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; : Building the Economy - Building die ̂ Peace 

Smi ̂ views the promotion of economic aEd:so^ development in Ireland as a key and integral 
part of the peace process. It Is dear thai economic development tmdeijins the pemx process and 
cm felp tp consolidate agreement on political stmctnres in Ireland. By fathering development and 

6 deep"IDOted ^nomtc problems of these areas, the Dublin and London governments 
cznhelp in asignificantway to cement a just and lasting peace in Iidand. • '^> V".' 

overall objectives for economic policy in Ireland are: 

its citizens; 

* ,  : v  h u m a n  a n d .  m a t e r i a l ,  C o  f e e i r f u H e s t ;  a n d  : . ; =  

.*/ : •: ^create ̂ economic base which reflects the social and cultural values of all tlie Irish :: 
-  ^ JP^^Idand whi^ifri lf i ls  theirmaterialneeds and aspirations.  ->y' /  

^£355* visiori k of a society ^ grants economic, justice to all its people. 
EveiyOTe, irrespective of feeir background, should be able to gain meaningful, well-paid, ICES-

d^oymeutin jobs featprovide genuine security and fair conditions. Everyone should-have a 
feeanp^^^ to play in the economy, particularly at the locaL level. ..' ^ 

Tfi^^jectLves will only be achieved by eliminating unemployment and poverty, developino. 
m<>fthfimdastrfaI tese and generating higher leveisof income and wealth for the benefit d 

context, SinnFem attaches jparhcular rinporimice to fee gei^arion 
of sustmnaWe^growth: the need for mutnaUy reinforcing private and public sector activity in the 

^P^sion of education and training for all the workforce; fee need for extensive 
^participaricm and democracy; fee creation of genuine equality of opportunity for ah; and 

encompasses: 

fee- ttansfonnalion of fee war economy of fee north into a productive and developed peace­
time economy; 

fee elimination cf the economic distortions created by partition; 

the social and economic harmomsation of regions and social groups in Ireland; and 



The Economic Problem 

tfaeMsi, economy, pracuIaHy in the aether Six Comfit the 

a i i S u " ? *  * " " • "  " *  2 5  ° " " i ' , " 1 "  « "  
„ , ... ' •1JKO ®e Six Counties thefigures masks over 40,000 people employed o:t mate 
wotk schemes. ACIOKS the isiand over350,000people are unemployed. ' '. 

whoh^0^ *£hcOTCtaU ieveI of ^employment high in the-Six.Counties, bat the number 

cent-in hnJZn ^ T""1 ̂  aCC°CntS f0r 50 & *** ** Employed (45 per 
..-six counties) while almost one in five have been out of wort for more than five 

• ~:y. -e: fe|gapioyinent among Catholic men is around two and a half times higher than amm^ 
j^j-. h*. Si, c., Ttott, „ ̂  !»Z 

Lnf̂ r̂ T118 haem0rrfW8C °ftbe ******* ias  ̂endemic, with an average of 
ammttf 7.0CO people emigmtmg each year from the Six Counties over the past two decade^ A^ain. 
,ae border eotmrics the loss of population, especially those of working age, has been even 

26 c°taies official figures show that during the 1580s over 250 CXX> people 3£2?? » "» — ™ » »«—y *» SSS 
r°ral Ireland each year daring fee 1990s. • 

I.J. 'l^f,!;ld<jcnce °f P°velty ™ Counties and the border areas is severe. In 1995 one 
tad of all households had weekly incomes below £125 with 19 per cent of all weekly incomes 
roimng from soctai security. The proportion of people living below the 'poverty line' is higher 
than in Britain, as is the degree of income inequality between the most highly paid and the lowest 
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JiiS8S relying;on ^p^lnte Th^m^Zl payments *% a f^er 

ss jfe *»! Activity is iow (around 80 Jc^T^^T.^c"a*n,raW * 
tatftxinerin worf<i terms) and indcsay is heavilvd™. T ® Himi;1 " *<*& * poor 

