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 Building the Economy - Bulding the Peace .

St Féin:views the promotion of economic aad social developinert i Ireland as a key and fntegral
part of the' peace process. It is clear that economic development underpins the peace process and

- - canhelp @ consolidate agreement on political structures in freland. By furthering development and.

rackiing the deep-rooted economic probiens of these areas, the Dublid and London goveraments nents

: mn.bdpmaszgmﬁmtwayto cement a justand lasting peaceinhé!and_. |

5 .

s SumFéEn’s ovc[all bbjecﬁv&c for economic pohcv in Treland are:

». " o provide sustainable and dignified livelihoods for all is cifizens;

o ﬁm:;nmomicpasewmchmﬂeasmesocialandcu;ﬁn;lmuesofaumezﬁs}i;=;;-
- - Peopleand which fufls their material nceds and aspirafions. .

In essence, Sinn Féin's vision is of a society thar grants economic, justice to all its people.

Everyone, imrespective of their background, should be able to gain meaningful, well-paid, long-

‘term employment in jobs that provide genuine security and fair conditions. Everyone should have a

| Theseobjecuvm wﬂI ‘oh'ly be achieved by eliminating zmeuiployméﬁi and éoverty, developmg

*-morefully the industrial base and generating higher levels of income and wealth for the benefit of

* all- the:people n Treland. In this conteit, Sinn Féin attaches particular importance to the generation -

of sustatnable growtls; the need for mutnally reinforcing private and public sector activity in the: ;

_ economy; the provision of education and traiming far 2ll the workf‘om, the need for extensive. -

werkplaceparﬁcipanon and democracy; the creation of gming equahty of opporﬂnﬁtﬁz forall,and

. theds men gf@ﬁm@gmnyfﬁqdymmcxﬁﬁq; e
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e creationof traly all-Ireland economy:
S thie-transformation of the war economy of the north into a productive and developed peace-

- timSeconomy;

Y i -,@gélinﬁnaﬁonof the economic distortions created by partition;

ek ﬁlesédalandeoonomichmmonisationd‘regionsandsodalgmupsinlreland;and A,
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: . : -;:a__;,i_the' mlmducﬁon and promotion of geriuine economic democxacy ;

The Ecoﬁomic Problem -

It i widely recognised that the Irsh economy, particularty i the northern Six Counties and the
border region; suffers from a range of economic and social problems. The range and depih of these
e Eo@!@g@-k%cnbya_nmnberof indicators: : ‘ ‘ R )

-1 : iﬁtﬁcbox'dercounns the ﬁgure‘i-s‘highﬁ' still. In the 26 counnes the live register figure
| Stands #t254,000. Like the Six Counties the figues masks over 40,000 people employed on riake
£ wou:kschcmes Ac:oas the isleim_i over 350,000 people are unemployed. - S

et Not onIy 18 the overall level of un;:h:iploymenx hi ghm the er. Cotmﬁm but thenumber i
' who have been without work for over a year accounts for 50 per cent of the unemployed (45 per
" ‘centin he tWenty-six counties) while almost one in five have been out of work for more than five -

SR Ump[oymenf. éh:oug Catholic men is around two arid & half times higher thanammgst
- Protestant men in the Six Counties. That this has continued to be the case for over twenty years

Bighlights the inefFectivensss of British anti-discrimination measures and legislation, - _

Tap =

* . The continning haemorrhage of the population has been endemic, with az average of
& | md?OOOpcopIeemgmngm vear from the Six Counties over the past two decades. Again,
- It the Border: connries the Ioss of population, especially those of working age, has been even
. higher- Tn the 26 Counties official figares show that during the 19805 over 250,000 pecple:
 enlgrated, 49,000 in 1989 alone. Emigration from rural areas is particularly high with aronnd
-'S,OQQii;égﬁgﬂwfng;dmlhaandmhymdmingmm; i A

7434, Thé incidence of poverty in the Six Counties and the border areas is severe. In 1995 cne
third of all households had weekly incomes below £125 with 19 per cent of ail weekly incormes
commg from social security. The proportion of people living below the ‘poverty line' is higher
thantntam, as s the degree of income inequality between the most highly paid and the Iowest




e nndedymg sveakness of the Six-County ecomonty is highlighted by the szze-of the
. - Stbyention from the British taxpaver that is tequired to keep it ranning. The difference besween

£4billion, an extraordinary oge-third of toral G int the
subvention direcdly reflects the militarised and unproductive

ore. Hopefil note New Labour's Chagcellor of the Exechequer, Gordon Brown has
¥ = Comprehieasive Speaing Review (CSR) which ke mainiaived il v e
_ m-:Smn Eﬁn,beﬁcywtms CSR must take into account the discrim \Unatory and inequitable
matmre O NIO spending poticcs. - i :




