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J.D 15 7 December

1. The Taoiseach and the Prime Minister acknowledge that the most
urgent and important is&sue facing the people of Ireland, North and
South, and the British and Irish Governments together, is to zemove
the causes of conflict, to overcome the legacy of history and to
meal the divisions which have resulted, recognlising that the absence
0f a lasting and satisfactory gettlement of relationships between
the peoples of both islands has contributed to continuing tragedy
and suffering. They believe that the development of an agreed
framework for peace, which has been discussed between them since
early last vear, and which is based on a number of key principles
articulated by the LWOC Covernments OVEL the past 20 years, together
with the adaptation of other widely accepted principles, provides
the starting point of a peace Process designed to culminate in a

political settlement.

2. The Taolseach and the Prime Minister are convinced of the

inestimable value to both their peoplesg, and particularly for the
next_generation, of healing divisions in Ireland and of ending
conflict which has been SO manifestly to the detriment of all. Botlh
recognise that the ending of divisions can come apout only through
the agreement and co-operation of the people, North and South,
representing both traditions in Ireland. They therefore make &
solemn commitment LO promote co-operation at all levels on the basis
of the fundamental principles, undertakings, obligations under
international agreements, to which they have jointly committed
themselves, and the guarantaes.which each Covernment has given,
[incLudigg Northern Ireland's ﬁtgtuto;yl—cgnst;tutig¢g1 guarantee
which the British Government hereby reaffirm.] It is their aim to
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foster agreement and reconciliatiomn, leading to a new political
framework founded on consent and encompassing arrangements within

Northern Ireland, for the whole island, and between these islands.

3. They also consider that the development of Europe will, of

itself, require new approaches to serve interests common to both

d and the United Kingdom as partners

parts ol Ireland apd to Irelan

in the European Union.

The Prime Mipister [on behalf of the British Governmert,
ritutional guarantee. At

4,
reaffirms Northern Ireland’s statutory cons
LQE"QQEQ_SLEEL_Q§i2 reiterates on behalf of the British CGovernment

that they have no selfish st

rategic or economic interest in Northern

Thelr concerrn is tg uphaold the democratic_wishes ofwits

their primary interest is to see
ation established by agreement among
and they will work together
which will

Ireland.

people. Consistent with this,

peace, stapility and reconcili
all the people who inhabit the island,

with the Irish Government tec achieve such an agreement,
The role of the British

embrace the totality of relationships.
GCovernment will be to encourage, agsist and enable the achievement

of such agreement over a period through a process of dialogue and
tities of

co—operation based on full respect for the rights and iden
Ireland. They accept that such agreement may, &as
form of agreed structures for the island as &

The British Government

of Ireland alone, Ry

both traditions in

of right, take the

whole including @ sovereign united Ireland.

Ehat it is for the people of the island

agree
agreement between the two parts respectively,
of self-determination on the basis of consent, freely and

to exercise their

right
concurrently given, North and South, to bring about a united

Irreland, if that is their wish. They reaffirm as a binding

obligation that they will, for their part, introduce the necessary

legislation to give effect to this, or to any measure of a =
g b greement

e YIS TN ARAITY MDD CMAMINRNT
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hich the people living in
ithout external impediment

sn future relationships in Ireland ¥

ireland may themselves freely determine w
and on a pasis of concurrent Norrth-3outn consent. They pelieve that

in friendship to all sides, to

the people of Britain would wislh,
greement on How they may 1live

snable the people ol ireland to reach &

together in harmony and 1in partnership, with respect for their

diverse traditions and with full recognition of the
ich exist between the people Of

gpecial 1inks

and the unidgue relationship Wh

Britain and Ireland.