^^^^^mvestoentcaas by inL^T ^ ^ of puiK^ ̂ y ..::vX- .4 

~V—°-i-: 1- #' vi , is Ksuishted  ̂̂  
BritishgovernmentaltheS^Cr* h f nmnlag\TheFrance;between 

- !icre\2aae currently stands ar around£4 billion, an fi ni JS™ised m ^'^na and otjtcr 

protx,r,io,1 ot" *c ̂ bve"^^y Stoe ^ GDPin *e 

31̂  ̂** iugc — «* year on the RUC, r£ 
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Budgetary cuts 
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^a^^^^aonniHstraii^ part fbrmnlated by & 
t^I^:^ tfae:Nort^ L-elaS^ ̂  ̂rVt!,a I3%'^1* ̂ &*#7 
dL-yroprxtioagn. 10 bt:^t,ra[y. ̂  ̂^^Britain. ^ last November, as 

mtHIg ^dering the need to invest resource in 4e Shc-Onum, ' 

^bv ^ rDimnIaSEd for 159^1959 bv SS£ 
dda^,SIlati0n WitilOUl change What is 

immediate redistribution of spending awav from servion» th° h ' 

«,ussi^ 
pfJ&^Bntisb war 

Uiiamorelk}] : :-:vr-"::'ffl-ttft.;;-v.-yr >.' 
annocmced a 

^atoecCNlO 

•y" • .:.. 

note New Labour's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown h 
tensive Spending Review (CSR> whiV4, ias 

^ twTXo ( • ^ be will 'take nothing for 
S R mUSt ̂  fflto ^ discrinunatory and inequitable 
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For example the CSRmust analyse the spending allocations across the 26 Distnct Councils to 
asceijam whether, there is equality of funding: This CSR should also investigate the dispmties 
clearly visible to nahoualists in infrastructure! development programmes such as housing and road 
construction; . i -

Anotfi^ issue thai must be included in the CSR is the total military spending by the British 
V<*''!^Cnt '*! Counties. The published Exchequer figures for die Six Comuies show oui v 

a proportion of total military spending by the British Government in the Six Counties. 

^ ̂  » investigate torn! military spending including not only the RUC 
. Jl, "f ° 5? Almy a""!d ML5- SPendin2 Proposals from MI5 publishi in 1995 

V Of tfieu-£150 milion expenditure was taken-up with countering IRA threats. - ' 

U the Briash Government are ready committed to budding a hating peace they tave a role to piay 
m immfo, ming the structure of the war economy in Ireland and that includes scaling down their 
m itarv spending and diverting funds to projects and programmes which will aid those 

poor economic performance over a sustained period of time are, of cdmse 
' Rin'S *** 0f ^ necessary to look at the political and economic 

fnsfcry of Ireland and, m particular, the colonial and oppressive nature of British rule, to explain 
sudt;deep economic underdevelopment While it was in the interests of Britain to develop the 

bascn. the north of Ireland (centred in the main quite narrowly around Belfast) in the 
nineteenth centnxy with, shipbuilding, textiles and heavy engineering, 
of Ireland, tins did not continue after partition in 1921. The econ< 
has never been anything bur one of failure and underdevelopment 

was-an important debilitating factor in the way it aitificiallv divided the Irish 
economy, compounding a state of underdevelopment m what was already an economy lacking 
coherence and integration. This effect was felt particularly badly in the bolder counties - asitumjon 
to.tontmues to this day. On top of flus was added the openly sectarian nature of the SixXtonutv 

_ _ : m the last twenty-five years, political and military resistance to British rule and 
Oppression has debilitated the economy to a significant effect In this historical context, it is 
difficult to imagine an economic situation less conducive to economic and social development The 

:  . . . . .  x  *  "••••• """MUUU ctuu puiiucoLaiKl 
mflitary- conflicrhassffl! to be overcome. Yet, if economicand social development is to occur then 

'is tackled..-
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: The failures of Targeting Social Need 1 

The British. Government paper on Economic and Social Development stresses tie role of their 
targeting social need initiative. TSN is according to the NIO "an important feature of the 

 ̂ and equity of treatment". 

