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Intarview With An Taoiseach, Albart Raynolds

Sean O'Rourke:

It all depends on whether you regard the glass as half empty or

half full, ene key official is guoted today as saying in the aftermath
of Friday's Anglo Irish meeting at Dublin Castle. Albert Reynolds
and John Major agreed to continue working on a joint statemant which,
in the Taciseach's words, "would heopefully be the foundatien for
peace”, but the two men agmitted that they had still a number of
obstacles to clear in the period ahead. The Tacliseach Jolns us

now in atudio, you're welcoma Taclseach.

Albert Reynolds: (An Taciseach)

Thank you,

Sean O'Rourke:

can you tell us what exactly are the issues to be addressed in that
joint statement in which you're working?

Albert Reynolds:

well I den't think it would be wise to go inte the minusi (pho)
of tha text or the detmils but it is true that we started our diacussions
r a document that has bean, that was first of all presented to
British Government by the Irish Government and secondly that
heen worked upon by officials of both Governments since last
This was tha £irs: cpportunity for the Government MinisTers
irndeed the two Prime Ministers to sit in judgement and start
go through the document which we did and as ias, as is normal
in good sclid negotiations we went through it line by line, paragraph

; paragraph and extracted those issues that were still causing




SENT BY:DUBLIN PRESS OFFICE. + 6-12~83 i 15:53 (DEPT OF FOREIGN AFF, =

§763302:% 3
PAGE 2

problems to both sides. We just parked them so to speak and we

went on with the rest of the document. [I%t is true to say that we

made sclid progress, that over half of the document has alrsady

been agreed, that there are Very garicus issuss still to be addresgsed
by both sides and we commissionad more work between our taams of
officials between now and the meeting in Brussels next week to menitor

what progress we have made since then.

Bean O'Rourke:

But surely though the fact that theare was no, there wasn't even
s communicae, not even a shoxt briaf statement ilssued afterwards,
that would suggest that you're still pcles apart.

Albart Ravnolds:

It might, we are, we have already admittad we have dlfficulties
between us, that doesn't say that we won't be able to overcome them,
thaere will ba difficult discussions along the way bue I think it's,
it's important to remind everybody that this was a working meeting,
it wasn't a summit, it wasn't expected and we clearly flagged that

in advance, it wasn't expected that a communicas would come out,

but that we would indeed say how far we had got and continue our

work and I think that's what is important is that the peace initiative
ig still firmly on course but there are serious preblems along the

way ag I said there ara road blocks there, some We anticipated,

some we don't and I'm sure thers'll ks more difficulties put 1in

cur way before the end of the day.

Sean O'Hourke:i

According teo various reports in the aftermath of the meeting there

are several issues, can we just maybe taks them individually, for
inatance, =his notion of self-determination now you've sald I think

that you'd like to see the Britigh acknowledge that the future of

the island of Ireland is a matter for the people of Ireland to determine
with consent freely given North and South. I8 thers a problem that
his will be seer as something which maybe would be calculated on
an all=Ireland basis and somehow would undermine the Union?
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Albert Reynolds:

I think that's the fear that is out there and I think somea Britiah

media during the week I think wers seen to be pragenting, presenting
{t in that light. That is not the position of the Irish Government.
We are not looking for self-determination of the island as a whole
calculated as one single entity. We have sald that, there will

be ne change in the atatus of Northern Ireland without a majority
rhere and I think =his issus wae clarified very elearly on a BBC
Newsnight television programme the other night when the Government
whip, Noel Dempsey and Michael Mates were there and when Noel Dempaay
clarified it Michael Mates said that's fine, that clears up any
misunderstandings or mis-statements about it and it is gquite acceptable
to him, 8o there shouldn't be problems in that regard.

Baan QO'Rourka:

Well if it's gQuite acceptable to Michasl Mates is it not guite acoceptable
to John Major, presumably you said the same to him as Noeal Dempséay
gald =¢o Michaal Mates?