' iFéféﬁmﬁ;le'tﬁe'CéR-must analyse the spending allocations across the 26 District Comncils to
- -ascegtain whether. there is equality of funding. This CSR should also investigate the disparities
cleasly visible to nafionalists in Infrastructural development programmes such as housing and road
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" “Another fssge that must be included fa the CSR is the toml military spending by the British
Govedhment in the Six Counties. The published Exchequer figures or the Six Counties show only

-+ aproportion of a&;tax military spending by the British Government in the Six Counties,
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" - Fa& CSR shioald be empowered o investigate tofal military spending including not only the RUC
 budget but that of the British Army and MIS. Spending proposals from MIS published in 1995
s shbvzed that 44% of their £150 milion expenditure was taken-up with countering IRA threa_rs._f-, 0
: -Ifthe British Goveriment are really comurittad to building 2 lasting peace they have a role 6. play
; muzélsfozmmg the structure of the war economy in Ireland and that includes scaling dowi_i.meir ‘
militaty-spending and - diverting funds 1o projects and programmes which will aid those
commmuinitics most affected by the conflictin ; Rk
" The reasons foi such poor econcmic performance over a sustained period of time are, of course,
-complex From Sinn Féin's point of view. it is necessary to look at the political and economic
- - history of Freland and, in particular, the colonial and oppressive nature of British rule, i explain
. sucldecp-cconomic inderdevelopment. While it was in the interests of Britain to develop. the
' industrial Base in the north of Irelend (centred in the main quite narrowly around Belfast) in the
. minetesath century with shipbuilding, textiles and heavy engineering, and at the expense of the Test
7. of Irelafid; fhis did not ontinne after partitiod in 1921, The economic istory of the Six Cowties
. BasTicverbekn anything bar one of failure and underdevelopment. - RS
-~ Parttfiom itself was‘an important debilitating factor iq the way it artificially divided the Frish -
ecomm.ycompoundmg a state of underdevelopment in what was already an economy lacking
. coherence and infegtation. This effect was felt particularly badly in the border countics - & situation
" that continues o this day. On top of this was added the openly sectarian nature of the Six-Connty
- stateTiSelf that systematically discriminated against and disadvantaged the nationalist population.

- More recently in the last twenty-five years, political and military resistance to British rule and
" oppression has debilitated the economy to a significant effect. In this historical context, it is
difficultto imagine an economic sitation less conducive o economic and social development. The
political and economic legacy of colonialism, pardiion, systematic discrimination and political and
“military conflict has still to be overcome. Yet, if economic and social development is to occur then
. irwiltoaly be achieved if that legacy is tackled.
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“The faﬂurvs of Targetmg Socml \Ieed

j 3 The Bn:txsh Govcmment paper on Economc a.nd Social Develcvpmenf. stresses the roT.e of their
3 w.rvett.mg social need initfative. TSN is accordmg to the NIO "an important feature of the
: Govemments stmteoy to promote equality of opportunity and equity of reatment”. R

e

RS D e L e

: However in .ﬁﬂy 1996. whcn the NIO was questioned by An Phoblacht as to how were TSN :
Social: Need policies 1 were implemented they were told this was hardcr 1o measure”. Tbe:e were
' ‘nosgecxﬁc figures” even though it was one of the British Government's "spending pricrities”. In
' fact it-was difficalt to find out which NIO department was resonsible for lmplemenung TSN
policy:-An Phoblact was told that the dapartment of Economzc Development were not the
guac&ns of TS?\"’ It was mot within their pohcy remit

-Thc\ZIO's ccnualprmoﬁce told them that it was not in thcn‘pohcv area Thczrooncemswcrc

oniy poltucsand secuuty' Instead they were sent to the Dcpartmem of Health a.nd Soc1al

T ey rold'An Phoolacht that Taroeung Social Need "might be” thei area, they wercnt & swe. Tt
x 'coulcf be thev were told that they shared the r&eponmbﬂ.tty for melmennnsz TSN thh the
- .degvamnmtof Envxronmenr. :

2 EvenmaIIy afherfm-ﬂ:ler calls it was found that TSN was actuaﬂy ftmded.thmuah the Deparmzent of
% Finance and Personnel ‘and that it was t’nc Central Commnmtv ReIanons Unit (CCRU) who
: nnplemm&TSN :
It Wasﬂie CCRU who p@shed m 1996 a oontxovex‘sml study on nnemplovment r2tios n me Szx
Counties. The study by Graham Gudgin and Richard Breen concluded that religion was. *not a
valid measure* for distinguishing between imemployment ratios in the Six Counties cven though
. :Ca:ﬁoﬁcsaretwoandha[f times more Iikciyto be unemployed thanProtwants

2 However thc truth is that the CCRU only-lays down the pohcy gmdehnes 1o one is muy
respoasible for melemmt:atwn and monitoring. One NIO briefing note puts it it all in perspective.