However m July 1996 when the NIO was questioned by An Phoblacht as to how were TSN 
Social Need policies were implemented they were told this was "harder to measure". There were 
^^_5^c^c.%'nres" even though it was one of the British Government's ""spending priorities*.. In 
facrmwas difficult to find out which NIO department was resonable for implementing TSN 

--- ^3° )̂̂ acr was to  ̂tiie department of Economi c Development were "not the 
guap&is. of TSN®. It was not within their policy remit 

'̂ Le central press office told them that it was not in their policy area Their concerns y 
security". Instead they were sent to the Department of Health and Social 

were 

Semcea-

"... -vr " W ;:. i-.v:: 

An.Phoblacht that Targeting Social Need "might be" their area, they werent sure. It 
coni^be they were told that they shared the responsibility for implementing TSN with the 

it of Environment. ;•! f.t:--" 

ler cails it was found that TSN was actually fundedithrough the Departmoitof 
Finmicp and Personnel and that it was the Central Community Relations Unit (CCRU) who 
implemented^TSN. v . - - /  .  

It was^e CCRU who published m 1996 a controversial study on unemployment ratios in the Six 
Counties. The 'study by Graham Gudgiii and Richard Breen concluded that religion was "not a 
valid measure" for distinguishing between unemployment ratios in the Six Counties even though 

,-ChtholRs are two and half times, more likely to be unemployed than Protestants. 

• the truth is that the CCRU only lays down the policy guidelines, no one is really 
respobsftjle for implementation and monitoring. One NIO briefing note puts it it all in perspective. 
If came with a warning stating "Avoid putting a monetary value on TSN policy" because "it is 
difficult to identify all the TSN relevant expenditure in the DHSS". 

TSN is in factisimply renaming existing DHSS funding and then including part of the Defers £240 
millicn EU peace and reconciliation programme, the money for which comes from the EU not from 
the British Government This is just one aspect of the failures of British Government's economic 
and social policies in the Six Counties and how important it is to have a complete re-evaluation of 
-theNIO's policy implementation programme in die Six Counties. 



Area Profiles 

la order to get a full understanding of the depth of the economic and social problems in the Six 
Counties and the border region, it is necessary to focus in on specific nationalist areas. This is 
because the nature of the problems facing these areas differ significantly andtherefore require quite 
<finereht:soiutiqns and. approaches. The specific problems of nationalist areas can be usefully 
grpupesltogether into the inner city areas-of Belfast and Deny; rural areas, particularly thosp west 
of "the fiver Barm; and the border region stretching from Derry and Donegal to Newiy and 
D n n d a f f r  .  : r ; .  .  .  '  

It is Sinn FSnrs view that it is conunnnity groups and activists working on the ground in these 
areas that best know the problems and our Ideas for regeneration draw on some of their proposals. 
In this respect Sinn Fein believes in a bottom-up approach to economic and social development., 
rather-than the undemocratic top-do wn approaches pursued by the British and - Dublin 

•• -•• • • • 
IimeriCity Areas 

Inner city areas in the Six Comities share similar problems in terms of economic and social 
underdevelopment and disadvantage. In west Belfast, for example, an area comprising around 
100^000-people, there is an unemployment rate of 30 percent with less than 40 per cent of the 
pqpnhMonaged 16 and over actually in employment (in some electoral wards the proportion with 

. as 25per cent): • • " 

Theerea needs almost4,000jobs just to bring its jobless rare down to the city average which, itserf 
is higkby. any standards..In some electoral wards over a third of the households have an annual 
"lcom^ tess than £4,000 ($6,400), while only one in twenty households have an income cf 
£15,000 ($24,000) or more. ' . 

In terms of social and other indicators, west Belfast has the highest infant mortality rate in -fie six 
counties (11.9 per thousand), one in seven of the population suffer from long-term illness, almost 
60-per cent live indented housing (mainly publicly owned) and two-thirds" of households.do not 
bsyh a car. 

