key cfficial is quoted today as saying in the aftermath

of Friday's Anglo Irish mesting at Dublin Castle. Albert Reynolds

and John Major agreed to continue working on a joint statement which,

in the Taoiseach's words, "would hopefully be the foundation for

peace", but the two men admitted that they had still a number of

obstacles to clear in the pariod ahead. The Taoiseach joins us

now in studio, you'ra welcome Taciseach.

Albert _Reynolds: (An Taoiseach)

Thank you.

Sean O'Rourke:

can you tell us what exactly are the issues to be addressed in that

joint statement in which you're working?

Albert Reynolds:

Well I don't think it would be wise €0 go into the minusi (pho)

of ths text or the detsils but it is true that we started our discussions

on a document that has been, that was first of all presented to

the British Government by rnment and secondly that

has been worked upon by o amente since last

Jaly This was the firs: opportunity for the Government Ministers

and indeed the two Prime Ministers to sit in judgement and start

to go through the document which we did and as is, as is normal

in good solid negotimtions we went through it line by line, paragraph

h and extracted those issues that were still causing
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problems to both sides. We just parked them so to speak and we

went on with the rest of the document. It is true to say that we

nade solid progress, that over half of the document has already

been agreed, that there are very ssricus issues still to be addressad

by both sides and we commissicned more work between our team
s of

officials between now and the meeting in Brussels next wesk to monitor

what progress we have made since then.

an_0'Rourke:

But surely though the fact that thare was no, thers wasa't even

» communicae, not even a short briof statement issued afterwarde,

that would suggest that you're still poles apart.

Albert Raynolds:

It might, we ave, we have already admitted we have difficulties

between us, that doesn't say that we won't be able to overcome them,

there will ba difficult discussions along tha way but I think it's,

it's important to remind everybody that this was a working meeting,

it wasn't a summit, it wasn't expected and we clearly flagged that

in advance, it wasn't expected that a communicae would come out,

but that we would indeed say how far we had got and contin
ue our

work and I think that's what is important is that the peace initiative

¢ still firmly on course but there are serious problems along the

way as I said thore ara road blocks there, some we anticipated,

some we don't and I'm sure thers'll be more difficulties put in

our way befora the end of the day.

Sean 0'Rourke:

According to various reports in the aftermath of the mesting there

are several issues, can we just maybe take them individually, for

instanca, this notion of self-determination now you've said 
I think

that you'd like to see the British acknowledge that the future 
of

the island of Ireland is a matter for the people of Ireland to determine

with co freely given North and South. Is thers a problem that

this will be seen as something which maybe would be calculated on

Ireland basis and somehow would undermine the Union?
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Albert Reynolds:

I think that's the fear that is out there and I think some British

nedia during the week I think ware seen to be presenting, presenting

it in that light. That is not the position of the Irish Government.

are not looking for self-determinationof the island as a i o

EfimW‘_&nw We have said that, there will
e no change in the status of Northern Ireland without a majority

there and I think this issue was clarified very clearly on a BBC

Newsnight television programme the othar night when the Govexnment

Whip, Noel Dempsey and Michael Mates were there and when Noael Dempady

clarified it Michael Mates said that's fine, that clears up any

misunderstandings or mis-statements about it and it is guite acceptable

to him, 80 there shouldn't be problems in that regard.

fiean O'Rourker

Well if it's quite accepsable to Michasl Mates is it not guite acoeptable

to John Major, presumably you said the same to him as Noel Dempsay

said to Michael Mates?

Albert Reynolda:

0f course and those are issues as I say, that we still have to maybe

work on on the phraseology in relation to them between now and th
e

next meeting and monitor our progress then but that doesn't say

that we won't £ind a formula. I think what, what people need to

understand here is that I believe that both communities in the North

want a new beginning, I believe a new beginning is absolutely necessary

and a new beginning should be, I think the starting point for &

hould be peace, a cessationof violence and that

this initiative that we're engaged upon is trying to produce a formula

that can bring a cessation of violence about, that people want a

sense of direction, a gsense of turning away from the last twenty-

five yaars of arms conflict between the two communities and the

British security forces and that this statement would clearly signal

a new direction and a new approach and indeed bring the people tha
t

“are tavolvedin violence into the political dialogue after a cessation

of violence, I think that's basic what we're trying to do.
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Sean 0'Rourk

Fine, and that is what you've been emphasising for, for many weeke

and indeed months now but clearly the British have seme dif
ficulty

with i¢, is it that chey want you to move a little more than you've

been prepared to on Constitutional matters?