: Itczmevmh a warning stating "Avoid puiting 2 monetary value oq TSN policy® because Mt Is
’chﬁimltmxdenufyall&teTSNrelevantatpeudmm mtheDHSS

3¢ TSN isin factsmtply renzming existing DESS funding and then including part of the Deons£24O
million EU peace and reconciliation programme, the money for which comes from the EUJ. notfsom
the British Governmient. This is just one aspect of the failures of British Government's economic

"~ and social policies in the Six Coanties and how important it is to have a complete re-evaluation of
ﬂleNIO‘s pohcy implementation programme in the Six Counties. ;
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Area meils

In order to geta fn]l undersmndmn of the depth of ﬂae economic and socml problcms in the Six
Counues and the border region, it is necessary to focus in on speqﬁc nagonalist areas. Th15 IS
becansemcmturc of thc problems facing these areas differ significantly and therefore require q_‘mte '

ST

LR

; ~ drfferent: soluuons and approaches. The specific problems of nationalist areas can be wsefully
& groupect togcther nto the inner ity areas.of Belfast and Derry; rural zums, parucularly those w&st'
,!E‘ of- the nver Bm and the border region stretching from Den'y and Doncszal to Newrv and
;}: Tha 8 u

& Iti IS Smn Féins view that it is COmmBuNILy groups and activists wm’k:m*7 on the gromd m tlrme
% > armtfxal:besrknowthepmbicmsand otr ideas forregcneranondmwonsomeofthexrproposals.
by In this fespect Sinn Féin believes in a botiom-up approach 16 economic and social deveiropmenr,

e &

IaLherthem the undemocratic top-down- approaches pursued by the British and Dublm

- Inner City Ams
‘Nov:ﬂzandthBclfastandDaty

Innqx c:ty areas in the Six Counties share similar problems in tcrms of economic and socxal
-nnd“etdevelopment and disadvantage. In west Belfast, for cxample, an area compnsmg amund

1000@0peop1e, therexsanlmemplcymcntrateof30 pcrccntmthlwsthanm percenr.ofthc
: pop_ulanona@d 16 and over actually in cmplcyment (in some cled:oral wa.rds the prapo:t[on wrth
._TJOE)SI&QSIOW&S_SPEI'CQC) L m :

The a:zw. nceds aImost4 000 jobs just to bnng its Jobleﬁral:e dovvn to the cxtv average w}nch n:-;en'

1sh1,,h by any stamdards. In some electoral wards over a third of the households have anamma.[

income of less than £4,000 (36,400, the on]} one in twanty households have an mcome of
i 5'-.£ISDOO ($24 000) ormom

Inmcmsofsoc:al andomeruxﬁcmom, west Belfast has the mgh&tmfantmomhwmmtﬁeszx
countics (11.9 per thousand), one in seven of the population suffer from long-term illness, almost
60 pecccnt five m:ented housmg (mainly publicly owned) and two-thirds of households do not

; ownam o

.The extent of economic¢ naderdev elopment and deprivation in the areaistoa large extent the '
consequence of government policy that has systematically discriminated against nanonahs..
communities. This can be seen from the relative absence of new investment from outside and
abroad, pohucal vetting by government to prevent job creation projects, such as in the Conway Mili
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educa'ﬁonalamd industrial complex; and the occupation by the British army of the }3 acre
- Whiterock industrial estate. The British government had vatil recently contincally refused to deal
Aty it lected Siom Féin represetaives ontese marrs.

A 1995 report by rescarchers at Manchester University provides a deprivarion index for the Six
Counties. It is based on the wards and district council boundarics of the North's 26 Tocal
amhorities. Belfast and Derry have between them 17 of the 20 most deprived wards. ;

Derry City suffers from similar economic and social problems both in terms of level and inteusity,
with tnemployment rates of over 40 per cent in the nationalist areas of Brandyweil, Creggan_ St
- Peter's and Shantaliow. Other indicators of material deprivation 2o alsc expetienced in these local
- areas in Derry seen in overcrowded housing, lack of access 5o cars and low levels of ownsr-
occuparion. These factors are muatually reinforcing leading to low levels of incomes, ttle access 1o
 savings.er credit poor quality housing and a high incidence of illness. ' el
- In Consultation: with commnuuity groups in these frmer city areds, Siim Féin has put togethera range
"of proposals-thait would start to regenerate the local-ecopomies and provide much needed jobs. In
. the pesiod sinice the declaration of the IRA ceasefire, there has been 2 huge upsurge in crgnﬁviqa', :
imagimaticn and energy in nationalist communities showing that they are equal to the mammoth -

W HW&Belfast, covering areas such as Divis, the Falls, Twinbrook, Ballymuxphy 3

- AndesSonsiown and Polsglass, North Belfast, including Ardoyne and New Lodge, and in Derry
city. i particular Skantallow, Brandywell and Creggan, a host of proposals have been put forward .

