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JOINT DECLARATION: IRA RESPONSE

Your note of yesterday requested some draft lines to take

for the Prime Minister in reply to three contingencies. We

had been giving some thought to the likely responses by the
Provisionals to the Joint Declaration, and one or two

related questions which could arise during the coming few
days and over the Christmas period.

The Prime Minister will no doubt be aware of Gerry Adams’

comments last night which amount, in our view, to a holding

response from Sinn Fein. Adams confirmed that he would be

holding further talks with Mr Hume to review their own joint
peace process, and said that "proper and full consideration
[of the Declaration] will take some time and will require

clarification from Dublin about aspects of the

Declaration". It seems to us here that this response is not

Since it is to Dublin rather than us that
Adams is looking for clarification, they will have to

discouraging.

continue to bear the extra weight they have shouldered since

the Hume/Adams démarche of 25 September. Our line can

continue to be that it is important for everyone concerned
to study the Declaration carefully, and that the choice it
presents to Sinn Fein is perfectly plain and will not be
adjusted. They should not delay before responding
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on those themes which have
occurred to us.

I attach these now, with a caveat from Sir Patrick Mayhew

that it will pe important, whenever the Provisionals’
response comes, to deploy our lines with caution. He feels
that, if pPossible, they should not be used before checking
With Ministers or senior officials here.

desirable, so far as possible,
the Irish.

It is also

to co-ordinate our lines with
To this end we shall be telling the Irish, via
the Secretariat, how (subject to the Prime Minister’s Views)
we currently intend to respond.

I am sending copies of this letter to John Sawers and
Melanie Leech.
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