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Intarview With An Taoisach, Albert Reynolds

8

Sean 0'Rourkes

It all depends on whether you regard the glass as half empty or

nale ona key offictal is quoted today as saying in the aftermath
of Priday's Anglo Irish mesting at Dublin Cast!
and John Major agreed to con
e Taoiseach's words, "would hopefully ba
men admitted that they had still a nunber of
obstacles o clear in the pariod ahead. The Taoiseach Joi:
now in atudio, you'rs welcoms Taciseach.

Albert Reynolds

statemant whicn,

o foundation for

Albert Reynolds: (An Taoiseach)

Thank ye

Sean 0'Rourk

Can you tell us what exactly are the issues to be addressed in

stacanes which you're working?

wise €0 g0 nust (pho:

ie true that we started our discussions
of a1l presented to

secondly that

n good solid negotiasions we went ch

ose tasues that were seill

pazagraph and sxtracted




des. Wa just parked them 8o to speak and we

went on with the rest . It is true to say that e
made solid progress, that over half of the docunent has already

been agreed, that chere are very serious issues still to be addressad
by bosh sides and we comnissicned more work betw:
otei

hat progress we have made since then.

ale between now and the mesting in Brussels next week £o monitor

Sean 0'Rourke:

But surely though the fact thas ¢
«

& communicae, not e of statenent lssued

chat would suggest th

e still poles spart

Albert Reynold
1t might, we

, we have already admittad we have &
en us, that doesn't say that we won't be able to overcomo them,
there will be difficult discussions along she way but I chink it's,
Sits important to remind evarybody that this was a work
it wasn't a sumnit, it was:

culties

g meeting,
expected and ve clearly flagged that
expected that a comrunicas would come out

at we would indeed say how far we had got and continue our
rink that's

ts that the peace initiative
mly on course but there are serious problems alons the

4 thore ars road
& and 1'm sure thers'll be more difficulties put in

ocks there, some we snticipated,

some wa don

way befora the end of the day

Sean 0'Rourke

According to various repor

in the aftermach of the mesting there
inddvidually, for

issuss, can we just maybe cake the:

ination now ¥

aritish acknowledge

island

e pacple of Ire:

¢ freely given North and South. Is
s somet!

3 somshow would undermine

maybe would
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Albert Reynolds:
I think that's the f s out there and I think some British

o saen to be presenting, presenting

edia during the week I
it in that light. That is not the position of the Ir,
We are not looking for self-determination of the island as a whols
said that, there will

Zreland without a majority

Government.

calculated as one single entity. We h
be no changs in the status of Northern
& issus vas clarified very clearly on 2 BBC

<here and I think
Newsnight television programne tha other nig!
nip, Nos hasl Mates were there and whe
ed it Miohas 4 that's fine,
s o mis-statements about it and it is quite acceptabl
s problems in that zegard.

when the Government

Noal b

Dempsey and ey

clears up any

, %0 thera shouldn't

o'Rourkes

ichasl Mates is it not guite acoepsable
e o hin as Noel Dempsey

Well i quite acceptable to
o John Major, presurably you said the
said so Vichael Mates

Albert Reynolds:

0f course and those ara issues as I say,

work on on the phraseology in relation to them between now and th
dossn't say

11 have to maybe

next meeting and ronitor cur progress then but Sh
© we won't £ind a formula. I think what, what people need
I belleve that both cormunities in the Nort:

Lutely necessary

g 1s

slieve a new begin
hink the starting point for &
few beginaing sho eion of viclence and that
this initiative that we're engaged upon is trying to produ

viclence sbout, that people want a
twenty-

and = new beginning should be, I

4 b peace, a

& fornula

that can bring a cessation o

on, & sense of turning

sense of direc
2 arms conflict between the ©
and that this statement would clearly signal
deed b

cal dialogue after a cessatio:

and ¢

five years

Bricish security force

g the people that

a new direction and & mew appro
are ©
of violence, I chink

a in violence into
s baste

1at ve're trying o do.
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Sean o'Rourke:

i

. and that ic what you've been emphasising for, for many weske
cly the British have some difficulty
tle more than you've

4 indesd months now but cl
with i, is it that they want you o move a
been prepared to on Constitutional matters?

Albert Reynolds
Well our, che Government's position and my pesition on Conatltutional

ceicles 2 & 3 are quite clear and unequivecal, I have

cors and
said thera will be no unilateral changs in Articles 2 & 3, but in
the event of a balanced settlement emanating from the talks process,

Which is a saparate process to this, that the Irish Goverament would
n peopl

indesd put a Referendu:

Sean 0'Rourke:
Right, but...

Albert Reynolds:

To bring about whatover changes are X
Jow, 1at na say, lct me 3o on to sy this,
in principal durtng
hie speach on Northern Iraland, James Molyneaux after my appearance
on the bavid Frost prograr arly of the
vlew as to whezs the Irish Government stood and I think there's

& whaz people vanted to haar from us
ovarall settlsment that thers would be a

he Irish people the opportunity

ed in that situation
John ¥

Jor acceptad that

ton campaign when

general slec

4 ha wae now quite

general acosptance that chai

tha event of an

But is that something which is going to be tied into tha joint statement

you'ze working at th cine?

Albert Reynolds:
a1l chose fundamental issues are issues

howevr.




Joint statement?

Alb

rt Reynolds:

I'm not prepared to make any unilat

al change in the Constitusion

or to declars that in, in a statement

n _O'Rourka:
or a

comnitment to it?

