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A Northern Ireland MP claims he has been given confidential
information about a series of meetings which allegedly took place

this year between senior republicians and representatives of the
Government., Eamon Mallie reports,

Despite categoric denials by Downing Street and the Northern
Ireland Office its reported evidence exists to independently
coroborate the MP's claim. He s8aid he was approached by an
insider and informed direct contact involving the rapublician
lcadership and representatives of the Government had been going
On over a period of months. It is further alleged that clearance
for the talks had come from what he sald was 'the highest 1level

of Gavernment'., Another well-placed source claimed the meetings
werea carefully o ordisnted with vary congidearable attention

given to detail. Last weekend when Downing Strenet was approached
about reported direct contact a spokesman said ‘'we've made clear
On many, many occasions we don't speak to those who carry ouvt or
advocate or condone violence to further their political aims'.
It has been 1learned that Downing Street called the Northern
Ireland Office on Sunday to discuss the press inquiry. A
spokesman for the Northern 1Ireland Office gaid ‘'we have no
knowledge of such talks or meetings. The Bacratary of State had
made his attitude to talking tu Sinn Fein vary crlasr on many
occasions'. The MP who was given the information about the
secret meeting(s) said he is making further in-depth
investigation through contacts which he has.



