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AGREEMENT : ks
- BETWEEN THEGOVERNMENT OF THE UNU1 .0 KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELANT AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

jxQoéggo:.o:_aCs:&Nm..mao_soﬂmaﬁmn.:a:m:aZo.rm
Irelandand the Government of the Republic of Ireland, )

Wiching further ty develop the unique relationship be:ween their peoples
the cloie co-operation belwzen their counlries as friendly neighbours anc
partness in the Evropean Community;

Recognising the najor interest of botl their countries end, above all, of
people of Northern Ireland in diminishing the divisions there and achies
lasting peace and stability;

Recognising the veed forcontinuing efforts to reconcleand to acknowle:
the rights of thetwo major traditions that exist in lveland, represented on the «
hand by those who wish [or o change in the present statusof Northern Irels
and onthe other hanl by thoie who aspire to a sovereign united Ireland achie:
by peaceful means aad through agreement;

Rezffirming (heir total rejection of any attempt l¢ promole polili
objectives by violene: or thethreat of violence and their de.comination to we
together to ensure that those vho adopt or support such metiods do not succe

Recognising thala condition of genuine reconciliation axd dialogue betw
unionids and nationalists is mutual recognilion and acceptance of each oth:
rights; . i

Recognisipg and -especting the identities of the two communities in North
lreland, and the rizht of :ach to pursue its aspiralions by peaceful «
constitytiona) means

Re¢ffirming their commiltment to a society in Northern Ireland in which
may live in peace, [ree (rom discrimination and intolerance, and with
opportanity Yor both commuuities to participate fully in the structures
proces«s of Mo.ﬁ:;g:
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ArTicu )

.. "The Conference shall meet at Ministenl or oficial level, as required.. e

- business:fthe Conference will thus receiveattentioyat the highest level. Regudr
~.and freqgent Uinisterial ‘meetings shell se held and in particula® speal
niéetingsshall be coavened at.the requestof eithe: side. ONicials may mee.n
subordiste groups. Membership of the Conferenc: and of sub-groups shale

- small anl flexitle, When the Conference meelsat z_.:m.ali level \he Secre@y
of State br Nothern [refand ard an E%Z._amgiozm:w..ma as the Parmarat
1iish Milisterizl Representative shall be joint Chaitnen, Within the frunevak
of thé Cnferzuce other British and Irish Yinistersmay hold or attendmeeligs

”.3.

as appuprialz when legal matlers are ander wnsideration the Atforuys

Generalmay altend, Ministers may be accampaniz by their officialsand tzir
professimal acvisers: for example, when questionsHf securily policy or securly

Constate of the Royal Ulster Constabulary and Uz Commissioner of fie Geda
Siocham; or when questions of ceonomi or sochl policy or co-openlion re
being dscussed, they may he- accon:nnied ly officials of the relernt
Departuents. A Secretarial shall be estodlished by the two Govertmientslo
gérvice he Coference on a continuing byis in tle discharge of its futctiovias

sci out n this Agreement.

Armci 4

(a) 1 retalion to matlers coming wilkn its fidd of activity, the Confemnce
thall b a frzmework within whict fe Unikd Kingdom Goversmentind
he lrish Government work togeh:r
(i) for he accommodation of ihe righs aud identities o the wo
xadilions which axist in Nerhern leland; and
(it} for peace, stability and propetily throughout the istandol lrdnd
by promoling recongiliation, respect ‘or human rights, cooperion
apainst terrorise and the developnent »{ economic, socialind
suftural co-operation. :

(M1t is the declated policy of the Unitec Kingdom Goveirment hat

@ resporsibility. in respect of certin malkrs within the povers clthe
Secretary of State for Northem frelan] sheuld be- devolied wihin

Nortkern Ireland on a basis whizh woulc secuie widespread accepinee

throwghoul the community. The kish Gerernment support liat peicy.

(¢! Both Govermnents recognise (hal devoluion can be achievel onlvwith
‘the co-operation of constitutional repesentatives withiz Naihery
treland of both traditions there The Caference shall be a [ramerork
within which the Irish Governmert mity fu! forward views anl propsals
on the modalities of bringing aboul devobitionin Notthern Ixfand n 50
far a¢ they relate to the inlerests of the ninorily community.

cosoperdion are being discussed, they may be accompanied by e Clef:

Have acordngly umqo&_ as Dllows:
_ A
STATUS OF NORTHERN JRELAND

ALTICLE |
The twe Governnments X

M (a) affimn (hat any change in ‘he s:iatus of Nerthern {reland wotld only cmne
abaat v th the consent o' amajority of the peaple of Northern Jrelead;

N_._\ (b) recegnise that the presert 15.c_.m.”_.:_hc:_xo:ranoov_n 120&.2:
Irehnd is for no change n fh: status ol Northern Ireland; -

(c) decare that, if in the futirea majority ¢f the people of Noithern Irehnd
clezrly wish for and formallr conseit .0 the establishment of a wited
Irehnd, they will introduce and suppcrl in the respective Parlianents g
legslaiion 1o give eflect lo tht wish.