" tharGould forni the basis of effective local economic strategics. - RS

——

lt® : “There ShOﬂdbeaJobsmsk force to devise and implement Iocal cconomic Su'amgi' ' tSzmd '
~hat isakso’tesponsible for the disbursement of ‘peace dividend” fimds: Rk G

e = Fiodal labour clansés should be introduced in all major public and private investment

“ A G Bl il

(At 'icproposcd ose 'Vun'i'verrsity campus in Springvale should be viewed as a project of - great
potential if meaningful partnerships and benefits can be forged with and for local communities;

B fnshlangmgc economic development offers great potential and must be adequately

AN I’rmmng for real Jobs, rather than the cheap and low paid labour schemes that cm:renﬂy
0P"i%mﬁ?s_?'l;lusntbs%an_int&gralpanofadcvelopmentsuategy; ST
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R Tha'e should be 2 new emphasis on craalmg jobs in thc socml cconomy such as cducanon ¢
and:emnonmemal conscrvauon, # a7 < v
. Connnnmly-led economic development and enterprise needs 1o be ptomoted in such wctors 2
as cultuzal tounsm A

' : ' TheBm:Ish gm ernment's offcnm»c against the area's major, employers such as Bdfast Crty 22
Cozmd&and.meRoyaI VicmnaHospv.taInwds to be stopped. :

R Intcmatmnal rccogmtxon of Nérth Belfast as 2 dcpnvcd area so that it can bc aﬂowed 0
: oﬂ"eranenhancedmkunent;nckage‘ A ' R

'4. The creation of a North Belfast development agency 1o wczrkm conjuncnon with potcnual

PO B

e 'I‘heldw. of getting potential investors to commit resources into the area for n'azmno and
R&D pnor to the actna] investments sO thaJ: the ground for effective development i is ﬁrmly :

SumFém reoogms& tﬁat while the overall incidence of depmnanm is grmtcst in nanonaﬁst areas %
t’hereare amrmber of unionist fnner city areas in the Six Counties that suffer many of Lhc same
econommcand socxal problcms as nationalist commtmms Unionist workmg class commrmmsl ‘
- have'long'e endured” endemic tmemplovment, a severe lack of employment opportunitics and deep
levd:s depnvanonandpoverw Urventartennonand substantial resources need tobedlrected-

ﬁowa:d?rﬁmcmmsand ‘communities if tharproblcms are to be all:vlawd. The promotzon ‘and
develqgmmt of cmss—commmnty projects would be parttcularly beneﬁaal in this rwpea'where :

Al W PSR L TS

Ruralarws thmughout Ireland have a long history of political and economic ma:gmalmuon with
" ruzal nanonahst communities in the Six Counties disenfranchised from the state. In contrast to
mnercxtyeoonomts raral areas have suffered quite different, thongh just as debilitating, typa of
problems. While unemployment is rife, there is also substantial underemployment, low incomes; .

" high em:grauon (both: to urban areas within Ireland and places outside), seasonal work and poor
amto hmlthandsocml services.

3
i
:
:
]



Ve-rug

LU0 132 B ; ’ oAt 4 (15 1

A

Innanona]mtnml areas, such as Counties Tyrone, Fexmanagh and Dcrry, there has bccn ah1gh ;
dependenoe on small scale agriculture on poor land. This has been 2 direct consequence of umionist
domnanon and has led to rural upderdevelopment, especiaily in the area west of the river Bann.

~ Mauch® a.gnaﬂtuxal ‘policy administered by the European Union has been to the benefit of large

umionist farmers on good land who can exploit economies of scale and ¢arn high incomes. Thrs has
beenatthe expense of small agricultural holdings that tend topredonuna!e in nationalist rural areas,
mﬂztﬁemultbanglowfammcomcsandamassemdusfrom the land and from the amthmu,_.,h

- emigration. Much of the decline and economic marginalisation of rural areas in the Six Commes

hasbecnrmrzmdmﬂzesoud:emand western borderootmn%.

: '~.Unemployment and Underdevelopment in the Border regmn

. Incquahuts isd tmemployment trends for Ca.thohcs and Prowstanis have been well doazmented.

