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4. In confirming its wish, and its commitment to ensure,
that Northern Ireland should remain in the United Kingdom unless
and until that might cease to be the wish of a majority of 1ts
people, and that it would be wrong to change that status without
the consent of such a majority, the British Government affirms
nonetheless that 1it would have no gelfish strateglc O economic
interest in retaining Northern Ireland within the Uynited Kingdom
against the wishes of its people; that its primary interest 18
to see peace; stability and reconciliation established by
agreement among 2ll the people who inhabit the jgland; and that
it will work together with the Irish covernment tO achieve such
an agreement which will embrace the totallty of relationships.

At the same time, the British covernment:

(1) confirms that +he future status of Northern Ireland
should only be determined on the basils of concurrent

consent, North and South, of the people living 1n Ireland;

(ii) accepts and acknowledges accordingly that if, but
only 1f£, @ majority in each part of Ireland freely
expressed the wish that there should be a united Ireland

then thils chould come about;

(alatal)) confirms 1ts wish to see€ agreement reached between
the people of the island of Ireland, North and South, on
arrangements, structures OT jnstitutions to which all the

people living in ireland could give assent and support;

(1v) confirms that such arrangements, structures OT
institutions may if 80 empowered DY the relevant

parliaments take the form of agreed jndependent

..1_.
SECRET and PERSONAL
DUSL/MR/42131-4.10.93




——— —

— N ——

———

SECRET and PERSONAL

| o structures for the island as a whole;

(V) confirms, in particular, that if, in the future, a

majority of the people of Northern Ireland clearly wish
establishment of a united

legislation tO

for and formally consent to the
Ireland, it will introduce and support
give effect to that wishj;

(vi) acknowledges, accordingly, a binding obligation to
work to implement without impedimen

agreement on future relationships in

Ireland whether of this character OI any other wh
th respectively may

t any measure of

the island of
ich the

people living in the North and Sou
themselves freely determine and consent TO;

legitimacy of claims toO

and accordingly hereby acknowledges the
e island of

rights of self-determination made by the people of th

Ireland, North and south. The British Government'believes that
in friendship +o them, tO

encourage the people of the North and South,

to reach agreement on how they ma

partnership, showing respect
fully recognising the special,links an
which exists betweel the people of Britain and ireland. The
British Government'will seek, consistently with the foregoling,
e such a process over a period of dialogue
+ for the rights and

y live 1n concord, harmony and

for their diverse traditions and

d the uniqgue relationship

to assist and enabl
and co-operation‘based on full respec

identities of both traditions in Ireland.
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