Albert Reynol

Well our, the Government's position and my position on Consti
tutional

natters and Articles 2 & 3 are quite clear and unequivocal, I have

said there will be no unilateral change in Articles 2 & 3, but in

nt of abalanced settlement emanating from the talks process,

| whichis a separate process to this, that the I ish Government would

' indeed put a Referendumto the Irish people... ’

Sean_O'Rourke:

Right, but

Albert Reynolds:

To bring about whataver changes are required in that situati
on.

Now, let me say, let me go on to say this, John ¥ajor accepted that

in principal during the general election campalgn when he was making

his speech on Northern Ireland, James Molyneaux afte
r my appearance

on the David Frost programme said he was now quite clearly of
 the

view as to where the Irish Government stood and I think there's

general acceptance that that's what people wanted to hea
r trom us

that in the event of an overall settlement that there 
would be a

Referendum held and give the Irish, the Irish people the o
pportunity

to voice their view because this is a people's issue.

n_o'Rourke

But is that something which is going to be tied into the joint statement

which you're working at the present time?

Albert Reynolda:

Well I, I, I think that all those fundamental issues are issues

for the talks process, however...
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Sean 0'kcurket

95 you're not prepared to give the Constitutional

joint statement?

Albert Reynolds:

I'm not prepared to make any unilateral change in the Constitution

or to declare that in, in a statement...

Sean O'Rourket

or did you have a commitment to it?

Albert Reynolds:

I will continue to say or write it if somebody wants it the present

position of the Irish Government and continue to say that what
 is

our position is and any talks and anything else on changes of a,

to reach & balanced Constitutional agresment is appropriate to the ]

talks process and there's where it has to be teassd cut and what }

I'm talking about.is.a balanced Constitutional settlement.

Sean_Q'Rourke:

But as you say there ave two processes, there's the peace ona and

there's the talks one but you are prepared in the joint statement

on which you're working at the present time to make the kind of

commitment you've spoken about?

Albert Raxnoldn

The present commitment that's there, that hasn't changed and if

somebody wants it in writing I don't have any problems with that

but I don't see that it's, it's absolutely necessary, I've said

it often enough but if, if it, if it bridges the gap, okay.

Sean O'Rourke:

Right now the Brit Prime Minister and his Northern Secretary,

during the week, Mr Major said it when he sat

beside you at the Press Conlerence that Britain was not prapared

to join the persuaders, is that a particular problem for you, I

nean, what do you want them to persuade, presumably you want them

to persuade the Unionists?
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Albert Reynolds:

1 want them to participate in making a statement that's clearly

signals a new beginning for, for all the parties concerned, the

two communities concerned up thers, the people that are involved

in vielence on both sides and indeed the two Governments as well,

in other words that we will accept what, what the two communities

agrea at what everybody sitting around the table agrees at in the

end will bs acceptad by the Irish Government and will be supported

by action by the Irish Government, I want the British Government

tto say the same thing. Ithink the real persuading has to be done

“petween the two communities, who after all are the people that,

whera the conflict is involved and indeed that they have to work

out and persuade each other how they're going to live in future

and then turn to the two Governments and say that's the position

we want solidified by both Governments. What I want this peace

initiative and indeed the statement from the two Governments to

point to a new beginning, to indeed a situation where hopefully

wa can get a cessation of violence and that becomes the startir

point for the new beginning and then let the talks process take

place in a changed environment of peace and no violence and I believe

that's whers the real progress can be made.

Sean O'Rourket

you agree Taoiseach with the view put forward by Cardinal Daly

that address at Westminster during the week when he said that

wouldn't be consistent with British policy nor would it be unfair

or injurious to Unionists if the commitment, the British commitment

the Union were parallaled by a formal acceptance by the British

Government of the validity and value of the Nationalist aim of a

United Ireland achieved by consent and agreement, is that what you're

actually...

Albert Reynolds:

I think that, that phragseology and that wording is extracted from

the famous leaked document that was being put together by officials,

the dacument that was being drafted by the officials in the Department

of Foreign Affairs for presentation to Government, that's where
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that kind of phraseology comes £rom. What I say now and what I

have always said is that document is not relevant to the peace initlative,

that document when it's finalised by the Governmant or another document

like it will be presented indeed for the talks process and it is

in that process that those issues should be teased out. I want

0 keep the peace initiativein a simple, as simple as possible,

not complicated undamental issues which are more appropriate,

appropriately addressed in the talks process.

