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Discussion of JN15, Hrussels, 10 December 1993, 1130-1400

Lyne vs Mansergh, Dorr, O hUiggin

(a) Para 2, third sentence
ITish reguest omession of gi1tnet MSTAGLITO Y s O.T

ONSELETRELION Al

Ccomment: Requesl lrom John Hume. Pushed mainly by Dorr

4annd O'h. NOT pressed hard. NOT conceded by us.

To be resolved.

()R aras iR the i sl and ot

Agreed.

REHm P al=aEd e st s e ntences:

Irish redraft: "... they will uphold Lhe democratic wisl
of a greater number ol Lhe pcoplc of Northern Ireland on
Lhe issue of whether they preler to supporl Lhe uri1on or
a sovereign uniled Ilreland,”

Explanation: Singular "wish" refers to the people as d
whole.

"4" rather than "the" greatcr number retfers back to an
Anglo/lrish Agrecment argument. Indeflinile drticle
lessens the dmplication ULhat one is referring to the

Unionist majotity.

aThemissuneloftamdestignedBLosiigRkeSthi SESentencesspeciiusic

vather Llhan d blank cheque ftor the enactment ot Unionist

wisheshaciossh the s boarids,
comment: F~Flaced under UK reserve pending consullabtion.

Aoy reason why we should nol concede?

(d) Para 4, secound sentence:
Teish teguest to amend ending to "... no selfish interest
af s anydescrup o

Comment: Said to be another John Hume request.

Re jecled on the spot by the UK as totally unacceptable.

(e} Para 4, fourlh sentcnce:
UK request for deletion of "assist".

Commenl: argument made and resisted.,
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Paorint lett under rcserve Ol both sidues.
Scope for creative suggestions for ql Lternatives by UK

side.

(f)  Para 4, rtifth sentcnces
UK requested deletion o Yas lofiirighte and of "including
a sovereign united lre)and” .
Comment : bitterly resisted DY Tl n el et ek ey
sentences to appeal to nationalists.
No willingness by the Irish to drop "as of g hits
face of the UK [Attorney General 's] arguments. Claimed
that Article 1l(c) of the Anglo-Irish Agreemerl al ready

s EG:

incorporated this polnt in a legal document.

Slightly more flexibillty over final words. Irishb woul d

accept reversion tO "agreed independcnce structurcs” .
As an altermative, they floated "... tor the island as 4a
whole, including an independent Ireland by agreement"-ﬂ
Poasition left open, Ine{ructions reguired. Rccommend
Y that we drop our objection tO was of right” and Lry
another alternative for the second problew = €9 D ma BE
island as a whole, including, by agrecment, dn
independent lreland if the people of Notlhern Ireland si//

determined. "

(g) Para 4, seventli scntence.
UK prOposed insertion of "equally” and "go determine’”,

and deletion ot last ninc words.
gy determine” and deletion at end agreed.
Mild Irish objections to "equally". Left under reserve.

lrish Litkely to concede.

() PaTaes’ penultimate senternce:

1rext of Trish insertion still awaited.

i) Paras 10 and 11 of JD14: Iraish Convention.
Following indications that James Molyneaux was not as
strongly opposed to the concepl as previously assumed,
especiially it the Convention was renamed a "Forum®, the
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lrish made a strong pitch (which the Taoiseach later
followed up) for reinsertion of the Convention
PArdyraphs. UK cluimed this was a misunderstanding of
Molyueaux and insisted that the Butler/Nally agreement of

Tuesday must stand.

Reluctantly accepted by Mansergh, but the Taoiseach has

not yet [inally conceded. His argument is that he will
only give up Lhe Convention it paragraph 4 offers enough

to the nalionallsts and is not watered down by UK.

(J) First sentence ot para 10:
UK resisted amendment suggested by telephone by Mansergh
on 9 December,
Atter long drgument, UK suggested tollowing compromise:
“I'he British and Irish Governments reiterate that all
those commilted to the cause of peace have an absolute
responsibility to renounce permanently the use otf, and
support tor paramilitary violence."
Accepted ad referendum by the Trish.

(k) Para 10, third senlence:
Revised sentence accepted by the UK now reads: "The
Prime Minister and the Taoiseach confirm that, following

4 renunciation of violence Sinn Fein would be free to

N ——————————— —-

ir

Panticlipa el GUl] v ases

(1) S 2 i1 ] {0
Long argument over UK proposal to delete "within”" beforc
"rthree monlhs".
Point left under reserve. UK promised to consider Irish
argument that "wilthin three months" gave HMG helpful
flexibility, without departing trom previous position of
pEAnIcIplc:

Recommendation: accept Irish argument.
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UK accepled deletion of "IRA" in penultimatc sentence and

daplacement ofl tperniitiphyrvenablie saain last sentence.

Irish accepted "their own'" 1in last senternce.

(n) Fara 10, last sentence:

Manseryh suggested addition of the tollowing:

“L .. polilical dialogue, including the possible

establishment of a Forum for Peace and Reconciliation-®.
e appeaved to secure approval on the spot from the
laoiseAach.

UK saw attractions, but lefl the polint under reserve
pending further consultation.

Recommendation: we should accept. Strongly

advantageous.

New paragrdaph 11
- first sentence: Irisihh want to replace "present’

with "fervent”. Comment: transmission error.

Accept?

= second sentence: Irish resisted UK amendment "both

parts of" lreland. Argued that "lreland" appeared

unqualified clsewhere. Comment: drop amendment?
same sentence: cliange “a basis! to “the basis'.
Transmission error. Accept?

= S1XtlT scntence; UK amendment of "for the people of

Lhese i slandsENatteritentall st accepted.

- new final senlence proposed by UK: long debate.
Bitter Irish resistance to a reference to the talks
process. Compromise proposal, ad referendum on both
sides: "It would transtorm the prospects for
building on the progress already made in the talks
process, 1lnvolving the two Governments and the

constitulLional parties in Northern Ireland through
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ntensified negotiations in which all could

participate. ”
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