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As you know, there is a good case on the merits for a
Select Committee, It genuinely would not pre-empt the
outcome of the Talks process: it has a purely scrutiny

role. Existing Select Committees can already look at NI

matters. We hope all NI parties, including the SDLP,
will play a part in the Committee.

Silly if John Hume carried through his threat tc
withdraw from the Talks on this issue.
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Irish Convention

would be a mistake if you were to announce either at our
press cuuference OL shortly therealter. would be seen
as the price of a deal with the Provisionals which had
been suppressed from the Joint peclaration itself.

would also increase unionists’ suspiclions, especially
that the two Governments have apandoned the Talks

process.

Could we agree that you do not announce the Convention

until after our parliamentary statements, unless it'ie

clear (and announced?) by then that there is @ cessation

of violence?

partly in the 1 ghtio LHOUL exchanges with Jim

that matters would be improved further

I believe,
if the

MolyneauXx,
was called a Forum. That idea nas of course

New Ireland Forum;
Labour Party and SDLP

convention
the merit of familiarity. [ The

jnvolving Fianna Fail, Fine Gael,

reported in 1984.]
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obstacle tO the Talks process.
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