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NORTHERN IRELAND: PRESIDENT CLINTON’S TELEPHONE CALL

1. We spoke this morning about the report in the Irish Times that

Cclinton had called the Prime Minister last week at the request of

the Irish Government.

2. The Irish Embassy here claim they are innocent. They admit to
having spoken to Conor o’Clery, author of the piece, who they say
was inspired by newspaper accounts of Clinton’s ‘phone
conversation with Kravehuk to ask whether there had been a call to
the Prime Minister. Our State Department and NSC contacts believe
that Dermot Gallagher had at least some responsibility for the
Irish Times version of events. Mike Parmly, Deputy Director of
state’s Northern European Bureau, who follows Northern Ireland

affairs closely, added that there were also those in the White
House who wished Clinton’s intervention to be seen as more
one-sided than it had been. There was & continuing argument
petween the state Department, who saw the US role as currently
limited to lending support to the efforts of the two governments
within the ¢ramework of the AIG, and the NSC staff Director, Nancy
soderberg, who pelieved that ¢1inton should be seen in a greener
light. parmly was pleased that briefings this morning in both
London and washington had revealed - in virtually identical terms
- the constructive and balanced nature of the President’s call to

the Prime Minister.
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