However the peuallel problem of regional d.lspantIcs is something thch must also be tacﬁed_ For
example unempﬁoyment rates of Catholics (exclnding urban areas of Belfast and the Newry and |

: MocmcCouuul area) aremgmﬁcanﬁvblgherW&tofthcBannﬂ:antheyaremtheEasw:ncomeﬂ'

~ot‘ the. Slx Counties. Data extracted from the 1991 census by Liam O’Dowd shows~

1 mcmploymmt Iatm of 20% and over in the Cookstown, Derry, Dtmcraumn Lxmavadv Moylc
and Strabane district council areas. Armagh, Ballymoney, Coleraine, Fermanagh, Magherafe[t, and-

Omach district council areas unemployment rates of 15 to 18%. In the eastern oouncﬂs only

_VBdfast,CralgaVOn an.dNewryandMoumehaveunemplovmentrates of 15%and over.” .- -

Smn ch beheves ﬂ:ai the IDB's failure to prov1dc an equitable dxsmbutzon of it's mvestment- k-

'prqects and a paraﬂel mbaIance in NIO spending on the economic mfrastmcmrc of the ¥ watcn

- ~S'1x-County councﬂ areas are contributory factors to this marked reglonal undcxdevelopmem. It

b malmcmorc pressing g theneed fora complete reassessment of the IDB'sactivitiesand a pmgmmmc

- :-':; of ' eqaaktypmoﬁng' foraﬂ ﬁmlre economic and industrial developmenr.pm]ecls

’ -_Asm the n:mer city areas, Sinn Féin has consulted with nationalist ru:ral communities z_md ‘has

brougﬁtforwardanmnberofpohcvxdeasasto how these issnes can start to be resolved.
In gcncml the objective for rural areas should be a healthy and diverse economic and social ~

=<emonmentwhcreqm.hw of life is enhanced by quality of opporummr

°_’ - An mtegm:ed stmzegy for rural development is required in terms of partnerships belween
govemmem:, development agencies, privale business and, in particuiar, local commv.rmuw so thzl

! fdlparnapanon and accountability takes place;

;- Agncnlmral diversﬁ" cation into smaﬂ mdustry aud processing of value-added quahrv foods

targeted‘ar niche markets needs to take place - this will help to ensure that farming continues tcplav
an rmportanrpmtm the rural economies; ; it
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‘ Imptovedh‘amportmﬁasu'ucnnctomcmaseamtonm[a:ws ¥

A al Stsmmable and cnvrronmenraﬂy fncndly tourism shouId bcdcveloped that meets meneeds

: ’andwxsﬁmof Iowl commumn&e

. ThedeveloPmemof arural investment bank offermg low—mtcrest Ioan.s and techmaal adv:cc ’

j: msnmﬂihmezsandloml areas stamngcommmt} enterprises. -

#2 SmnPémwantstosccand endtothepenahsanonofcro&borderwmimwhoarebcmg

e

Thc aJI-IreIand natnre:oft'ne ag.nculmre sector mustbc recogmwd wn‘.h steps taRBn now to .

o crwhercplmenm‘reaoss border bodies.

- T

Theboa'derregron n Ireland eXpeTiences many of the same problems as rural areas, buzhas the'
added dmadvanlnge of being between two Jlﬂ'lSdlCthHS and all the eccncmlc, pohmml and soqal

ﬁstortmonsthatth:scmtes. The border region is of course a direct Tesult of partition and- has

. thcrefcle.long suffered deep economic and social problems. Itl&:ksgoodacmstomaﬂ:emand_'
* large Génitres of popilaiion; it has few larse towns that could act as a focus for development; it
""suffetsfromlowmcomelevels hzghemxgmnonlsnfc andzthaspoorland and infrasttuctire.

-Impcxtanﬂy cmnmnmnesalongtheborderhmetohvemththemp;ﬂmgmpactofmﬂmnmon ;

' ~mxewnonnchfc thehxghmmdcnccof Bntxsharmymﬂzmyfcmﬁczrmnsandmmcmusbcrdcr
2 '.‘iroadcrésxm g

hio Thebogd'erregmnlsa dxvmearmenmpassm,, reIanvely pOpzﬂated townssuchasDcuy Newrv7

" ; Cavan. Howevea:, a mnnber of characteristics bave bccn identified for tbe rcglon. These mclnde a. '
4 mbmauon of populanon increase and employment decrease; 4 mlanvdy high propomon of

(thoseaged under 15 and over 64); relatively high levels of overall and long-term -

i mmﬁloyment; and oompa:anvelv Ingh nnmbers of peoplc employed in agnculturc and Iow

Y A: sPeczﬁc pmbicm assocxated with developmg effective sua&:g:as for the border regmn is tha:.

while Sinn Féim wholly supports moves for increased ecanomic integration in Ireland, there is the

: pmblem that the border region could be bypassed and therefore not benefit from aIl—Ire{and
: eoommlcacuuty. :
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'I'Insproblem ;scompoundedbv the highly ccnuahwdnamrcofthesmte in the Six and26count1w

éé 3 and the concomitant weakness of local government. In this context, it makes it very dlfﬁcuit for-
5 - local commumtxm to propose and implement effective programmes of a cross-border Jamre. This
R’R is seen, m pamcuIar by the operation of the European Union's INTERRJJ initiative to pmmote
35 cTOSS- bcrder economic inifiatives and combat the negative consequences of borders. This initiative
2 has been mplcmentcd almost wholly through a top-down approach by the British and Dubh.n
i,‘ oovemmems, mthcr’chan ﬁxrough the wide range of groups wockma on the ground.

