


GERRY ADAMS STATEMENT

T;d:ir'a'tuél statemert by Garry Adama eaid-:

i ve made it clear cver the 18 months gince the collapse

process that I would caly approach tha I3A =o regtore r-.'nle:z: 25852‘:'12?‘?: :
confident that thair respcnse would be positivae. tion 1f I was
'This, in my view, required the reconstricticn of the two pillazs ca which

the peace process was initially conscructed. Firseley the comritment by th ;
Jovernmenta to inclusmive peace calks, A ; Yatne e
"Given thar ehe commitment Dy the previcus Britig Ay ot gt DR
nagotiations wera reneged on after the IRA casaat?egoz;f ;::‘;3;5:9;2:?-2;;::“‘5
;:i:::c'l_we-c dssuirancea chat inclusive and meaniagful negotiations would ke
"Specifically; thac the negotiacions wetld be withoutr Pre-condicicns; that the
cegctiations would be conducted within a stataed timeframe; that tliie negotiatieorn
a

wculd ke based on equality of treacment; chat thare would be ne actempt to
rre-deternine tha outcome; that no cutcome was precluded: that the negotiaticns
wIulid have a somprehsnsive agends; that the decermisicning issue would net ke
allowed to block negotiatiams; and firally, chat the negosiations would B
ennanced ky epecified confidenca-building measuzes wich a parcicular focus on
the equaliity agenda and demilitaz:satiorn, including the lesue of pricorevs.
“The process of obtairing detail and clarily on thase iggusg ras bees
Painatakirg but essential,

*Secondly, following inteneive ccntacts it is =lear thkac thers is a shared
commitment to significant and substancial change, S¢ issues cf eguality and to
demilitarisacion on the part of $inn Fein, the SOLE, the Irisa goverrment and
Irish-American opinien.

“In addition, I am confident that the mistakes that were made by the former
Taoiseach, John Srutan will not be repeated and that Sinn Fedim will be accordad
full equslity of treatment.

'If the pelitical will exists thezrs is She porential tc resolve chs conflict
ont the basis of an agreed and democratic pasce settlement arcrey all che Irisk
Fecple. There is am onus on the two governments, and in parcicular, on the
3ritish Government. to demoustrate the palitical will neceasary.

"This alsc presents an historic challenge to the Unicnis: ‘eaders oscause a
political will, of necessity, iavolvea fucdamental and thorough-going polizical
and conarirurional charnge. There will be no zeturn to Unionist deminacion.

“As an Irish republican party, Simm Fein will be guided by sur aim of a

wiited Izcland, We wili be seeking an end to British rue iz Ireland and we wil
1

be asserting the ccmat:tutional rights of Irish nacionalista. We will also be
ancouraging the Irish government and otherzs ©o do likewiss. In any agread
political settlement the political allsgiance of northerr sacionalista must be
given expression and effect.

“There must, algo, be immed:ate politiral aztion =o achiave aquality of
CIeatment and a speedy demilitarisacion of the entire sirus=ianm, izcluding the
r=lease of all thoae who have been impriscnad as a result of the conflics.

"The IRA leaderghip agsured ua thas thsy would respond withou® dslay to our
Tequest.

"The Sinn Fein leaders:zip is also prepared, if requested, co provide a
detailed report and assessrert tc any cther group. "
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