{rEn S EECRREEaT AND PUEI RSO NEATL

i
|

—— JOINT DECTARATION

| 1L The  Taoiseach and the British Prime Minister acknowledge thart

the most urgent ancd impo-tant issue facipncheEne C

| - e R - . N T - Tk gy DU
Treland, Nor=: and South, anc tae 3rZtlsh anc lI-
Governments t=ogetier, is To remove tie CaUSES of conilictT, toO
overcome the lecacy of history and O neal the divisions wnic:

have resulted, -escocnising cthat cthe apsence of a lasting and

satisfactory settlement of relationsnlps between the peoples

of both islands has cont-ibuted to continuing tragedy and

sufZering.
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} 2 They consider that the development of the Zuropean Community

will of itself reguire new approaches TO SerVe interests

|| common to both parts of Ireland.

3. The Taoiseac= anc the Britlisn Prime Minister are convinced of

the lpnestimapb value to both their peoplas of healing

le
5 | divisions in Ireiand and of ending a conflict which has Dbeen

so manifestlv to the detriment of all. Both recognise that
the ending of divisions can come about only through the

sement and cooperation of the people, North and South,

agr
They thersrfore make

representing both traditions in Ireland.
= ﬂnnppf=rinr ar all leyals oOn

=

she basis of the fundamental principles, undertakings and

obligacions under international agresements, to which they hav

Joinzly commictctad themselves, and the gquarantees which eacn

goverament has given. It is their aim to foster agreement aC

reconciliacizsn, lsading to a New political frameworXk founded
AR consen= anc ancompassing the wnhole 1slarnd andiitshcalaten

== Ca s all=mho e =saaiiisland.
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The Drime Minister reite-aces on benalf oX tae 3ritisn

Goverament Lhat zhey have zno selfisn strategic or econom.ic

interest in Norzhern Irelznc. Theixs primar?'inzares: 15 to

-econciliation establishead DV

see peace, stabllity anc
napit the island, and

acreement among all the people who 1n

they will waork togezaer sie=z the Irisn Government =0 achileve

empDr2ce the TOTallty oI

il

such an agr-eementT, Wil iy 5
rel=tionships. The role of the
n=plie such agreement over & DEer

encourage, assisc and e
through a process of diz_ogue and cnnpera:imn_based onEERLY

h——

respect for the rignts a=c identities oz both traditioms 10

- such agreement may, as of rigat,

Iireland. They accept tIs
take the form of agreed :ndependent STIUCTUIES
The Britisk Government adreec that
T-eland alone tO exercise their right

o tne island

as a whole. it is for the
people of the islanad oL
of self-detrermination on ~he basis of fraely'and.cmncurrently

given consenc, North anc Soutl, tTO bring apout a united

They reaffirm as binding

Ireland, if that 1s thei= wish.
i+utional

noth Northerm Ireland’s statutory consc

obligations,
Sz fofiags ais € majority

quarantee and that tley TNt o che

were clearly to express 2 wisi toO jointin a united Ireland,

introduce the legislatica €O give effect to taat. Similarly

they will act to give ef<act to any measure Or agreement On

in Ireland which the people living in
erermine without extermal impediment

future relationships

Ireiand may themselves C

and An a3 nasis of concaT—T2DT Nor=2/Sourh consent. They
believe that &the people o= Aritain would wish, in friendship

o all sides, to enable =2e people of Ireland €o reach

agrsement OR 10w taey maw live together in harmeony end 1n

with respecT for their diverse tradicions and

-l--.i.

211 recogmition o= =2e special links and the unigue
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The Taolseach, on behal? of the Irish Government, conslders

i’

hat the lesscns of Izish niscorv, and especially of Nortier:
sreliang, show Tac sT

anility and well-peizg will not be Iounc
3

uncer any political system wroich is refusec allegiance or

rejected on grounds of identity by a slgrniZZcant minority of
those govermed bv it. He accepts, on behalZf oI che presh

Goverament, that the democzatic Tigit oz self—-determination =

the people o Irasland as a wnole must De achieved ana

exercised with the agreement anc consent O =ae people Oz

Norchern Ireland and must, consistenc witZ justice and equlit:-

respect the democratic dignity and che civil rights and
reiigious liberties of Doti communities. Tkese would De
reflected in any Zuture political and constitutional

rrangements emerging from a new and more proadly based

agreement.

The Irish Government accordingly commit themselves €O workinc
in the spirit and on the basis or the Repore of the New
Ireland Forum to create institutions and stractures which,
while respecting the diversity or the people of Irelana, wou.
enabpie them to work together in all areas oI common interest
This will help over a period to build the tIist necessary to
end past divisions, leading to an agreed and peaceful future
Such structures would, of course, include institutional
recognition of the special links that exist between the

—
I

andeasSpar=SnseeRalitapalli 8y or
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neanlag oFf 3Iri==3=2 and

relationshnips, while taking account of newly forged links wi

n the light of taeir joiat commitment tO promote the

forsgoing objectives, Tae Tapiseach has incdicatsd to the

Bricisn 2rime Minister his intention of establishing a

By i —

permanent IzIsih Convention to consult and advise on the step:.

*

reguired To tsmove cae nar=iersi of distzusz whilicah at present

divide the peoole of Ireland anc which stand in the way or T
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| exercise in common by them of self-determination on a basis o
equality. It will be open to the Convention to make
recommendations on ways 1n whién agreement, as defined in the
Forum Report, and respect for the rights and identities of
both traditions in Ireland, can be promoted and established.
The Convention will operate with full respect for che
authority of the instictutions established by law in@che

State. It will be a fundamental cuiding priaciple o t==2

Convention that all differences between the Irish people

relating to the exercise in common of the rignt to

e

self-determinacion will be resolved exclusively by peacezul

polltical means.

| 8. The Convention will be open to democratically mandated
35 political parties in Ireland which abide exclusively by the
: democratic process and wish to share in dialogue apout

|

Ireland’s political future and the welfare oi all its peopile.