5 :

3 ‘Snm ch., together with volunlnry and community organisations, s put forward a mnnber of
s 'pmposaismmgenaammsboMﬂmmInmcMonaahamTvmmandAmaghmfmexamplea
‘ﬁ number of initiatives have got off the ground looking at the real potential thar exists for mdmlal
:§ 3 devclopment, in- particular food processing, tourism and tounsm related acuvmy zmd the

i f&evelopmentandapphmﬁon of mfonnanou tcchnologv

; Onempoﬂantpmpo&[ that has been put forward !Danempt o get over some of these pmbkms in
“the-. bord”ﬁr region is the creation of a Border Develonment Commission. This would: help w0

em_phasxse the distinctive characteristics of the region; reverse its penpherahsaﬁon creaie

_democranc partxc[patlon in the development of the region; and build on and give strategic. dlrecuon

uotherzmge of cross-border economic and social initiatives that are aready taking place.” WI:u.Ie

Snm Féin‘s oblccnvc rematns, of course, the climination of the border and the creation of ; aﬂnrl:y—

: twooonmtv h'eland, itis clearthat in the transitional period, andevenforsomc time after, thatsuch
' _‘_abodyéoulckplaya s;gmﬁmmlrole in developing the economy of thcregxon. R S

The Need for Instxtutmnal Reform f

& A ma_;orcomponmtomenchs approachto econormcmgenemnon is the need forﬁmdamenml
* ‘and swecpmg  institational change to the way in which economic pohcv is unplemcnted in the SIX
5 ’aountx& and across the island. If this does not occur then the kind of economic and ‘social

. dsvdopmem that we aspu‘a to will sxmply not take place. A number. of mpormm issues can be :

'--."’hxghkghted.

". : There isa nwd for faull dcmocrausauon and opemng up © gcnumc accouma.bﬂlqr of the '
development agencies such as the Industrial Development Board that develops larger industry,
wpecuﬂly inward investment; the Local Enterprise Development Unit that assists small busmms
 the Industrial Research and Technology Unit that promotes R&D and technological dcveiopmcnt
within mdusuy the Training and Employment Agency that promotes training and skill
dcvdcpment among the workforce; the Northern Ireland Tourist Board; and the Intemauonat Fund
for Treland that disburses 2id from overseas, in particular the US, to areas of economic and social
i dcpnvanm. The Department of Economic Development that oversees economic policy a:nd the
: dﬂebpmmagemmmemwmuaalso necdstomadetmly accountzble.
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Thcneed for' democraumm also apphes to developmentagencxm m the 26 Counn% such
asthe IDA., Forbairt and Forfds which prmenﬂv operate thbout any democrauc mpu: and the

; mnmnum ofputﬂxcacoountabmw

. A more oo—ordmaxed and integrated approach to the devdopmcnt of indigenous mdnstry

and. the atiraction of foreign investment on all-Ireland basis is reqmrcd to avoid the wasteﬁlL

dnphcanon, compeuuonand bidding upof 1 Incentives that currently operate.

Tacklmg the tnstitutional nature of these British government bodx&e means unprewdcnted
change 10 the 'way in which economic policy is formulated and carried ut in the six counfies.
Commumnw need. to feel that they have a say in the formulation of palicy, know what Dohcy is

trvmg to acb:eve and have an understanding of how effective: policy. actoally is. In othcrwords :

theremds to be full and accountahle control of British government bodies if the legacy of mistrust
and_negkgencebvand of the nationalist commumity is to be overcome. Past experience pmthhaz‘
the British government and its development agencies have shown no commitment to 'cac:kmr:y

economicand social problems fu pationalist areas in a coberent and effective manner. Onewzvof'

rwolvmgt&xs would be to designate nationalist districts as arcas of hrghcst priority for mward

mvw&nentaslong as t.hc Iocal communities had mgmﬁcant coun:ol over strategics being fol}owed

devdoped thanallow true participation by pationalists. If those communities most affected. by.t thc

: sxtuaﬁonmtbesm counties and the border region are not part of economic policy mahngmlhe
ﬁm,‘then thcrml eoonomlc and social problems are lmhkelyto be tackled and sotuuonsfcmd.

