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the dismay

and impossible to exaggerate,

which so many people in Northern Ireland felt, akin to despair,

hard to describe,

1ls

i1 -

when the Republican ceasefire was ended, and Docklands attacked.

e was percaived.
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could that have been prevented, while sustaining the prospeccs for
pol‘t*ca1 ralks? Illegaily held weapons wexe the ohstacle aad the
absance of any clear asserticn that the ceagefire was permansnt, ansd
naver to be abrogated.

The arguments about that will be long lived. I myself am in no
doubt that to have taken a weaker line would have buen inherently
wrong. Morsover any talks that were ultimately convened would not
nave had the unionist parties at the rabls, We wer: not prepared to

defeat the purpcse of the process in that way. nor incidentally
would we have been permitted by Parliament to have done 80.

Tnstead, with our colleagues in the Irxish Government we nad
committed ourselves in January to the principles of democracy and
non-violence laid down In the Report ¢f the Internaticnal Body which
we had jointly commissioned. BRoth Governments agraec chat
participation Dy Sinn Fain in the Talks would first require an
unequivccal'restcration'sﬁ the ceasafire of August 1984.

. -

Decklgaks Was 3as much a brutal shock for its rejecticn
8

.

ag it was for the murders and damage which it callicu
inflicted.

»

Ul

Now I must come to the 2venis surrounding what will leng ba known

From 9 February this year there hung over the grave.y worsaned

situation the prospects of the marching season, and in particular

the Orange march to Church at Drumcree and the return € s Poreaddwn

by way of the Garvaghy Road and its now Catholl naighbourhood.

For a vavy lona :**e, s leasc since the peginning of che year,

unprecedented & v=s nhad bsen made by the ~nief Constable and oU%
)

3

Senior RUC Officers, by ~huren

an accommodation. Thare was, &



‘Pertadown, in some part down the

uncontentiocus return rcoute available to the QOrange Crder fr
~
3

a compromise was not forthcoming.

The Chief Constable foresaw a risk of sarious publ:.c disordeyr if
parade went ahead.

o)

In consequence the RUC had served a lawful notice ¢n the Orance
Order, which ordered the return stage of the Orange Order Parads 3
ortadocwn Lo Dbe re-routed away from the Garvaghy Road.

‘

FPoliowing that decision, which I fully support, there was shcckirg
and dlsaraceful public discrder at both Drumcree and in many other
parts of Northern Ireland Zor four days. While sericus afforts we
made on the ground to avert worse disorder, nevertheless thers was

cn the part of some elements Province wide, a c¢lea:r and
reprenensible intention to over-stretcn the capacity of the RUC o
maintain public ordexr, I have to say that those aunticns in certa:
areas and .instances for a time succeedad. I publicly denounced ci
violence and discrdar as abominable and inexcusable, and I have nc

hegitation in doing s0 again now.

3
agreement within Drumcree. They failed. 1In the light of all thes
0 302

1

clrcumstances, including hies informed view that sowme 60,00

Orange Marchers would be invited to converge on Druimcre2, the Chis
Constable decided that his lines could not be held. and chat a
limited parade down the Gaxvaghy Road was the option most likely ©
pravent lecass of life and minimise disorder. In reaching that
cenciusion he had in mind the advice of the GCC. In that decisicr

-

too, he has my €ull support.

Tha Chief Constabls believed that the forsseeabls ~onseguences oo

8 i 3 s o ¥ ~a ids dveYyr e 3 £ N

mcontrolled surze inco the Garvaghy estate, ipncluling i08s oI ---
- . . I o ~ o B
and destruction cI iwellings, were too dire to be iccepted, Sut

s - =1y F . -
Hugh Annesley was not prepared evan to contexplale Ches opening oC
£ire upon the crowss, and in my clear opinion he was xigat. I
commend feor study the long radio interview. Sir Huga Annesley gave

11 July.



o anerall

The parade in Drumcree and the way it was handled has brought intc

he -

prominence the doctrine and practice of the chief Coastable’s
operational independence, che role of the Secretary > State in ¢

o
=

O

approval - Or otherwise - of notified parades, and the attitude

-
-
-

O

the RUC towards parades, whether organised by unionists or
nationalists. Let me deal with these issues at once.

(o
8]

our censtitucional arrangements we hold very firml

<
'
O

maincaining the cperational independence of the RUC. From the
inception of the firar regular police service over 160 years ago we
nave never allowed the police, in Great Britain or under

in Norchnern Ireland, to pe the tools of any Ministers. It 18 trus
chat the specific power to impose a ban On public processions and
open air meecings rests in law with the Secretary of State; but in

yactice such decision re made on the wagis of advice given by &b

{

s
W

Chief Constable, becausé the critericn is the operaticnal one 23 i o

maintaining public order.

Thig independence Was lacer exercised in the case o t2e Apprentics?
Boys' parade in Londonderry in Augqust. The respons:.bility for
avaluating a proposed parade against the statutory uriteria rests
witn che Royal Ulster Constabulary. In making decisions as to
whether a parade may follow a particular route, ghe RUC must decide
wnether the proposed route 18 likely to prompt serinus disorder,
gerious disruption to tha life of the community., o serious damagse
to property, °F whather the purpose of the organisers 18 CO
incimidace others. 1f so, the RUC and they alone have che right €

impose conditions on the parade.

arades may be panned if it appears the

Under a separate provision, P
chey would impose unive demands upen the police.

Do che RUC follow a 3i2farent decision making process foX parades
organised DY the Unionist oY Nacicnalist community? I can 8ay
categorically Lasey do arnt. Eacn parade 13 dealt with individually
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