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Ml 1ßTER TO NORTHERN IRELAND

My Secretary of S te gave dinner to the New

Mr. Bolger, on F day night at Hil sborough.

Minister and he Secretary of Sta e spent an

discussing he present situation •n Northern

Zealand prime Minister,

Before dinner the Prime

hour and a quarter

Ira land. The prime

Minister was accompanied by Mr Si on Murdoch, Head of the New

Zeala d Prime Minister and Cabine Office.

Secretary of State gave Mr Bolger a candid account of the

political development process. He remained hopeful that it would be

possible to get back into talks on e the District Council elections

on 19 May were over but realistica ly there was not going to be real

progress before then, even though •t were not yet prudent to say so

publicly. Mr Bolger said that the Taoieeach had told him exactly

the game in Dublin.

hopeful but not optimistica The a

understood Northern Ireland well a

and thoughtful speech, was welcome

were in a very fragile mood. They

would always hold out for more tha
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wc ne was

rival of Mr Spring, who

d had just made a very positive

Nevertheless, the Unionists
feared that Dublin and the SDLP
they were able to concede.
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The Secretary of St:a€e said that t. e UnioniBE8 might well be proved
right in believing that a comprehe st ve settlement was too ambitious
at this stage. Tempermentally he ad a lot of sympathy with Ehe
argument for a step by step, case av type of approach rather than
attempting to reflect great princi les from the outset In the
institutions which were established. But even a partial settlement
had to have a North/South dimensio It was not going to be
acceptable to Dublin or the Nationalists merely to go for internal
change within Northern Ireland.

There was a general discussion of
political field to help d{rnånåsh s
Zealand Prime Minister expressed p
with integrated education and in t
break barriers down.

Mr Bolger spoke very positively of

visited parts of Belfast earlier i

he scope for action outside the
ctarian a tt:itudes. The New
rticular interest In progress
e scope for using sport to help

hig impressions from having

tha day. He had come with

images of the Falls Road in the 19 Os and had found something very

different. A lot of the new housi g development compared very

favourably indeed with what could e found in New Zealand's cities.

In general he thought that "Northe n Ireland was in better shape

than it had been for years". It m ght just be that the moment would

come in a few months' time when Lo don, Dublin and Belfast would at

last be able to reach a pragmatic

The Secretary of State thanked Mr

New Zealand for the International

that some eyebrows had been raised

the money. But it was very much a

nd wide—ranging solution.

olger for the welcome support of

und for Ireland. Mr Bolger said

in New Zealand over the need for
investment in hope for the

future and from his vigit on both ides of the border he had been

extremely impressed by the sort of projects which he had seen. AS a
Catholic from a County Wexford fam•ly he saw an historic

inevitability in the achievement o a united Ireland. But all that
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could be done in the short and medium term was to plug away slowly,

steadily and patiently at the wor of reconciliation.

A copy of Chis lee Eer goes to Rode ic Lyne and Eo Melanie Leach.
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Private Secretary
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