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MESSAGES BETWEEN THE IRA AND THE GOVERNMENT

Since my statement in the House on Monday, allegat
been made by the IRA leadershlp that 1t was the

Government who initiated the exchange of messages and
are entirely false.
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seeking advice. These allcgations
first message was the one ‘received on 22 February

I originating from the IRA.

howaver, to say that 1n rpchecxind

the documentatlon =ome transcription and typing errors-ha
IRZ

. come to llght in the doszsgler of messages between the IR

: 'j{the Government which I placed in the i
These do not change the Ser
be corrected. The
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’ I need to write to you,.

brary and Vote OL1.

sl ot the

7'on 29 November .
but nonetheless they should

st have fully authentic docunents, and

KTLserf'Commons mu

stakes in a Statement must not go uncorrected.

am enclosxng a4 list of the necessary corrections togeth

1th the text, thus corrected,
£< om the Brltlbh Government desp

of the 9 paragraph message

atched on 19 March which
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Th
ese Crrors arose rr

to be e e om the speed with which the dos r had
(Cla ~} . - A . 1dC
following ana checked in Northern Ireland on Sunday
g thne lecision r jitye naay,
sion that day that it should be published

in the House

Statement on Mo onday .

contemporan 1 ;
porancously with my Parliamentary

The cor i
rections cast no doubt whatsoever upon the

authe Sk ; i :
enticity of the original message of 22 February from cha

IRA ~=h 3

lleadelohlp, I read out in the
"The conflict is over but we need
As I said in my Statement,
Egually, the Government,

by Ginn Fein to the contrary,

g which House and which
said:

. your advice on how
Towbrings 1t¥tasasclosels this

came from Martin McGuinness.

notwithstanding allegations
o doubt the authenticity of the message sent

by the IRA leadership on 2 November which I also read to .the
ember.

Housc, together with the Go

has no rcason t

vernment’s reply of 5 Nov

corrections of the transcription
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Nor does the need for

errors in paragraph 3 of

implication, as h
it wag the Governm@nf

51 the 9 paragrapi

as been su
ather than the IRA

advice roferred to 1

note carry the
that

-‘da‘\r

iggested 1n the press t
Leadprshln whi

in that

was seeking advice. The
paragraph is the advice 5ouqht in the IRA message of 22
February. The speaklngd mMote accompanying ‘the 9 paragraph
note, publlshed in the dossielr and first printed 1n the

. I
observer, makes 1t entirely clear that the BllC?S% éﬁﬁ;dga
gives ngubstantive advice in response ro the initiad
mcssage" which 18 indeed the casé.
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natur
ally accept full Ministerial responsibility for the

lhaccuracies., 7T anm bplacing copies of this letter and
encl?sures in the Library and the Vote Office. T will
confirm the corrections in a written Answer tomorrow.
Copies of this letter are being sent to all Northern Ireland
MPs and spokesmen in both Houses, and will be released to
the press once the papers have been placed in the Library

and Vote oOffice,

V4 Rzt L,,'%M (o 2"7//}

%4 i e



