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EC SUMMIT: MEETING WITH THE TAOISEACH: JOINT DECLARATION

The Prime Minister is due to meet the Taoiseach in the

-~

margins of the European Council in Brussels tomorrow

review progress on work towards a Joint Declaration.

It i& envisaged on both the British and Irish sides that the
meeting in the margins at Brussels should be played down

It should not stoke up expectations or fears

publicly.
on the assumption

about the progress which is being made.
that, following the Brussels meeting, we remain on track, 1t

is envisaged that the Prime Minister and the Taoiseach might
hold a further meeting in London next week, at which the
Joint Declaration would be made. If pos. -ble, this would
deliberately be somewhat in advance of media expectations.

be helpful for the two Heads of Governments to

It will
exchange ldeas on the general handling of the Joint
peclaration. The Prime Minister may wish to explain that he

will be taking steps to rally support for the Declaration;,
particularly among key opinion formers on the nationalist
in Northern Ireland and in the catholic community in

side
Great Britain. In addition to this there are five main

points to be settled:
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(1) The text, on which I attach a separate note,
covering the amendments now proposed by poth sides;
iseach’s

g and handling ot the Tao

The timin
+ of the Irish

(1))
ment of the establishmen

separate announce

convention;

The date and time of the meeting next week

(iii)
Declaration will be made;

when the Joint

s attitude to a

advance warning of HMG
n the hope that the

(iv)
na Select comnmittee (i

Northern Irela
¢ threats TO withdraw

Taoiseach will rein back John Hume
from the Talks process OVer the issue);

(v) The press Briefind Line to be used after the
meeting.
ts to make cover points Gah)y (ii1) and
points are dealt with in the attached

es briefing on the amendments proposed by
rded in Sir Robin Butler’s note to you.

The attached poin

(iv). The textual

note,
Dr Mansergh as reco

on the date and _time of the next meetind,

options;

which includ

there are three

day afternoon, followed by a

day;i

meeting on Tues

(a)
statement on wednes

morning, followed by &

g on wednesday
noon;

(b) meetin
ent the same after

statem

,///
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(c) meeting on wednesday afternoon, followed PY 2

statement on Thursday -

In parliamentary terms, there jg little to choose€ petween &

statement on Wwednesday or of yhursday. TO reduce the

opportunity for leaks, we favour the earliest possible
announcement - gption (a) - put if the prime Minister wants
to minimise the gap petween an announcement and 2

Parliamentary statement, option (p) is the bpest-

The Rress priefind Line for grussels might be in these rerms:

wThe Prime Minister and Taoiseach nad a usetful
discussion. They reviewed the on-going work which
officials were conmissioned to do at their meeting in
publin 1ast week- There is more to be done, though poth
sides believe progress {s peing made- The Prime
Minister and Taoiseach plan to neet again pefore

Christmas.“

Miohael‘hncram's meeting with Jim MolyneauX produced the

following points:

(1) some Minor textual suggestions in paragraph 4,

reflected in the attached note on the text.

(He returned to his wish to add "new" in the

girst sentence of paragraph 5, but aid not

press it.)

; (ii) he noted the new reference to consent and

e £ R Ot prasen

constitutional reform (paragraphs 5 and 7)

with appreciation, and the other amendments of

o
.. ™ \ S o
) s

his which have peen secured;
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rish Conventiun were

uch less
s that, ©p

that 1if the I
it would pe 1N
plication va
the Lk
though we€

he opined
called the Forum,
(The im
ven accept
& Declaration,
re on

able.
elevant

objection
he could e

that pasis,
sz in the Join

gest changin

paragraph
+hat) 7

do not sug

g our pusti

not to

ive, continues
of

lieves the reaction

roadly support

he is b
put be

"expostulate”,
c will be rough-

some others

(iv)

wers and Melanie Leech -

I am copying this letter to John 52
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JONATHAN STEPHENS
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