The extent of economic underdevelopment and. deprivation in the area is to a large extent the 
consequence of government policy that has systematically discriminated against nationalist 
communities. This can be seen from the relative absence of new investment from outside and 
abroad; political vetting by government to prevent job creation projects, such as in the Conway MCI 



edtrag^and industrial complex; and the occupation by the British army of the 13 acre 
eStale"1016 BriliSJl S°vermnen£ ̂  unta recently continually refused to deai 

ctoec^ yvilii elected Sinn Fein representatives on these matters. " 

A 1995 report by researchers at Manchester University provides a deprivation index for the Six 
Connttfs. It is based on the wards and district council boundaries of the North's 26'local 
authorities-. Belfastand Deny have between them 17 of the 20 most deprived wards 

c^y v,iiy suireis tiom similar economic and social problems both in terms of level and intensitv 
^tit unemployment rates of over 40 per centra the nationalist areas of Brandvwell, Creaaan. St 
Petef^Shantallow. Other indicators of material deprivation are also experienced in these local 
areas m Deny seen in overcrowded housing, lack of access to cam and low levels of owner-
occupanqn. These factors are mutually reinforcing leading tolow IeveBof incomes, little access So 

P°°r quality housing and a high incidence of illness, : - . ; • 

. f , T.-. • . - inner city areas, Sinn Fein has put togetherarzwc 
of proposals that would start to regenerate the Iccaleconomies and provide mnch needed jobs In 
fe penod since the decfaralion of the IRA ceasefire, there has been a huge upsurge in creativity 
nnagmahon and energy m nationalist communities showing that they are equal to the mammoth 

In ^Test Belfast, covering areas such as Divis, the Palls, Twinbrook, Ballymurpfcv 
Antteramstown and Polegiass, North Belfast, including Arfoyne and New Lodge, and in Dei^ 
etw. to-particular Shrmtallow, BrandyweU and Creggan, a host of proposals have been putfcrwaid 

basis of effectivelocal economic strategies. 

' ^ , ^ ajobs task to devise and implement local economic strategies and 
• l^^?^respOT^Iefor^^sbui^ment erf 'peace dividend* funds; 

*  . L ° C a I  l ! , l x m i  d a " s e s  s h o u l d  * *  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  a l l  m a j o r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  
:I^J^^^enstn^tbaf.resid^tsintiiearea,beEefit; - -> 

> v-|the-proposed university campus in Springvale should be viewed as a project of great 
pattmmif meaningful partnerships and benefits can be forged with, and for local communities; 

jEnsh language economic development offers great potential and must be adequately 

• . ^Iiaimng for real jobs, rather than the cheap and low paid labour schemes that currently 
operate^inusE be an integral part of a development strategy; - • • 



• ;'C3ere should be a new emphasis on creating jobs in the social economy such as education 

'• Community-led economic development and enterprise needs to be promoted in such sectors 
as cultural tourism;- : . . '!; = •• • • fvty;.. 

•; jThe British government's offensive against the area's major employers such as Belfast Crtv 
Hospital needs to be stopped. --i : V- V 

* ; Mdmational recognition of North Belfast as a deprived area so that it can be allowed" to 

* creation of a North Belfast development agency to work in conjunction with potential 
nryestom;- . - '/ •• J • 

• : v idea of getting potential investors to commit resources into the area for training and 
gnor tp the actual investments so that the ground for effective development is firmly 

IJnionfefc Tnner City An-as ;•*, Y:Y\V'--: 

Sum-Fdn recognises thar while die overall mddence of deprivation is greatest in nationalist areas, 
a.nihixber of uiriomst inner dty areas in the Six Counties that suffer many of the same 

ecbhcHrircarid social problems as nationalist communities. Unionist working class communities 
a severe lack of employment opportunities arid deep 

levdsrfdepnvation rad poverty. Urgent aitenticm. and substantial resources need to be directed 
towanfehese areas and communities if their problems are to be alleviated. The promotion and 
'develoj^ait of orissKtommunity projects would be particularly benefidaL in this respect where 

:RncKAjreas -f '• - ' 

Rural areas throughout Ireland lave a long history of political and economic margraalisaiion with 
rural nationalist communities in the Six Counties disenfranchised from the state. In contrast to 
inner city economies, rural areas have suffered quite different, though just as debilitating, types of 
problems. While unemployment is rife, there is also substantial underemployment, low iticomes, 
high emigration (both, to urban areas within Ireland and places outside), seasonal work and poor 
access-to health and sodal services. 



