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e This is to propose that the Secretary of'State ould write -

to the leaders of the parties in the talks, setting ou
t that he has £~'3

ordered the disconnection of all sound 'feeds’ leading ou
tside the 25

main Conference room.

25 In response to a question Dr pPaisley had raised in the

pre—plenary session, the Secretary of State wrote to him
 (with a

gation leaders) on Monday about sound feeds fr
om

copy to other dele

it has become clear
the talks, in the terms attached. Unfortunately,

since the earlier advice was provided that a further connec
tion had

been put in place, to the Stormont Castle press offi
ce.

37 With the Prime Ministers’ visit over and the Independent

Chairmen in the chamber, there would be less inconvenience 
now in

the feeds; and doing so might help allay suspicions

and permit us more readily to assert that the

It was in fact arranged for them

discontinuing

among delegations,

talks are meant to be confidential.

use last night (before the independent Chairman

Secretary of State agrees they should remain

o Dr Paisley and other

to be taken out of

took over). If the

disconnected, he may wish to write t

delegation heads.
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(3 i; e ti ::ZaCh a draft. It refers to the link to the Castle: if
rge later that that had been in place, as is not

lmPOSSlble, there would be clear scope for embarrassment. We shall

Provide a copy to Senator Mitchell’s staff as a courtesy.
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I wrote to you on Tuesday, following your comments in the meeting

earlier that day, about audio feeds from the Conference Room. I told

you that there were two such feeds, to my office and that of Senator

Mitchell (and I have since learned that wiring had been provided for

a third, in Stormont Castle). As I explained, they were provided as

a courtesy to Senator Mitchell, and to facilitate arrangements for

the two Prime Ministers.

Now that matters have moved on, I have reviewed the justification

for the feeds. I have concluded that they are not justified, and all

have been disconnected.
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