SECRET and PERSONAL

DRAFT FROM PS/SECRETARY OF STATE TO:

Roderic Lyne Esqg. CMG
Private Secretary

10 Downing Street
LONDON Sw1

EC SUMMIT: MEETING WITH THE TAOISEACH: JOINT DECLARATION

The Prime Minister is due to meet the Taoiseach in the margins of
the European Council in Brussels tomorrow to review progress on

work towards a Joint Declaration.

It is envisaged on both the British and Irish sides that the
meeting in the margins at Brussels should be played down
publicly. It should not stoke up expectations or fears about the
progress which is being made. On the assumption that, following
the Brussels meeting, we remain on track, it is envisaged that
the Prime Minister and the Taoiseach might hold a further meeting
in London next week, at which the Joint Declaration would be
made. If possible, this would deliberately be somewhat in
advance of media expectations.

It will be helpful for the two Heads of Governments to exchange
ideas on the general handling of the Joint Declaration. The
Prime Minister may wish to explain that he will be taking steps
to rally support for the Declaration, particularly among key
opinion formers on the Nationalist side in Northern Ireland and
in the Catholic community in Great Britain. 1In addition to this
there are five main points to be settled:

(1) The text, on which I attach a separate note.

((1sl)) The timing and handling of the Taoiseach’s separate
announcement of the establishment of the Irish Convention.
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(111} The date and time of the meeting next week when the

Joint Declaration will be made.

(iv) Advance warning of HMG’s attitude to a Northern

Ireland Select Committee.

(v) The Press Briefing Line to be used after the meeting.

The attached points to make cover points (ii), (iii) and (iv)e
The textual points are dealt with in the attached note. We
suggest that the Press Briefing Line might be in these terms:

"The Prime Minister and Taoiseach had a useful discussion.
They reviewed the on-going work which officials were
commissioned to do at their meeting in Dublin last week.
There is more to be done, though both sides believe progress
is being made. The Prime Minister and Taoiseach plan to meet

again before Christmas."

Michael Ancram’s meeting with Jim Molyneaux produced the

following points:

(1) some minor textual suggestions in paragraph 4,
reflected in the attached note on the text. (He
returned to his wish to add "new" in the first
sentence of paragraph 5, but did not press it.);

(ii) he noted the new reference to consent and
constitutional reform (paragraphs 5 and 7) with
appreciation, and the other amendments of his which

have been secured;

((atatsth) he opined that if the Irish Convention were called
the Forum, it would be much less objectionable. (The
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implication was that, on that basis, he could even
accept the relevant Paragraphs in the Joint

Declaration, though we do not suggest changing our
Posture on that.);

(iv) he is broadly Supportive, continues not to
"expostulate", but believe
others will pe rough.

8 the reaction of some

I am copying thig letter to John Sawers and Melanie Leech.
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