THE WHITE HOUSE

ffice of the Press Secretary

- welcome Tne anncuncement made today by British Prime
“Yinister Major ana Irish frime Minister Bruton of a path to
negotiations Zor a ‘udst 3nd lasting settlement in Northern
Ireland. I wan:t Tc express my admiration for these two leaders,
wne have shown 3¢ mucn ~ourage and jetermination in the cause of
seace. The clear rath Taey have laid out leads to incliusive
Sl xstion chel Sasfire of loxrthern Treland, once the cease-fire has
reen restored. - am -onvinced that this is the cath supported by
the overwhelming razority o8 the people of Northern Ireland, who
have sO resouna:ingly réje:*eo violence and embraced peace. I
-all on those whc nrave resorted to violence to heed the voice of
the people and ~ease their campalgh of terror:

The process that ?
announced will begin w
jqovernments ancd the

me Ministers Bruton and Major have
intensive consultations among the
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sarr.es to reach agreement on a broadly

acceptable elect:i:ve prccess, whiyh will lead directly and without
preconditions to all-party negotiations by Ju”e Y0 1996, Adhe
consultations, to cegin early next month, will also address the
framework for those negctiatlons and whether fo hold a referendum
~n support for the peace proOcCess I hope all the parties will
~amm1t themselves tc participate fully in the process announced

~oday zn order Lo create rhe lasting peace the people of Northern
iIreiand deserve

e ni-ed Srates remains fully committed to supporting the

search for peace 1n which the Two governments, the partles and
the pecple <f Northern -reland have invested so much. B AT
remaln 1n clese tocuch with *‘me Ministers Major and Bruton, who
xnow .zhey have =y Iull suppor in their pursuit of peace. We
will continue t2 work with tre parties in the same cause.