Albert Reynolds:

Of courge and thoss are issues as I say, that we gtill have to maybe
work on on the phraseclogy in relation to them between now and the
next meeting and monitor our progress then but that doesn't say

rhat wa won't find a formula. I think what, what people need to
undergtand here is that I believe that both communities in the North
want a new beginning, I believe a new beginning is absolutely necessary
and a new beginning should be, I think the starting peint for a

pew beginning should bsa peace, & segsa=ion of viglence and that

this initiative that we're engaged upon is trying to produca & formula
ehat can bring a cessation of violence about, that peocple want a

senge of direction, a sense of turning away from the last twenty-

£ive yesars of arms conflict between the two communities and the
British security forces and that this statement would clearly signal

a new direction and a new approach and indeed bring the people that
are involved in violence into the political dialogue after a cessation
of violenca, I think that's bagiec what we're trying to de.
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Sean 0'Rourkes

Fine, and that is what you've been emphasising for, for many weeks

and indeed months now but clearly the British have soma difficulty

with ie, is it that they want you o move a little more than you've
been prepared to on constitutional matters?

Albert Reynolds:

Wall ouy, the Governmsnt's pesition and my position on Congtituticnal
matters and Articles 2 & 3 are quite clear and uneguivocal, I have
said there will be no unilateral change in Articles 2 & 3, but in

+he event of a balanced settlement emanating from the talks process,
which is a separate process to this, that the Irish Government would
indsed put a Referendum to the Irish pecple...

Sean 0'Rourke:
quhtf butlt‘

Albert Reynoldsa:

To bring about whataver changes are regquired in that situation.

Now, let me say, let me go on to say this, John Major acceptad that
in prinecipal during the general alection campalgn when he was making
nhis speech on Narthern Ireland, Jamea Molyneaux after my appearance
on tha David Frost programme sald he was now quite clearly of the
view as to whare the Irish Government gtood and I think there's
general acceptance that that's what people wanted to hear from us
that in the event of an overall settlement that thers would be a
naferendum held and give the Irish, the Irish psople the opportunity

to voice their view because this is a cacple's 1s8us,

Eean O'Rourke:

But is that something which 1: ng to be tied into the joint statement
gn which you're working at the tima?

Albert Reynoldas
well I, I, 1 think that all those fundamental isgues are lssues

for the talks process, however...




Sean 0'keourkae:

¢s you're not prepared to give the Congtitutional promiss in the
joint statement?

Albert Raynoldas:

I'm not prepared to make any unilateral change in the Ceonstitution
or o declare that in, in a statement...

BSsan O'Rourkai

Or did you have a commitment to it?

Albert Reynolds:

I will con to say or write it if somebody wants it the present

iny
position of the Irish Government and continue to say that what is

our position is and any talks and anything elsee on changes of a,
to reach & balanced Constitutional agreement ls appropriste te the
talks process and there's where it has to be teased cut and what
I'm talking about.is a balanced Constitutional gattlement,

Sean O'Rourke:

But as you say there are two processgas, thera's the paace one and
there's the talks one but you are prepared in the joint statement
on which you're working at the present time to make the kind of
commitment you've spoken about?

Albert Reynolds:

The present commitment that's there, +hat haan't changed and if

somebody wants it in writing I don't have any problams with that
but I don't see that it's, it's absolutely necessary, I'va sald

it often enough but if, if it, 4f it bridges the gap, okay.

Baan O'Rourkes:

Right now the British Prime Minister and his Northern Secratary,
Mr Mayhew both said during the waek, Mr Mader said it when he sat
beside you at the Press Conlerence that Britain was not preparad
to join the persuaders, 1s that a par izular problem for you,
maan, what de you want them to nersuade, presumably you want tham

+to persuade the Unieonists?
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Albert Reynolds:

I want them to participate in making a statement that's clearly
signals a new beginning for, for all the parties concernaed, the
two communities concerned up there, the psople that are involved
in vielence on both sides and indeed the two Governments as well,

in other words that we will accept what, what the two communities

agrea at what averybody &itting around the table agrees at in the
end will ba acceptad by the Irish Government and will be supported
by action by the Irish Government, I want the British Government
to say the same thing. I think the real persuading has to be dons
hwetween the two communities, who after all are the people that,
whera the conflict is involved and indeed that they have to work
out and persuade each other how they're going to live in future
and then turn to the two Governments and say that's the position
we want solidified by both Governmente., What I want this peace
initiative and indesed the statement from the two CGovernments to
point to a new beginning, to indeed a situation where hopefully

