
NORTHERN IRELAND WOMEN'S COALITION 

SUBMISSION ON PRISONERS TO 

LIAISON SUB-COMMITTEE ON CONFIDENCE-BUILDING 

International and historical research demonstrates that some agreement on prisoner release 
ust be part of any settlement of a violent political conflict which involves negotiations 

between ex-combatants. 6 uauons 

In!^-SK as5°cia^ed wiU] earI>' release needs to be taken in order to end the conflict and eel 
agreement which will hold. The nsk of not acting on the prisoners issue is clear - a 

pc ent symbol of past struggle remains and could be the occasion for a new conflict. 

The Northern Ireland Women's Coalition beiievesthat our prisons are full in N Ireland 
S0C^^&S been in a b}oodT P°]iticaI conflict. We reject the idea that 

prisons are full because of an enormous 1 crimewave.' 

The use of emergency legislation, Dipiock courts, differences in sentencing as well as 
differences in the day to day running of prisons, with prisons here run aJong p^ er of 
war camp lines, are testimony to the feet that these prisoners would not be"there if not for 

the em If f 'T ̂ ^the N'IW—s Coalition have called for a 1° 
mcrgcnc> legislation and a review of the criminal justice system to ensure that ir fiillv 

complies with internationally agreed human rights standards. 

Outside the prisons we have all lived on a war footing, in an abnormal and dysfunctional 
y. This society has created the conditions; the abuse of power, fear hatred and 

^tanamsm which have motivated ordinary people to engage in violent aas. We are all 
p <• of that society, and all implicated in one way or another. 

hffyfTer'S Ccf''r WantS t0 help buiId a securs> I«aceful founded on a 
prisoners0 and "" &°m this persPective ^at we address the issue of 

faf fTL°fthe pr'Soner\i3 an issue for "eO-one in society not onlv the prisoners their 
never be able ^ r=-in'«gration Lnlo societv we win 
isTJhf ef: C°nf"Ct  ̂ 4 t0'eram- ̂  society. It 

2?pf LwPr;;: znzzsz?* 10 acknow,edse the positive ro,e 



VICTIMS 

The NI Women's Coalition recognise the anger and fear on the part of some victims », 
the prospect of the release of prisoners. We respect the right of victims to feel tW? 
anger and fear. We believe that none of us should ever lofe sight ed en™ 

Ls ranflta! ^ bee" beCaUSe °fthe acts of "°l«nce created by 

However it is important that the views of all victims, not just those of pammilitarv 
be'mco^d. ^111(0 aCC°Un: 3,1(1 ^ ̂  °f VICtm"in ^ ̂ity 

It is also simplistic and patronising to suggest that the pain of the victims is reduced in 

™iePsXLT •  ̂̂ 7 °n  ̂peip4tot0rS- W 0f the S i / 7? forgiveness and reconciliation have emerged from victims We 
believe that victims,just like society as a whole, have interests injustice in oeace and 
m ac nevmg a situation where there will be no more victims of political violence, 

S^SeT,'dina0litiOn ^ T530"3 ̂  demmd madS by "CtimS organisations 
sunned d reS0UrMS be m3de aVa^abIe t0 enabie to be properly 

PFOrted during this time. Organisations such a WAVE and An Crann should be 
upported to encourage healing and reconciliation within society. 

C°raiiti0n T** ̂  that &e °f *<= conflkt> foclnding the 
chfldL a ? 7S y msmbers ™Pris0Ded Should be highlighted Our 
nto^. a 0Ur Tf ^ T7 °fthem havs em°tionally, menSy 
P y _ y damaged dunng this conflict. We are particularly concerned that little or 

fcdSZT 7f/" "f rSd CMdren "nd yOUng «***• ** minors likely to 
find themselves admitted to adult psychiatric facilities. Bereavement and counselling 
organisations generally are attempting to deal with the upsurge in depression and 
mental distress often associated with the end of a conflict, without additional 
resources. 

Ex-prisoners organisations such a EPIC and Tar Anall also need support for their 
unique contribution to remtegrating prisoners into their communities. 

RELEASE PROCESS 

From the perspective of the families and friends whatever manner was used to kfll 
their loved one is horrendous, whether it is a single shot in a taxi or outside their own 
front door, or a bomb in an army base or shopping centre. 



emotionally charged position. y°ne t0 an3We" excePt an 

Of recreathig a &tu^c^lfo^otecTnfns0meres^fT* ̂  dl 1116 causes 

abhorrence of the acts into aLm-X f, WC mUSt chamel 

faith in the common humanity which we aBsW ,'^ re<^uire3 Wd action, 

Of an overall political agreement. epubhcan' a£ross ^ fcoard, within the context 

»ff=™ «c ta,=d ,„ lwHM, 
—«?SSR °"TT C™"°KI * - -»-S 

Xt .sirsrrsr 
this issue and act in a coordinated fashion. t0 C0'0Perate 

IMMEDIATE CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES 

1. NT Women's Coalition realisr thar fi-,11 
mechanisms to enable that and deal with the^M™* ° P^'SOn" release ̂  «hc 

J—, However immediate steps could betSn^o^ove^im thlf [ssue of earty 

the issue of pti&ner? as'c^tj^T^the pr^^Tnd ltoTcSl'13 COnlmitnlenC 10 addre^ 
part of an overall agreement, would help create f feT * pnf.°.ner reIease ^ form 
agreement and addressing ^ ̂  » 

1316 fUndamenta]>y changed conditions brought 
Which introduced 50% remissio^bitoh* '"5 begis!ation on Remission 
situation, with exta cotZTv ' mereIy retUmed "> a pre-1989 
peace process. COndltl0ns' Movement m this direction would help cement the 



2. Both the British and Irish governments have now signed the Convention A 4* 

suffering of the families concerned w m ® W°U'd ea3c 

both the British government and the Irish Go^™ ^ by 

3 Within the prison system we would urge a humanitarian approach, include n. Sr ,™ FAMI,Y **•111 OTDER TO PREPARE P-~£23532 £» 
ip^eTco!°mabouttf  ̂  ̂rî > have 

the health of her child if thisltu'arion conlu^ ® ^ effect on her health 

mcSLd™ 10, ^1 convoluted ^S^'stic obstacle preventing her from 
proceeding wtth her legal fight against extradition. We would like to re,We -h 
fundamental position that a person is innocent until proveSf ^ 
spent a year in prison without being convicted, or inLd"  ̂

We call on the British government, on the grounds of human rights to examine this 

LriJl? r tClina,C of Ability for the rule of law and the exercise of 