B
THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE

ARTICLE 2

(a) There i3 hereby established, within the framework of the Anglodrish
._:Emocoqzﬁas.& Councd set up after the meeling between the two
hewds >f Government or 0.20.\3;.2 1981, an Tntergovernmntal
O.Q.:::oa (hereinalier referred to as *the Conference’). concirned
.,.,.___u Northern Ireland snd with relations between the two parts o the
ishind of Ireland, to dea,, @ set out ia his Agreement, ona regularbasis
with: :

(i) political matiers;
i) sccurity and related matters;
(ii) legal malters, inclading the acministration of justice;
{v) the promotion of :ress-border co-operation, n

(b) Tle Urited Kingdom Govewnment sceept thai the Irish Governmesl will
put forward views and proposals onmatters relating to Norikern Izland
wibinthe field of activi:y of the Confcrence in so far as those mattgs are
nct the responsibility o”ad:volved administeation in Northern litland.
Inthe .aterest of promotivg peace anc stability, determired cffork shall
b¢ made through the Cenference lo resolve any differences. The
Conference will be maiulyconcerned vith Northern Ireland; but satie of
(te matters under cons deration will iovolve co-operalive action i: both
perts ¢f the island of lrdad, and possbly also in Great Briain, Seme of
tte proposals considered ia respeit of Nor:hern Ireland may @b be
famnd to have application by the Irish Government. There is 1o
dirogition from  the sotereignty of cither the_Uvited Kigdom
Covernrent ot the lrish Guovernment. and cach rej ponsibility (or
the dicisions and admiristration of governn ithin ili own

e
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yo SECURITY AND RELATED MATTERS

ARTCLE 7

{a) Thé Conference skall comsider: -
()secusity policy; N
(i) ‘elakons between lke secrily forces and the community;
(ii:) arisons policy.
ib) The Conlerence shall consider (he sccurity sitvation at it regular
mezlags end thus provide an ogportunity to address polcy issues, Senous
incidants and forthcoming eveuls. : :
.."'¢) The wo Governments zgree that there is a need fora programne of
speciel measures in Northern Ireland to improye relations beiween the
secw:ity ferces and the conmunity, with the objeet in patticular of making
“the xcurizy forces more ieadily accepted by the natiomalist community,
. Sud a programme shall be devdloped, for the Conference’s
corsderaiion, and may include the establishment of bcal consultative
machinery, training in communily relacions, Q_.:so prevention schemes
invalving the communily, improveren:s in arrangements for handling
cowgains, and action to inciease the Eoco,_:az of membzrs o the
mine:ily ‘n the Royal Uster Constabuliry. Elements cf the progranne
may be considéred by the Irsh Govenment suitabl: for application
withia their jurisdiction.
(d) Th:Conference may consider policyissves relating to prisons. [ndividual
cass may be raised as approptiate, so hal informalioa car be provided
or 2xjuines instituted,

E

LEGAL MATTERS, INCLUDING THE
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

ALTICLE 8

The Caalerenco shall deal with issues of coacern to both countries relatng to

 Iheenforeement of the crimina law, In particular it shallcontider whether there

ire-ateas of the xriminal law agplying in the North and in theSouth respectively
“ahich mitt wih benefil be harnvonised. The two Governnenls agree on the

" mportarzof public confidence ia th adminigtration of justice, The Conference
ihall seek, with the help of advice fram exper's as appropriate, measures which
vould - aanbsiantial expressi>uto tis aim, considering interalinthe possbilily
o e Is in both jurisdicticns for the trial of cerain oflences The
Cenfe al also be concerned with policy aspects cf extradition andextra-
efritorial parisdiction as betweer. Narth and South.

POLITICAL MATTERS

ARTICLE §

(a) The Confercnce shall concern itsell with measures lo tecognise and
. accommodate the rights ad identities of the two traditions in Northern
Iteland, 1o protect human sights and to prevent discrimination. Matters
(o be considered in this area include mzamres to foster the cultural
heritage of both traditions,changes in electcral arrangements, theuse of
flags and emblems, the avodance of economic and social discrimination
and the advantages and dissdvantages of 8 Bl of Rights in some form in
Northirn Ireland. :

(b) The dicussion of these mafters shall be mairly concerned with Nocthern (-
Irelani, but the possible application of any measures pursuant to this
Artick by the Irish Government in their jurisdiction shall not be exduded.