wa can get a cessation of violence and that becomes tha starting
point for the new beginning and then let the talks proceas take
place in a changed environment of peace and no violenca and I believe
that's where the real progress can be made,

gean O'Rourke:

you agres Taolseach with the view put forward by Cardinal Daly
. +hat address at Westminster during the week when he said that
. wouldn't be consistent with British pelicy nor would it be unfalr
injuricus to Unionists if the commitment, the British commitment
the Union were parallelsad by a formal acceptance by tha British
Governmant of the validity and value of the Nationalist aim of a
tnited Ireland achisved by consent and agresmgnt, 1s that what you're

actually...

Albert Reynolds:

I think that, that phrageology and that wording 18 extracted from

+the famous leaked document that was being put together by cfficials,
+he document that was béing drafted by the officials in the Department
of Poreign Affairs for presentation to Government, that's where
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that kind of phraseclogy comes from. What I say now and what I

have always eaid is that document is not relevant to the peace initlative,
that document when it's finalised by the Governmant or another document
like it will be presented indeed for tha talks process and it is

in that process that those jgsuss should be teased out. I want

to keep the peace initiative in a simple, as simple as possible,

not complicated by fundamental issues whic¢h are more appropriats,

appropriately addreseed in the talke process.

gean O0'Rourka:

But that's not somathing that you want them to agree to say in the
joint statement that you're working on now?

Albert Reynolds:

—

I'm not using those words, thoss words are distracted from a statement
that are appropriate te the talks process and I believe that's where
thay should be considared,

Sean O'Rourke:
How are you still, do you still take the view that, as vou put it

forward at the Fianna Fail Ard Fheis a few wecks ago that we can
gtill see tha beginnings of peace by Christmas?

Albert Reynolds:

well that's a matter if we can reach agreement in time, there's

a mood for peace, nobody denies there's a mood for peace, John Major
hag himself accepted that the best oppcrtunity for a ceggation of
violance exists now than ever axisted for the last twenty-five years.
I =hink there i1s ample evidence throughout the length and breadth

of this country and indeed in the British media that represents

vazry solid opinion in Britain that they too would like to =as &
~essation of violence and a resolution of the conflict, the armed
conflict «hat's going on. Now ¢hat mood is there, it is ehe regpongibilic
and duty of both Governments %o take up the initiativs in that regard,

raspond to that moed and indeed grab that cpportunizy that ls there.

Saan_p'Rnurka:

Sut is it, 18 it contingent though on the British actually accepting
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Sean O'Rourkei

An carly date, how early is early?

Albert Reynolds:

This thing of telling dates and that I have gaid on a number of
occasions that I beliava there's an opportunity there that hasn't
bean there, I don't believe that time is on our gids, I don't believe
that the mood for peace will carry on indefinitaly and that's why

I always try to place it as & matter of urgsney betweaan the two

Govarnments.

gean O'Rourke:

rRight, but you're saying that there will be a place for tham at
an early date now I'm trying to astaplish how long this quarantine
ig to last?

Albert Reynolds:

wall this is a matter, this is & matter for agresmant between tha

cwo Governments, thie 18 & matter for agreement DY +he two Governments
and hepefully we'll get ©o shat issue if not at the naxt meeting
hopefully at a meeting after that.

gean O'Rourke:

vou're going to talk again in prusgels next week, are you, do you

expact that there will bA much progress hetwWeen now and then?

Albert Raynolds:

Wwell it's difficult to say. I +hink at lsast we pave ignlaged arean
where thera can be a focused attention bY all parties by the teams
on both sides to look ak differant approaches €0 she problems that
nave been thrown up and whatever progress ig made they may need

a further political input and that's what, what both Prime MinistsIs
will give, will give the procass when we meet in Brussels probably
on Friday or Saturday. vou see wa cannot be dafinitive about what

day o what time or how muoh tima wé Can give tTo it in Brassels,




Sean ﬂ"ﬁaurkn:

TPaciseach, Albert Raynolds, thank you very much indeed for J

ugd.

Albert Raynolds:

Thank you.