Sean 0'Rourke:

But that's not something that you want them to agree to say in the

joint statement that you're working on now?

Albert Reynoldss

I'm not using those words, those words are distracted from a statement

that are appropriate to the talks process and I believe that's where

they should be considared,

Sean O'Rourke:

Now are you still, do you still take the view that, as you put it

forward at the Flanna Fail Ard Fheis a few wecks ago that we can

still see the beginnings of peacs by Christmas?

Albert Reynolds;

Well that's a matter if we can reach agreement in time, there's

a mood for peace, nobody danies there's a mood for peace, John Major

has himself accepted that the best opportunity for a cessation of

lence exists now than ever sxisted for the last twenty-five years.

I think there is ample evidence throughout the length and breadth

of this country and indeed in the British media that represents

very solid opinion in Britain that they too would like to ses a

cessation of violence and a resolution of the conflict, the armed

conflict that's going on. Now that mood is there, it is ehe responsibilit

and duty of both Goveraments to take up the initiative in that regard

respond to that mood and indeed grab that opportunivy that is there.

Sean_Q'Rourk

Sut is it, 15 it contingent though on the British actually accepting
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this declaring this right of the Irish people to self-determination?

Albert Reynolds:

First of all it's contingant on the two Goveraments arriving at
& statemant that in both our judgements will indecd give a signal |for a new beginning that the paople involved in arms conflics canrespond to, that's the purpose of this joint statement wa're workingon. Now, we hava to make a judgement at tha end of the day thatthose engaged in vielence and arms conflict will see the sanse of
2 hew direction, see the sense of turning their back on a futilestrategy that has brought them nowhere for tha last twenty-£ive
years

Sean 0'Rourke:

But you've promised them already a place at the table though, I
mean if they cease sheir violence, now what more do you think you
should give them?

Albert Reynolds:

What they want to sse is that people are clearly of a mind to sesk
@ new beginning, we know what is, the futila and indeed the way
the whols thing has developed over the last twenty-five years, everybody
accepts there's geing to be no military solution on either side.
What I velieve is needed is that the two Governments signal quite
clearly that the Governments ara looking for a new beginning, that
they want evaryone to join with us in a new beginning and that by
Our Btatement we will give the signal and the direction that there
i3 a nev beginning there <o be taken up and hopefully that the men
of violence will ses that the futility of twenty-five years has
90t them nowhers and that consequently they'll join the dialogue
and the talks process and that we have to re that thera is a
position for them at an early date to join that process and indead
make their own inpu © how the future of a new Ireland is going
to be brought about, a new Irsland that the two communities in the
first instance can persuade each other that there's a hetter way
ahead chan the way they have been engaged upon for the last twenty~
five years,
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Sean 0'Rourker

An early date, how early is early?

Albert Reynolds:

This thing of telling dates and that I have said on a numbex of

oocasions that T believe there's an opportunity tnere that hasn
't

been there, I don't believe that time is on our side, 3 don't believe

that the mood for peace will carry on indefinite
ly and that's why

I always try ko place it as a matter of urgency betwesn the twa

Governments.

Sean 0'Rourks

Right, but you're saying that there will be &
 place for them at

an early date now I'm trying to establish how 
long this quarantine

is to last?

Albert Reynolds:

well this is a matter, this is & matter for agreemant petwee
n the

<wo Governments, this is a matter for agreement by the two Goveraments

and hopefully we'll get o that issue if not 
at the next meeting

hopefully at a mesting after th
at.

gean 0'Rourk
Sean 0'Rourke:

ou'ze going to talk again in Brusesls next w
eek, sre you, do you

expect that there will ba much progress bet
ueen now and then?

Albert Reynolds:

well it's difficult to say, I think at least we have isolated areas

here thers can be a focussd attention by al
l parties by the teams

on both sides to look at differenc approaches t
o the problems that

nave been thrown up arnd whatever progr s is made they may need

further political input and that's what what both Prime Ministers

will give, will give the process when we meet 1P srussels probably

on Friday or Saturday. You see wa cannot be dafinitive about what

vhat time or how much tima we can give to it
 in Brussels.
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Sean 0'Rourke:

4

Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds, thank you very much indeed for jolning

us.

Albert Reynolds:

Thank you.

rurknn