Akcy aspect of the way in which ¢ economm and social pohcy has bwn zmplemented n the

pastby.ﬁte.Bnush govetnment and its vanous devclopmmt agenczw is the s‘«stemanc nature of

in terms: of discrimination against Catholics and patiopalists in emponment and also | m the

=aﬂoczunn of public funding and investment projects away from nationalist areas. Fundamental and

extensrve Tefomm is therefore required to fair employment legislation if dtsmmm;mozx against: and
disadvznwge among Catholics and nationalists are to be stopped. Genume affirmative action,
mcluding @'stop to the political vetting by the British government of community and volumary
groups, nust be seen as an integral part of overall economic and indusirial development stmzegy,
mf.he:ﬂxan anaspect of pohcvtbm can operate iz some form of Iegxslatwe vacuum. :

&tendmg thc argumcnzs above, [ocaI communities a.nd thc voluntary sector need to be A

gwengemnne nclusion at.every level in the decision making process that takes place ézfmnd :
cconomic-policy.: This: would include effective involvement of communities and nancmahsts m
'pamazlarm ﬂx: formnIamon of pelicy and the allocaticn ofpubhc flmds to meet speaf‘cd and
. a.greed econotmc and socxal needs. To enable this; new Institutional arrangcmems will need to be

B T e TR e B T T R T T T T T O v T
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o sHAGh ‘ ¥ An end to Discnmmatmn
.mem mcepuou thf: unionist SLx-Cou:m:y state melemented a system of cconomic apanhud of

-which working class nationalists were the principal victims. Ajpart from the denial of basic civil
nghis mafionalists were for over 50 years systematically excluded by the umomst adzmmstrauon in

"'.theatwsofmploymmthmsmgandelectomlnghts.

S IRV PRI ISENTE ARANEE SeR N L LR

In 1969 the: then British Prime M.r.mster Harold Wilson pmmxsed that "Every citizen of Northem
Imlandxs entitled to the same equality of treatment and freedom from discrimination.” However the
3 yws since the i mposition of direct rule by the Brifish Govemment has seen a senwof it
‘plamwd, ‘and madequan: attempts to implement legislation aimed at redressing cmp[oymcnt
; .chscummanon. All these attempts have ended in failure and Catholics in the Six Counties : are stifl -
22 tﬂnw ‘mare: ikely 1o be unemployed r.bat Protestants after 20 years of so-mlled "fau' 2

prid SV e oD

Today-’-m thc 19903 the level of economic dxscumlmuorn Temains at unaoceptahlv high reve!s. In
-Septemba‘ 1992, aleaked docament from the British Department of Economic Development stared 4
* that 'Onall ma;orsocxa} and economic indicators Catholics are worse off than Protestants.* 7 Gk

F -u\

.—r

A 1994Pamﬁy Expendxmre Survey showed that averagc gross weckiy mcome for Prormmnls was

: 17%4mgﬁcr tban thc avu'age income for Catholic households. 29% of Cafhohc houscholds derrved
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o e 1990s fau' emplovmcnt cases by Caxhohcs were md:cmed against smahwlth?.‘
:boards,loa[couna}sandQueensUmwmztv : '

Cfm"andcmnprehenswe legal powers to eradicate discrimination and to ensure that equality is
: m .-‘ ‘Ae-d'_:‘ _".f.:. i : S : s e
& | Suppm:artheMcBnde principles.

Aﬁ"umanve action 3 the key to redressing the imbalance in the workforcc with 2 umetable fer
etadrmnngthennbalancem employmentmuos - i
Sum Femdow not befieve that the complete eradication of discrimination can be aclnevcd wn:hm
the’ cenﬁnw of the Six-County state or under the auspices of the British Govemment.

Nevcxthelms, the responsibility to tackle this historic and squctural problem lies with the Brmsh
chanmem:as crmtorof the Six-County state. LT
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-."S"nm.ch-. bcﬁcvw thar. the ulumate criterion of any Ieg:slanon IS the actua] effect of xts__‘"
L x lmplanelmnon, 11: must de to an end of scctanan dxscnmmanon in cmployment w:thm mgzble

e

Inv&stmg in Peace and Democrany

Ifeoehmmcandsoaalmgeneranonxstotakeoffmnaﬁomhstarmthm thc:emllnwdm be_ 3 '
.:.catamreqmrmmtsforeoononncsuategv These would include: o g

- -The pmmouon of mward investment ﬂm links in a posmvc way vmh md1genons Insh
. induse j"contrﬂautw and remains accountable to the local comumt:es thatn: is locatcdma:nd; .
.;mce!xthemedsofthcwzdaeoonomy‘, SRS

,.Ooﬂnmunent to edumon a:nd tmm.ng for_ ail pobple and :z'.n aﬂ stages of persona.l '
sl dcvelopmmand : _ TR

_ mvmcm in research and development and the- promotmn of I:ngh technology il newv v
, -prodnctsand new processes and in existing industries such as foodi ptocessmg, texttﬂw and‘ o
ddm:zg;aswdl asnew lngh technology mdnsm:s. :