In nationalise rural areas, such as Counties Tyrone, Fermanagh and Deny, there has been a high 
dependence on small scale agriculture on poor land. This has been a direct consequence of unionist 
domination and has led to rural underdevelopment, especially in the area west of the river Bairn. 
Max^' a^cultaial 'policy administered by the European Union has l^en to the benefit of large 
umqnist farmers on good land who can exploit economies of scale arid earn high incomes- This has 
been atthe expense of small agricultural holdings that tend to predominate in nationalist rural areas, 

^ result being low faun incomes and a mass exodus from the land and from die area-feough 
emigration- Much of the decline and economic marginal fsatfon of rural areas in the Six Counties 
has teen mirrored in the southern and western border counties- . " 

Unemployment and TJhderdevelopineiit in the Bonier region: 
- -p. ; 1 • •' 
Inequalities in unemployment trends for Catholics and Protestants have been wed documented 
However the parallel problem of regional disparities is something which must also be tacHed. For 
example rmemployment: rates of Catholics (excluding urban areas of Belfast and the Newry and 
Moutne Council area) are signirlcandy higher West of the Bann than they are in the Eastern council 
axeastofftheSix Counties. Data extracted from the 1991 census by Lram CDowd shows 
unemploymcait rates of 20% and over in the Cookstown, Derry, Dtmgarmon, Limavadv, Movie 
andStEabane dstrict council areas. Armagh, Ballymonev, Coleraine, Fermanagh, MagherafelT, and 
Oma^i district council areas unemployment rates of 15 to 18%. In the eastern councils only 
Belfast; Craigavon and Newry and Mourne have unemployment rales of 15% and over. ' "• 

Stnmjjm believes thai the IDB's failure to provide an equitable distribution of it's investment 
projects and a parallel imbalance in NIO spending on the economic infrastructure of the'-western 
SIx-Gounty council areas axe contributory factors to this marked regional underdevelopment. It 
makesmore pressing the need for a compete reassessment of the IDB's activities and a programme 
of^"cqtralityproofing* for all future economic and industrial development projects. 

As-in.thq inner city areas, Sinn Fein has consulted with nationalist rural communities andjhas 
teteghtforward a number of policy ideas as to how these issues can start to be resolved 
In general, the objective for rural areas should be a healthy and diverse economic and social 
environmentwhere quality of life is enhanced.by quality of opportunity i!: : ' -

* 5 Sp- integrated strategy for rural "development is required in terms of partnerships" between 
government, development agencies, private business and, in particular, local communities so that 

* \ Agricultural diversification into small industry and processing of value-added quality foods 
targefedat niche markets needs to take place - this will help to ensure that farming continues to play 
animportanCpartiiLthe rural economies; • • 
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transport infrastractiiretoincreaseaceess to rural areas; -AKv-i-. 

: . Sustainable and envhxmmentally friendly tourism should be-developed that meets the needs 
and wishes of IocM communities. •' 

• ' The development of a rural investment bank: offering low-interest loans and technical advice 
to smafljalmcta dnd local areas starting community enterprises . . 