on behalf of the 1rish Government, considers thac

5. I'he raoiseach,
y of Northern Ireland,

and especiall

+ne lessons of Irish history,
will not be found under any

show that stablility and well-being
poiitical systemn which is refused alleg
ficant minority of tho

of identity by & signi
wrong to attempt €O impose & un:ted

this reason, it would be
iven consent of & ma*or;t;,gg

iance OT rejected on grounds

se governed by rite &2 0

vy
|~

Ireland,,;gmggg_ggﬁence of the freel
He accepts,
of self—determ;nat;on by the

the people of Northern Lreland. on behalf of the Irish

that the gemocratic right
a whole must Dbe achlev
and consent of a major

Government,

people of Ireland as ed and exercised with and

subject to the agreement ity of the people of
Northern Iireland and must, coneistent with justice and equity,

respect the democratic dignity and the civil rights and religlous
h communities. These would b€ retlected in any

)1perties of bot
o constitutional arrangements emerging from a new

tuture political an
and more proadly based agreement.

ses the genuine difficulties and

; The Taoigeach NOWEVET recogni
thin or beyond

6-
parriers to building relationships ot trust either wi

m which both traditions suiter. He will work

gt, in which suspicions of the motives OT

on the part of elithel community. He

northern Ireland; fro

+p create a new era oERtEY

actions of others ig removed
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ature of the

pends on the n
Every

that inhabit TE

t betweel those
onist community
to

the island de

cons.:ders that the future of
main traditions

relationship between the two
effort must be made to puild a new BeNee of trus

In recognition
n of his willingness £

f that necessary trust,
in the democratlc
can be represented to thne

a real and

of the fears of the Uni
o make a personal contripbution

the Taoiseach will examine

1ife and

comuunities.
and ag a toke
the puilding up ©

with his colleagues an
ion of the Irish state that

y elements
Irish

organisat

Government in the Course of politicel dialogue A&

substantial threat to their way of 1ife and ethos, ©T that can be
tent with a modern democratlc

s not being fully consls
and undertakes to examin

such an examination
e those

e any possible ways

represented a
would of course

and pluralist society,
acles.
gire to preserv
ghout the island oT
ots of the people of this island in all

hopes that over rime a meeting of
which will bring all the people of
wards that objective, put he

the efforts that will be

inherited values

of removing such obst
chat belong to the

have due regard to the de

that are largely gshared throu

ural and nistorical ro
The Taoiseach

hearts and minds will develop,

Ireland together, and will work to
in the meantime that as & regult of
confidence noO Northern

cult
Lheir diversity.

unionist should ever
ued either by

pledges

build mutual

made to
future that this jdeal will be purs

have to fear in
threat oOr coercion.

7o IYenriel Governments accept that Irigh unity would be achieved only
by those who favour thig outcome persuading those who do not,
violence, and that, Afamnethe

Qeaceful;y and without coercion QU
Ireland are SO persuaded

futrure a majority of the people of Northern
thelr

zKE2LJEQX§L2ﬂgBL&,EAlL_ﬁﬂpggzﬁﬁgﬁg_giye legislative effect tc
wigh. . But notwithstanding the solemn affirmation by both
ment that any change in the

covernments in the Anglo-lrish Agree
- of Northern Ireland would only come about with the consent ur

g
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reland, the raoiseach also
misgivings W
rowards

r history when

rpich
the rest of

ple of Northern 1
ertainties and
nist attitudes
d at a stage€ of ou
he North must
h tradicions
ew beginning,

the majority of the pe°
& the continuing unc
h of Northern unio
g that we stan
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He appeals tO bot
fresh start an
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recognise
dominate s0 Muc
He believe
e feelings of al
acknowledged.
ortunity for

omise for all our
£ northern ireland tO look ©n the

who share “helr grief and shame

rcer of a century.