{c) Il it should prove impaossibk to achicve and sustain devolution on 4 basis
which secures widespread acceptance m Northern Ireland, the
Conférence shal, be a framework within which the Irish Govemment
may, vhere the inlerests of the minocity communily are significantly or
especilly affected, put forvard views on proposals for major legislation
and on major policy issues, which are withinthe purview of the Nerthern
Ireland Departments and which remain the zsponsibility of the Secrelary
of Stale for Northern [reland.

L §

ARTICLE 6

The Conierence shall be a (remework within which the lrish Government

may put forward views and proposals on the role and composition of bodies
appointed br the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland or by departments
subject to his direction and control including:

the Stancing Advisory Commission on Human Rights;

the Fair Employment Agency, . _ . A
the Equal Opporturities Commission; :

the Polics Authority for Nortwern lreland;

the Polic: Complaints Board.



H
INTERPARLIAMENTARY RELATIONS

Arnces 2

2.5,

| . Itwill be for Parliamentary decison in Vestninster and in Dublin whether
© 1o estblish an Anglo-lrish Parliamatary tody of the kind adambrated in the
Anigle-frish Studics Report of Novenber 181("). The two Governments agree
“._‘:w, tacy would give support as appropriate o such a body, il it jvere to be estab-

she. .

FINAL CLAUSES

>2_orm B

This Agreement shall enter into DHree onthe date on which te two Govern-
ments exchange notifications of theiracceptnoe oI this Agseerent,
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CROSS-BORDEFE (O-OPERATION ON SECURITY,

.

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL MATTERS

ALTICLE 9

(@) Vith a view o énhanci'g cross-border co-operation on scourity matlers,
e Confererce shal setin hard a programme of work to be undertaken
by the Chif Constate of :he Royal Ulster Constabulary and the
Commissiorer of th: Garda Sachana and, where appropriale, grcups of
officials in sach areas :s Whreat assessnients, exchange of information,
lirison structuces, “eckiical x-operation, Iraining of personnel, and

ogeralicnal ‘esourc:s.

(b) The Conference shal luve nooperational responsibilities; responsibility
for police operations shll renain with the heads of the respective police
forces, the Criefl Cosstowle of the Royal Ulster Constabulary mainiaining
hs links wih the Sevetary of State for Northern Ireland and the
Commissiorer of the Garda Siochana his links with the Minisler for

Juslice.
ARICLE 10

(7) The twe Governmentsshall so-operate to promote Lhe economic and
social develcpment of hose reas of both parts of Ireland whici have
sullered mod severely f-om tte consequences of the instability of recent
years, and stall conside Vhe possibility of securing international support

for this worl.

(b) I it should prove mpossible to achieve and sustain devolulion on a
bisis which secures wklespread acceptance in Northern lreland, the
Confereace shall be aframérork for the promotion of co-operation
between the two pacts of Irdand concerning cross-border aspects of
wonomic, sesial and cullural matters in relation to which the Secretary of
Sale for Northern Irelind continues to exercise authority.

(c) Mresponsibiity is devaved inrespect of certain matiers in the economic,
secial orcultsral areas mrrently within the responsibility of the Sccrelary
o'State for Forthera Irland, machinery will need to be established by the
responsible authoriliesin the North and South for practical co-operalion

i respect ofcross-borczr aspects of these issues,

G
ARRANGEMENTS FOR REVIEW

ARIICLE 1)

At the end of twee yeirs from signature of this Ag
rcquesied by ether Governnent, the . working of the
reviewed by the two Goverimnlts tosee whether any chm

{, or carliér il
snce shall be
. the scope and

C

(



~

.‘..—..m_.x%:o, - wreof the undersigned, being duly authorised thexeto by, their e
réspective Govetnments, have signed this Agreement. :

Done in two o:&:m_u at Hillsborongh on the 15th day of November 1985,

For the Goveroment of the Uniled For the Governmeit of the Republic
Kingdom of Great Britain and of lreland:
Northern Ireland:

MARGARET THATCHER *  GARRET FITZGERALD
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ANGLO-IRISH SUMMIT M. JING ;
Joint .Oo.s.:c:.macm

(. The Prime Minister, the R1. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, FRS, MP, 8
Taoiseach, Dr.- Garret FitzGerald, TD, met al Hillsborough on 15 Nov
1985, It was the third meeting of the Anglo-lrish Intergovernmental Cou

“ be held at the level of Heads of Government. .