Albert Reynolds

1 will continue somebody wants it the present

the 1 nd continue to say that what is
thing el
to reach a balanced Constitutional agresmer

position is and any talks and any

18 appr;
talks process and there's where it has to be teased out and what
I'm talking about.is a balanced Comstitus

there axe two processes, thare's the peace one and
ks one but you are prepared in the joint statement

on which you'rs working at the present time to make the kind of

spoken abo

The present commitment that's thers, that hasn't changed and if
ie in wrising I don't have any prob

it T don't see that ie's, it

s with that

I've sald

ac the Press Conferance that

particular probles for you, I

uade, presumably you want thes




bert Reynol
1 want tham to participate
signals & new beginning for, for al

the parties concernad, the
involy
in violance on both sides and indesd the two Governments as well,

in other words that we will accept what, what the two communities

agrea at what everybody s table agress at in the

ond will bs accapted by the Trish Government and will be supported
by action by the Irish Governwent, I vant the British Govern
to say the same thing. I think the real persuading
between the two communities, who after all are the people that,

they have to work
out and parsuada aach other how they're going to live in future

and then turn to the two Governments and say that's the position
we want solidifled by both Covernmenta. What 4s peace
initiative and indesd the statement from the two Governnents to
poine to a new begin opotully

wa can get a cessation
point for the new beginning and then let th talks process take

place in a changed emvizonment of peace and no violence and I believe

a up thers, the people

ing around ti

s to be done

whera the conflict s {nvolved and indeed th

ng, to indeed & situation wh

1 progress can be made.

gean 0'Rour)

Do you agres Taolsea

L witn

w put forward by Cardinal Daly
week when he said that

icy nor would it be unfair
the Brizish commitment

or injurious
to the Union vera & by a formal acceptance by the British

Government of the
United Ireland ac!

 Netionalist atm of a

at st you're

actually..

Albert Reynolds:

logy and that wording ia oxtracted from

at was being put togather by officials,
£eed by the officials in the Department
tion to Government, that's where




from. What I say now and what I

that kind of ph
have alvays said is thac document is not relevant to the peacs initiative,

ology com

Governnant or another document
and it 1s

that document when it's finalised by th
Like it will ba pressnted indeed for the talks proce
n that procass that thosa issuas should be teased out. I want

o Xeep the peace initiative in a simple, 2s simp! possible,
by fundamental issues which are more appropriate,
d in the talks process.

not complicate:
agpropriately addre

gean 0'Rourker

But that's not something that you want them to agres to say in the
Joint statement that you're working on now?

Albert Reynolde:
T'm not usi
appropriate to
ahould be considered.

those words are distracted from a statament

ks process and I belisve that's where

g those word

Sean O'Rourke:
Now axe you atill, do you scill take © "
foruard at the Fianna Fail Ard Fhels a Zew weoks age that we can
58111 see the beginnings of peace by Christmas?

o v nat, as you put it

Albert Reynolds:

Well that's a matter if we can reach agreeme:
a mo0d for peace, nobody danies the:
has ninself accepted that the best oppe
ever sxisted for the last twenty-five years.

I think there is ample evidance throughout the length and breadth

indeed in the Bris:
ney too would like to sas &
Lice, the ammed

h media that represen

Britain thae

on of viclence and a resolution of con

lice hat's going on. Now that mood is there, it i3 the responsidi

and duty of both Governments to tateia
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this declaring ¢ minasion?

anents arriving at
ERat in both our Judgements will {ndecd give a signal
e Paople involved in arms conflice can
BUrpose of this joint statement wa're worl
ave to make a judgement at tha end of the day that
those engaged in violence and arms conflict will see the sense of

19 thelr back on a futile

that ¢

on. Now, we

new dir £ tur

nere for

on, see the sense
that has brought th

s last tuensy-£i

vears.

Sean 0'Rourkes

But you've promised

em already a place
if they cease their viol

¢ the table though, T
at nore do you think you

should give

them?

Albert Reynolds:
What they want to sse is that people ar
2 new beginning, we know what is, the futila and indsed the

clsarly of a mind to sesk

the whols thing has 189t twonty-sive yoars, averybody

accepts thera's go
What I believe is needed is thas o Governments signal quite
1y that the

100king for a new beginning, that
ning and ehat by
L 5ive the signal and the direction that there

me €0 30in with us in a mew bagd

o taken up and hopefully that the men

enty-five years has

they'11 join the dialogus
that thera s a
Process and indeed

the two comnunities in th

©e can persuads each other that the:

he way they have b

five years




n

An sarly det:

Albert Reynolds:

been thers, I don
that the mood for

I alwaye try to place it as a mal

Governments.

Sean 0'Rouske:

£, but you'ra

early date now
is o last?

Albext Roynolds
Well h:
cvo Governments,

and hopetul
hopefully at & n

gean 0'Rourke:

Yo

going to

) how early is early?

ning of telling dates and that I have said on a number of
¢hat 1 believe there's an opportunity chere that hasn't

¢ believe that time is on our side, I don't believe
italy and that's why
= of urgency betveen the EwO

peace will carry on inde

saying that there will be a place for them at
I'm trying to establish how long this quarantine

& matter for agrasment between the

< by the two Governments

this 18 &

4o you

1% again in Brusesls next week,

“eoact chat thars will ba much progress betusen nov and then?

Albert Reynolds:

apor:
rogress is mage they may need

nput and that's what, what beth Prime Mini
“ve the process when we meet in Brusssls probably
about what

You see wa cannot be dafinit:
cine we can give to it in Brassels.




Sean_o'Rourke:

Tacisaach, Albert Raynolds,

Albert Reynolde:

Thank you.

ank you