. ... ^ Fein wants to see and end to the penalisation of cross border workers who are-being 
y taxed. ' -Os.- ':--

The all-Ireland nature of die agriculture sector must be recognised with steps takerirtow to 

The Border Region 

7^;b®er region in Ireland experiences many of the same problems', as rural areas, bur has the 
adde^(isad\nntage of being between two jurisdictions and all the economic, political and social 
distortions that this creates. The border region is of course a direct:result of partition and-has 
therefore.long suffered deep economic and social problems. It lacks good access to markets and 
large centres of population; it has few large towns that could act as k focus for development; it 

-from. low income levels; high emigration is rife; and it has popr land and infrastructure. 
Importantly, comnmnities along the border have to live with the crippling impact of militarisation 
on economic life - the high incidence of British army military fortifications and numerous'berder 

•sto^osujeefc." s;-' • r£*V/-v" • 

Thebdrder region is a diverse area encompassing relatively populated towns such as Deny, Mewrv 
and Dundalk together with lowly populated areas such as Donegal, Leitrim, Fermanagh and 
/C^^^pweyer, a number of characteristics have been identified for the region. These include a 
combination of population increase and employment decrease; a relatively high proportion of 
depOTdmrfe (those aged under 15 and over 64); relatively high. levels' of overall and long-tenn 
urainplo^eat; and comparatively high numbers of people employed in agriculture and low 

... _. 

A specific problem associated with developing effective strategies for the border region is that 
whOe Smn FSin wholly supports moves for increased economic integration in Ireland, there is the 
problem that the border region could be bypassed and therefore not benefit from all-Ireland 
ecohonncactivity. - • ;.-y£ • 



This problem is compounded by the highly centralised nature of the state in the Six and 26. counties 
and the concomitant weakness of local government In this context, it makes it very difficult-for-. 

" local communities to propose and implement effective programmes of a cross-border nature. This 
is seen, in particular, by the operation of lie European Union's INTERREG initiative to promote 
cross-boider economic initiatives and combat the negative consequences of borders. Tins initiative 
has been implemented "almost wholly through a top-down approach by the British and Dublin 
governments, rather than through the wide range of groups working on the ground. 

• Snm Fem, together with voluntary and community organisations, has put forward a number of 
proposals to regenerate the border area. In the Monaghan, Tyrone and Armagh area, for example, a 
number of initiatives have got off the ground looking at the real potential thar exists for industrial 
development, in- particular food processing, tourism and tourism' related activity and the 

One important proposal that has been put forward to attempt to get over some of these problems in 
the- boider region is the creation of a Border Development Commission. This would "help to 
emphasise the distinctive characteristics of the region; reverse its peripheraiisation; create 
democratic participation in the development of the region; and build on and give strategic direction 
to the range of cross-border economic and social initiatives thai are already taking place. "WMIe 
Sinn Kin's objective remains, cf course, the .elimination of the border and the creation of a thirty-
two.county Ireland, it is dear that in the transitional period, and even for some time after, that such 
abi^cbidplaya agnificantrole in developing the economy.of the region. • 

The Need for Institutional Reform ; 7: 

A major component of Sinn Fein's approach to economic regeneration is the need for fundamental 
and sweeping institutional change to the'way in which economic policy is implemented in the six 
counties, and. across the island. If this does not occur then the kind of economic and social 
development that we aspire to will simply not take place. A number of important issues can be 

•. There is a need for full democratisation and opening up to genuine accountability of the 
development agencies such as the Industrial Development Board that develops larger industry, 
especially inward investment; the Local Enterprise Development Unit that assists small business; 
the Industrial Research and Technology Unit that promotes R&D and technological development 
within .industry; the Training and Employment Agency.that promotes training and skill 
development among the workforce; the Northern Ireland Tourist Board; and the International Fund 
for Ireland that disburses aid from overseas, in particular "the US, to areas of economic and social 
deprivation. The Department of Economic Development that oversees economic policy and the 
development agencies in the six counties also needs to made truly accountable. . ' 



The need for democratisation also applies to development agencies in the 26 Counties such 
as fee IDA, Forbairt and Farias which presently operate without any democratic input id-the 