2. The Prime Minister was accompanicd by the Secretary of Sia
Forcign and Commonwealtli Affairg, the RL, Hon. Sir Geollrey Howe, Q
and the Secretacy of State for Nocthern [reland, the Rt Hon. Tom King, ¥
Taoiseach was accompanied by the Tanaiste, Mr. Dick Spring, TD, ar
Minister for Foreign Alfairs, Mr. Peter Barry, To.

3. The Primne Minister and the Taoiseach signed a formal and bi
Agreement between their two Governments, which will enter into (orce a:
as cach Government has notificd the other of acteptance, the Agreement b
aims of promoting peace and stability in Northern Ireland; helping to rec
the two major traditions in Ireland; creating a new climate of (riendship a:
operation between the people of the two countries; and improving co-ope
in combaling terrorism.

4. The Agreement deals in particular with the status of Nocthern 1
and the establishment of an Intergovernmental Conference in which U
Government will put forward views and proposals concerning stated asp:
Northern Ireland afairs; in which the promotion ol cross-border co-ope
will be discussed: and in which determined efforts will be made to resol
differences between the two Governmenls.

5. The Prime Minister and the Taoiseach commilted themsel
implementing and sustaining (he measures sel out in the Agreemen
determination and imagination and underlook to encourage people of be
unionist and nationalist traditions in Ireland (o make new efforts to unde
and respect each other’s concerns with a view to promoling reconciliatio

6. Theexchange of nolifications will not be completed until the Agre
has been approved by the British Parliament and by Dail Eireann, T!
Governments intend that action to implement the provisions of the Agrt
should begin once the exchange of notificalions has been completed. T!
meeting of the Intergovernmental Conference will-take place as soon as p
thereafter. The British side will be led by the Sccretary of State for N¢
treland and \he Irish side by the Minister designated as the Permaner
Ministerial Representative.

7. The tivo. Governments envisage that th ngs and agenda
Conference will not normally be announced. But Adsh il 10 be know



" Tatilsfirstme.  the Conference will consider its future programme of work in
.&.&:a fields—gpolitical, security, legal, economic, social and culturab—assigned.
1o {{ Undeér the Agreement: It-will concentrate at ils initial mectingson: -
‘telations belween the security forces and the minority commuuity in
Northern Ireland, :
—ways of enhancing securily co-operation between the tvo Governments,
and A :
—seeking measures which would give substantial expsession 1o the aim of
underlining the importance of public confidence in the administration of
justice. :
In the interests of all the people of Northern Ireland the fwo sides are committed
10 wotk for early progress in these matters. Against this background, the
Taoiseach said that it was the intention of his Government lo accede as soon as
possible to the European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism(?).

EF

8. In addressing the improvement of relations between the sccurily forces
and the minority communily, the Conference at its first meeting will consider:

ﬁa:rauvu_mas:o:o..?n vmaoin;m:ro?a&ﬂo:xu ¢<Eo_:=o_=aa:5
. Ulster Defence Regiment) operate only insupport of the civil power, with
: . the particular objective of eusuring as rapidly as possible that, save in the
most exceptional circumstances, there is a police presence in all

operalions which involve direct contact with the community;
(b) ways of undedlining the policy of the Royal Ulster Constabulary and ol
." the Armed Forces in Northern Ireland that they discharge their duties
even-handedly and with equal respect for the unionist and nationalist

identities and traditions.’

9. In its discussion of the enhancement of cross-border co-operation on
security, the first meeting of the Intergovernmental Conference will give
pasticular altention to the importance of continuing and enhanced co-operalion,
as éiivisaged in Article 9(a) of the Agreement, in the policing of border areas.

2107 In addition to concluding the new Agreement, the Prime Minister and
thé Taoiseach reviewed the wide range of work being done under the auspices of
the- Adglo-Irish Inlergovernmental Council to develop further the unique
relationship between the two countries. The fact that in the past year there have
beén moie than twenly meetings between Ministers of the two Governnents

_dértonétrates the closeness of co-operation, The Prime Minister and the
Taoiseach decided that this work should be actively continued, in the interests of
friendship between alt the people of both countries,

11.” The Prime Minister and the Taoiseach agreed to meel again at an
appropriate time lo take stock of the development of relations between the (wo
countrics and of the implementation of the Agreement which they have signed.

41
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(*) Treay, 0. 93 (1978), Cmud. 7390.
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