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Government Chief Whip
12 Downing Street, London SW1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 9 December 1993
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I enclose a record of the Chief Whip’s meeting with Mr Molyneaux
last evening.
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MURDO MACLEAN

Alex Allan Esq
10 Downing Street
London SW1
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There
,'largely about activities
r and they had required a lot of reassurance

about the aims of the Government i i
: ‘ SWArticlest in T,
eéxtolling his virtues Bl penes

\ did nothing to help matters but he hag done
his best to maintain the line. He was left with the message "we
trust you but do not let ug down" . Mr Paisley continues to

bass a document to Mr Ancram,
businessmen, which he
as a counter to Dublin’s gelf

problems of the Anglo-Irish a
concerns about these matters bei

determination claims. On the
greement, he re-iterated his

from Sir Robin Butler to his opposit
to Archbishop Eames by Mr Reynolds.
made rather unfriendly remarks

Archbishop Eames. Mr Molyneaux w

€ number in Dublin was shown

The letter, it is alleged,
about both Mr Molyneaux and
ent on to say that he did not

which he understands Dublin would like to take place before
Christmas. We must not fall into the trap whereby Mr Adams
promises a ceasefire for Christmas and undertakes to prolong that
by imposing conditions - and he thought in this regard the Prime

Minister had been extremely helpful over the Hume/Adams
proposals.

SELECT COMMITTEE

Mr Molyneaux would be quite content to see a Select Committee
established after Christmas with the proportions which have

already been discussed. He would not object to an additional
seat going to the Labour Party and the Conservative Party if that
helped the negotiations. The Chief Whip said that he was

i embark on discussions with the other parties next
Ezgﬁoigg%ttihe principle and composition and we would have to
wait and see what attitude the Labour Party and SDLP adopted.
On the terms of reference, Mr Molyneaug thought that the

roposals put forward to the Procedure Committee thrse years ago
aould still be applicable today. Thsse are contained in the
Procedure Committee’s report of that time.

i Lf i i hrough the
i tressed the difficulties of forc1ng_t
e C?%eﬁngtpoi the Select Committee agalnsp the wishes of the
e?;?giii Opposition. But he went on to say it would be done if
o

necessary.
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LEGISTATION

The Chief Whip indicated that the Secretary of State for Northern
Irelgnd was sympathetic to effecting some change and was
considering the options for this year’s legislative programme.
Mr Molyneaux said that part of the problem lay with the Northern
Iyreland office in that they take the view that nothing should be
done to disturb the integrity of the Stormont Statute Book.
Nothlng'had, in fact, been incorporated into the Stormont Statute
Book since 1972 and, indeed, its genesis was something of a
nonsense. Mr MolyneauxX pointed out that he did not think any

change with regard to UK Legislation would be an additional
burden on the House; it would simply allow Northern Ireland
Members a better oppor

tunity of getting called in gecond Reading
Debates and obviate the need for subsequent debates on

affirmative Northern Ireland Orders late at night when very few
of their spokesmen get called in any event. The Chief Whip said
that the Secretary of State was continuing to examine the scope
for change in relation to this year’'s programme.

WORKING PEERS

Mr MolyneauxX asked whether, in the course of time, consideration

could be given to the appointment of a Working Peer. Lord Cooke

of Islandreagh actually takes the Conservative Whip and supports
the Government oOver most 1issues,

including Maastricht. Mr
Molyneaux said the sort of person he had in mind would be someone

like Mr Brian McConnell, Minister for Home Affairs AN ARENeS
Stormont parliament, OT Mr John Gorman who had been a Chairman
of the CBI. The Chief Whip said he would certainly arrange to

discuss this matter at a time when Working Peers were being
considered.

A copy of John Gorman’s Who’s Who extract 1is enc

losed, but Mr
McConnell does not appear in Who's Who.
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