"_lva._: sa'amgyxsfobeeffectxve then rtnwdsmbesctmtheoontextofa&mw ofuudedyhg

L

- ; . - ‘4- absom neocssxty Of V‘lcmno mnomlc devdopment in EheWider eontext Of‘-:_ ; “
. .;potm cultma[ and envnonmemal pnonnes*and 5 2

5. -_." ﬁemqun'ememto msugtcfullpautyofesmcm andcqmtyofumnnentfornanonahsrs.
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L AT . v

'Peace Dividend' For All

Atmntﬁathasbeengwcnpamaﬂarlmpomnccandpmmnemcmdlswsaom around ﬂxepwce

- process: fias- been the 'peace dividend”. Sinn Féin welcomes this and urges that the discossion'is
Iranslatedmtoadmlpohcyandmc*wsed economic activity and employment. Intlnsoontext, itis
mpmmnf(osepmatcwchofﬁ:eoomponcmpartsofdlcdmdcndthaloouldanse Thesean: %
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S "ﬂowsofmwardmv&tmtfromabmad,mpamaﬂartheUS" gt

N __Betterco-ordlmmdpoﬁcyon aII-IrcIand bamsm areas suchas mdusmal developmem;

i
®

S fornanonahstsu) bcan,mmﬂsxc part of thc pm dmd:nd' :

ST R4

i -. thepmmotzon of genumc sind full economic mtegrauon Wlthm the whole OfIIdEmd,

r 3

o agnaxlmre,hmm care, edumuonandcnergy‘ énd, pedraps mostrmmnﬂv

.. \dois

- ﬁmdsﬁ'omouts:de govermentsandbodlw suchas theUS andtheEmopean Umon":‘ 0

o :_;_imgcmnonofmmgenomemnonncam“tvas arwlltofthesm&fm awartoa £
£ ¥ ..-:j.;-pindxmvepwceeoonmy- : LR
s mgenr:mnonof the borderrcgmn,

o :?-f the&eemc up of pubhc resonrces pmvmusly a;pcndcd on mﬂnary use and the oommmneut |

ofpoﬁt;mlocnfhctsuchasmepolloe Bnusharmy, pnsonsand memteﬂlgenceservm('\rﬂj :

e

Wheceverpossimc, me'pme‘ﬁvldend'mnneedmbeuuhwdwdmmmemofprmapm’ :
“setogtabove: These include: the necessity for the benefits to be targeted'at the geographical aveas
~and social gronps of imost economic and social need; the requirement for genuine democratic.
“actonntability, par&apanmandoontrolbythos:mostaﬁfec&edmthcpabtandthcnwdtobuﬂda '

tmlymtegxatedlslandwmomy Abovcalllsmeneedforpantyofweemandequahty oftreatmcnt_ 2

R

,Sanéfn. : wmedthewmblzshmmtofmeEIJPmandRecmamanmdMamwnqumd._' :
‘.attb:ﬁicﬁ’ngs of recent studies on the efficiency of the funding. One assessment found. that the -

: mcrwyofmnygroupshadbwnfmsttamdbubumaucmcyandmepumdeofsome of the fanding -

' ."mea:amms.AconsxdcrablcamoumofavmlabIcﬁmdmghadgoncnottocmnm\mltyledprolecrs,
""'butmctmsulmnts.Womtofallgovmmentdepmnnemwerefomdmbes!owwmpondmthe 3
fmﬂm&&mianumm rmctccfa.gmnstthespmtofmeprogmmme e
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Pmce, Eeonomxc Development 14
and's New Ireland 134 Y 7

ik sznanan.s ﬁrmbeheftharthe econmc, polmml, soaal envirominental and culmra} aspects 4
of economic: dcvdopmmt in Ireland are inextricably linked and must be viewed as mutnzfly, - -

= -"1\-

2 =ranfmungﬁgenmnebeneﬁ1sforauﬂ1epe0plcofkdandarembemahscd.

g Smn Fé“m’!mlﬁmane ob]ecuve is to bni[d a néw, prosperous and dynannct.hx:ty—two countyiteland .
that kes usawayfrom pamuon, division, dcmmanon., discrimination, dlsadvanmge, economxc- "_ ,'
;faﬂmemdngusuce. These are the failed ways of the past. This new Ireland will be basedon'
susmmable socxal and economic development; genuine demoqacy participation and equahty'ai: aﬂ."?‘
lcvelsof‘fﬁccoonomyandsoqcty-m;:eforaﬂmtspcc&veofrehgmn,pohnwlopmlon, 2 A :
7 semaﬁtf,dimbihty,ageorethmcongm,lasungandmeanmgful pmce'mdmtyofpmpoéeand A
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