ireland.
tne genuin ne

at this
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recognised and
1€ generatlons

e LO grasp the cpp
uld hoid such pT

He asks theé people ©
lic as friends,
of the last qua
gible relationgh
new understand

as the preseuc
g which are deeply

e Time reflect

1rish men and
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which co

to come.
and who

people of the Repub

1 the guffering
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which trust and
ls0 acknowledg
igiiof element
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rte of many
rds a New era of
s of trust may grow and brinhig
ceach believes that the time has
es and identities of all can
nder division

h no longer enge
He confirms that,

over al
ip with them, &
fiourish

want to dev

ing carn and

relationship in
e in the

WalR € Taoiseach a
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put which

reseﬁted
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py Northern Unionists, nopes and

jdeals which iie deep 10 the hea
ag we move towa

women

understanding

and South. But
relationshlp psace LO the
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ow best the hop
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ich he has refe

North
in which new

come €O

island of Treiand,
sider together n be

expressed in more b
and the lack of +trust tO wh
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i constitution wl
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vich would
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d to engage 1D dialogue wnhich

fears of ail
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rreland, MuUst

niges the nee
nd integrity the
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with honesty &
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be entered into with an acknowledgement that the future security and
welfare of the people of the island will depend on an open, Irank
and balanced approach to all the problems which for too long have

caused division.

9. The British and Irish Governments will seek, along with the
Northern Ireland copstitutional partles through & PLOCESS of

political dialogue, to create institutions and structures which,
while respecting the diversity of the people of Ireland, would

enable them to work together in all areas of common interest. ‘his

will help over a period to build the trust necessary to end past

divisions, leading to an agreed and peaceful future. such

structures would, of course, include institutional recognition ©
i the special links that exist between the peoples of Britain and
‘ Ireland as part of the totality'of relationships, while taking

account of newly forged links with the rest of Europe.

{10. In the light of their joint commitment to promote the

foregoing objectives, the Taciseach has indicated to the Prime

Minister his intention of establishing an Irish Convention LO
consult and advise, as long as is necesgsary, ©OL the steps required
the barriers of distrust which at present divide the

Treland and which also stand in the way of the exercise in
W

to remove
people of
them of selt-determination on a basls of equallity.

common by
make recommendations on ways in

will be open to the Convention to

which agreement, in the spirit of the Report of the New Ireland

Forum, and respéct for the rights
in Ifreland, can be promoted and established.

operate with full respect for the authority ol the institutions
It will be a fundamental guiding
N

and identities of bhoth tradicions
The Convention will

established by lLaw in the State.

principle ot tne Convention that all differences between the lris
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COP Latincit ; :
people relating to the exercise in common of the right to
b4

aceful,

ol F—Q Slsaks ; :
self-determination will be resolved exclusively Dy pe
O

litical means.

will be open to democratically mandated political
abide exclusively Dy the democratic
Ireland’s political future and

11. The Convention
parties in Ireland which process
and wish to share in dialogue about

the welfare of all its people. The
pirit of openness and magnan

Irigsh Government will approach

imity. ]

the Convention in a true s

h Govarnmengg_reiteraCe +hat all those
lute

cauge f peace have ap abso

and support for,

s he British apd Iris

claiming a commitment tO the
responsibility to repounce permanently the USE (ajin.
paramjlitary violegce. Once sucp & ;gggnciation of

e and sufficiently de strated, new dOoOrs would open and

ments would respond_;mgg;pativelv to the new situation
The Prime Ministerg and the Ta
d

that, op this pagis, if the IRA were LO eng violence for _geood Sinn
Fein could pa:ticipg;e fudlly in demgcratic politics and 1o due

se ioin in dialogue between the Governments and the other
way ahead. The British Government confir

] rator’

iminary exploratcory
a perinanent

violence had

peen mad
borth Govern
which would arlise.

oiseach confirm

cour
political part
tnat they would be p

ieg _on the
repared o _enter prel

thin three monche after

dialogue with 8Sipn Fein wi
cegsacion of 128 viplence had been apnounced and established. The
which would permit

Irish vaernment wolld also make arrangements
sl edl diglogue.

' ginnp Fein to enter into pol




