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Principies and Requirements of Conﬁdeanﬂdmg
In Relation to Pohucal?tmm AT

Confidence building measures in relation to those who hsve‘bwn mﬁﬁsoned as a direct result of the
conflict should be implemented as an unsolicited gesture of goodwill by Her Majesty's Government
with the support of all parties to these talks and this connnﬂteempatmlar Such measures ought not
to be granted as rewards for the action, or the inaction, of'the ofganisations to which the prisoners
belong; neither should they be regarded as concessions made o kevp the poktlcal representatives of
the prisoners on board the peace process. ! ;

Confidence building measures should be applied mdtscmnntely 0 both lovalist and republican
prisoners, and to others who may have been mmsoned as. a dzrect m]t of their involvement in the
conflict we have all endured and suﬂ‘ered a: '

We must acknowledge the fact that there are many people n: ourgmnnhes who will not regard
gestures of goodwill towards prisoners as building confidence with thear
be addressed in a sensitive manner. The responsibility for,this lies With:fhose of us present, who must
acknowledge that the release of prisoners is an essential ifigre emﬂ”ﬂxe process of which we are
involved and as such must prepare our respective commum for slwﬁ

implemented. Consequenﬂy we believe that Her Ma]mty’s Govmmm"%onld initiate the process and
engage constructively with the various prisoner groups’ ahd!or fHar ar. political representatives. The
Progressive Unionist Party is ready to help facilitate such dia W HMG and the UVF/Red
Hand prisoners. 75

confidence btulding all parties to these Talks ought to a)gage ISHTUCT
the needs of prisoners and their families in relation to confidence. ‘ _'" 4
to play a constructive role in assisting HMG to identify mdimpl
ensure that all of us have a sense of ownership ofthepm %

All parties likewise, ought
iate measures. This will
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If we present are honest and sincere about our mvolvemeat m dus pro@gg, we must acknowledge that
it is likely that we will come up against measures that will' @w je-stablising to us but are measures
of confidence building for others and vice versa. It is the Ataportant and essential that we
acknowledge these measures and discuss and assist each otherin the préparation and addressing of our
respective communities to be able to accept them or at bes% underswm there need. This applies to
everyone present. ; R

With reference to paragraph 3 above, we recognise that ﬂ;ere isa reqﬁ:rmemt on all of us to address
the fears and apprehensions of those who bave been bereaved or trautiatised as a consequence of the
conflict that we are hopefully emerging from. We mention ﬂns in axfﬁmpaﬂm that such people will be
used to prevent the release of prisoners.

We recognise and acknowledge that these are issues and mnnstanoeszthat need to be addressed. We
remind all present that they need to be addressed sensibly and ob)ectxvdy It is important that we do
not get drawm into the emotions that surround these i issues. We do notmder any circumstances intend
to minimise these emotions. _

The PUP's objectives is to turmn these emotions from bemg used aegaﬂvely to being positively
addressed. Part of the positive nature is to ensure that we étfibark o a process, of healing the damage
and that can begin by dealing with obvious sores and embarking. on‘preventative medicines. In the
present context and topic we are addressing, there are obvious sores ind medicinal cures. There are
also different illnesses that need different treatments. Th@ee shwld liave the right to be addressed
separately and independent to other issues. )

Itis important in this process that we acknowledge the dxﬁmihes weal% dealmg with are the result of
a previous Labour governments attempts to Criminalise’ and Uisibnse the conflict here. As a
consequence of this attempt, it makes it more difficult’ for oemhvoonsnmencm to, accept the
existence of the conflict and therefore all that is required, to addresé the conflict that took place.
Prisoners being one of those. Admitting such errors existed may be dble to assist others to address
issues such as prisoners in a more honest light such as conﬁct transﬁ'):mm

We as representatives of the PUP on this confidence buﬂdmg hmsog.gg;m_mxttee are aware that papers
have been forwarded by interested parties on how pnsonets should B¢ released and prisoners issues
addressed. We do not wish to embark upon the process of itiaking. c&:@eatmg those requests, though
we are certainly prepared to discuss all of them. The difficuities thefS are in achieving them and bow
they can be achieved without undermining other conﬁﬂenoe‘s oi' aﬁgearmg to be concessions to

unreasonable people.

The Progressive Unionist Party is very much aware ofhew mxporﬁﬁﬁhe prisoners issues are in this
process and are prepared to work to meet the objectives we recognse need to be achieved. 1 hope all
here are as sincere in every aspect of this process as we are.

TOTAL P.22



