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MONDAY 10 JUNE 1996

Michael Ancram had a short meeting with delegations from the UDP,

Labour Party, PUP and Alliance Party at Castle Buildings following

the opening session of the talks on Monday 10 June.

28 The points raised by the parties are outlined below for your

information.

UDP

- Gary McMichael explained that this party’s position had been

misrepresented by Robert McCartney. The UDP had agreed to

the debate as it was entirely proper for the delegates to

appoint the Chairman.

- Some Unionists were seeking to take the Chairman’s power for

themselves.

- There should be no plenary without a Chairman.

= There was a need to define what constituted consensus.

- The Chairman must be unbiased.

CONFIDENTIAL



CPL1/22384

CONFIDENTIAL

They were opposed to the setting up of a committee to choose

Chairman or discuss rules.

They were concerned that commitments at Westminster/Europe

would dictate the talks.

= They wanted the opportunity to supplement their delegates as

they did not have the resources to cover all committees etc.

Labour

= The labour party supported Mitchell as chairman but

understood Trimble’s position on the role of the Chairman.

PUP

= What constitutes consensus needs to be defined.

= The alternative proposals on the agenda showed a harder

position on decommissioning and they believed this to be an

attempt to ambush the PUP and would send bad signals to Sinn

Fein.

= The Secretary of State would need to adopt a stronger

position tomorrow.

- Categorically refused to proceed to other business without a

chairman.

- Again concerns about Westminster dictating the talks.

Alliance

- A very depressed Dr Alderdice who stated that these were the

worst talks he had attended and that it was a fatal mistake

to allow the DUP/UKUP to call the tune.
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Trimble appeared frightened and looks like he will be
dominated.
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The Government needs to be more robust.

Signed

ANGELA DULLAGHAN

PS/Michael Ancram