" . • - A more co-ordinated and integrated approach to the development of indigenous industry 
and the attiactiOT of foreign investment on all-Ireland basis is required to avoid the wasteful 
dhpltcahmr, competition and bidding up of incentives fear currently operate. "" 

r-V - fee "institutional nature of these British government bodies means unprecedented 
chimge^D the way in which economic policy is formulated and carried out in the six counties. 
Onnmtmities need to feel that they have a say in the formulation of policy, know what policy is 
tty^g^ achieve and have an understanding of how effective policy actually is. In other words, 
feerenesdsto be foil and accountable control of British government bodies if the legacy of mistrust 
andnegkgence by and of the nationalist community is to be overcome. Past experience proves thai 

its development agencies have shown no commitment to tackling 
economicdnd soda! problems In nationalist areas in a coherent and effective manner. One way of 

wol2ld ** to d«ag°ate nationalist districts as areas of highest priority forhiward 
inve^&Eient as long as die local communities had significant control over strategies being followed 
-bcith^.gqvKnmentaiidindustry. 

"fee argumentsabove, local commumties and'the voluntary sector need to be 
^en gomme mclusion at. every level in the decision making process that takes place around 

. econonqri^ include effective involvement of commumties and nationalists; in 
p^tccidar in the formulation of policy and the allocation of public funds to meet specifted and 
agi^j^nomrc and social needs. To enable this, new institutional arrangements will need to be 
d^velqi^d that allow true participation by nationalists. If those communities most affected by the 
sitaaririaiin die six counties and the border region are not part of economic policy making in fee 
futm^feen fee real economic and sodal problems-are unlikely to be tackled and rolutions foornL 

A key aspect of the way in which economic and social policy has been implemented in the 
past by fee-"Brittsh government and its various development agencies is the systematic nature of 
economic discrimination that has taken place against the nationalist community. This has been seen 
in terms; of discrimination against Catholics and nationalists in employment and also in fee 
allocation of public funding and investment projects away from nationalist areas. Fundamental and 
extenswerefbnn ^ there^orc required to fair employment legislation if discrimination against and 
disadvantage among Catholics and nationalists are to be stopped. Genuine affirmative action, 
including arstop to fee.political vetting by the British government of community and voluntary 
groups, must be seen as an integral part of overall economic and industrial development strategy, 
rather Than an aspect of policy thai can operate in some formof legislative vacuum. 



An end to Discrimination 

from its inception the unionist Six-Comity state implemented a system, of economic apartheid of 
which working class nationalists were die principal victims. Apart from the denial of basic civil 
rights nationalists were for over 50 years systematically excluded by the unionist administration in 

In 1969 the then British Prime Minister Harold Wilson promised that "Every citizen of Northern 
Mandis entitled ti> the same equality of treatment and freedom from discrimination." However the 
23 yeara since the imposition of direct rule by the British Government has seen a series"of* ill 
planned-and inadequate attempts to implement legislation armed at redressing employment 

.dî xiinmaliom All these attempts have ended in failure and Catholics in the Six Counties are still 
2  ̂trm .̂ mam likely to be unemployed that Protestants after 20 yearn of so-called l>fair 

Today&m the 1990s the level of economic discrimination remains at nnacceptably highlevels. In 
September 1992, a leaked document from, the British Department of Economic Development stated 

major soaai and economic indicators Catholics are worse off than Protestants." 

A1994 Fkmriy Expenditure Survey showed that average gross weekly income forPictesteats was 
17%hig&er than the averse income for Catholic households. 29% of Catholic households derived 
their total income, from social welfare payments compared with 17% of Protestant households. 
Tliropghoaniie 1990s fair employment cases by Carhorics were vindicated against state h^Xth 

Glearand comprehCTirive legal powers to eradicate discrimination and to ensure that equality is 
feaEseivi;; 1 •• 

Sî CHt̂ |cirtheMcBride principles. .-'-oJ; 

Affirmative actton as the key to redressing the imbalance in the workforce with a timetable for 
-2.- " 

• . . . .  . . . .  • .  . .  .  .  .  - ;VvC. r ;  ,  
Sinn- Fein does not believe that the complete eradication of discrimination can be achieved within 
the exuifines of the Six-County state or under the auspices of the British Government. 
Nevertheless, die responsibility to tackle this historic and structural problem lies with die British 

state. ,! 
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