PRIME MINISTER'S OPENING STATEMENT

Today we've had a frank discussion, which has cleared the air and
gone on to make some useful progress- Altogetherl we've had s1X

ministers spending [x] hours together giscussing these important

problems.

When the Taioseach and I met in London in the summer of 1ast year
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we set ourselves twin objectives /tO bring apout 2

Ty to establish the

permanent cessation of violence and sedmnl

pasis for a lasting political settlement. We have been working

to achieve those objectives ever since.

in Brussels we both agreed that any jnitiative can only pe taken

by the two governments. And that there could be no question of

our adopting OT endorsing the report of the Hume /Adams dialogue

which was recently given to the Taioseach.

Both governments remain committed to the talks processS. Today

we have shared ideas about the prospects of achieving a permanent

end to the violence.
Both governments have been working on @& joint statement,

consistent with out principles, which will address our

understandings of constitutional realities and our political

policies.

There is 1o question of bargaining for an end to the violence
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SLg s
oth governments made that clear at Brussels- The Prov151onal

the
present themselves as interested in securing peace- et ¥

i at
have. fatilefttoydaliiversantendytosviol engss; They should d° ¢

once.

: : tinue
We have agreed there is SCOP€ for further giscussions to con

; ard by
our work on the joint statement. That will be taken forw

i eeting
officials in the first instance. I am looking forward to m

i nd of
the Taioseach in Brussels at the European council at the €

! ide how
next week, when we can take stock of the progress and decid

to take it forward.



