MMS-CARTNET OFFICE.

T 69 IEC 93 2308 oo £ SR

SECRET AND PERSONAL

JD15B — 9 DECEMBER

(JD 15 with British proposed
line and Irish propos

1. "The Taoiseach and the PT

urgent and important issue facl

and the British and Iris
ro overcom

south,
the causes of confl
neal the divisions which have result
of a lasting and gatisfactory gettleme
n islands hae contrib

ey

the peoples of bot
and suffering.
framewark for peace,
early last year, and wh
articulated by the two

with the adaptation of

the starting point of a

political gettlement.

e Prinme Minister

stimapble value TO both thelr peoples;
of healing divislons in
manifestly te

2 eaerhe Taoiseach and th
ine
next generation,

conflict which has been sC

recognise that the ending

the agreement and co—operat

representing poch traditions in ireland.

solemn commitment to promot
of the fundamental principl
international agreements,

tnemselves, and the guarantee

amendments unde
ed amendments underline

ime Minister ackno
ng the people of
n Governments togeth
e the legacy of h
ed, recognising th
nt of relationship
uted to continulng

They believe that the development of an agr

which has been discuss
ich is based on a nu
Governments over the
other widely accepted

peace process desig

of divisions C&I come abo

ijon of the people,

e co-operation at all
es, undertakings,
to which they have jointly <o
g which each Governme

JD15B

rlined with unbroken

d with Qrgkgn_l;ng.)

wledge that the mosSt

1reland, North and
remove

er, is to

ijstory and to

at the absence
g between
tragedy
eed

ed betweel them s81nce

mber of key principies
past 20 years, together
prlnCLples, provides

ned to culminate 10 a

are convinced of
and particulafly
Ireland and of ending
the detriment of all. Both
ut only through
North and South,

They therefore make &
levels on the basis
obligations under
mmitted

nt has given and



?:3 CON1S-CABINET OFFICE.

THU @9 DEC 93 23:18 PG. 16

SECRET AND PERSONAL

LOW reaffirms, including Northern Ireland’s statutory constitutional
Juarantee, [

delete: which the British Government hereby reaffirmj.
It is their aim to foster agreement and reconciliation, leading to a
new political framework founded on consent and encompassing

arrangements within Northern Ireland, for the whole island, and
between these isglands,

3. They also consider that the development of Europe will, of
itself, require new approaches to serve interests common to both
parts of the island of Ireland and to Ireland and the United Kingdom
as partners in the European Union.

4. ([delete: The Prime Minister reiterates on behalf of the British
Govermment that they have no selfish strategic or economic interest
in Northern Iréland. Their concern is to upheld the democratic
wishes of its people.] The Prime Minister reaffirms, on benhalf o
the British Government, that they will uphold the democratic wish
of the greater number of the people of Northern Ireland, whether
they prefer to uphold the Unjon or to support a sovereign united
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Ireland. On this basis he rejterates that the British Government

have no selfish strategic or ecomomic interest in Northern Ireland.

Consistent with this, their primary interest is to see peace,
stability and reconciliation established by agreement among all the
people who inhabit the island, and they will work together with the
Irish Government to achieve such an agreement, which will embrace
the totality of relationshipe. The role of the British Government
will be to encourage[delete: , assist] and enable the achievemerit of
such agreement over a period through a process of dialogue and
co—operation based on full respect for the rights and identities of
both traditions in Ireland. They accept that such agreement may, as
of right, take the form of agreed structures for the island
whole, [delete: including a sovereign united Ireland]. The
Government agree that it is for the people of the island of

as a
British

Ireland
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6. The Taoiseach however recognises the genuine diEfICuliEss o d
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Northern Ireland, from which both traditions guffer. He wx;% workK
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coneiders that the future of the jgland depends on Ehesnattis G Lhé
relaticnship between the two main traditions that jnhabit it. Every
effort must be made to build a new sense of trust between those .
communities. In recognition of the fears of the Unionist community
and as a token of his willingness to make & personal contribution &9
the building up of that necessary trust, the Taoiseach s
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B. The Taoiseach recognises the need to engage in dialogue which
would address with honesty and integrity the fears of all
traditions. But that dialogue, both within the North and between
the people and their representatives of both parts of Ireland, must
be entered into with an acknowledgement that the future security and
welfare of the people of the island will depend on an open, frank
and balanced approach to all the problems which for too long have

caused division.

9, The British and Irish Governments will seek, along with the

Northern Ireland constitutional parties through & process of

political dialogue, toO create institutions and structures which,

while respecting the diversity of the people of Ireland, would

|

‘ enable them to work together in all areas of common interest. This
;l will help over a period to puild the trust necessary to end past

‘ divisions, leading to an agreed and peaceful future. such

/ structures would, of course, include institutional recognition of

links that exist between the peoples of Britain and
while taking

the special
Ireland as part of the totality of relationships,

account of newly forged links with the rest of Europe.
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10."*The British and irish Governments reliterate that [delete:

al
those claiming a commitment to the cause of peace have an absolute

respongibility to renounce permanently the use of, and support for,

] ; paramilitary violence. ] true_commigrment to_the cauge_ of peace will

1] gides by_a_completg and permanent cessation
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sufficiently demonstrated, new doors would open and both Governments

would respond imaginatively to the new s
The Prime Minister and the Taoiseach confirm

ituation which would arise.
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if the IRA were to end violence for good] Sinn Fein
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Politics and in due course join in dialogue between the Governments
and the other political parties on the way ahead. The British
Government confirm that they would be prepared to enter preliminary
exploratory dialogue with Sinn Fein [delete: within] three months
after a permanent cessation of [delete: IRA) violence had been
announced and established. The Irish Government would also make
their own arrangements which would permit sinn Fein to enter into
political dialogue.
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prospects_for_early negotldi
shape new arcangements_for_the future.
NOTE: paragraphs about the Irish Convention have been removed.

« ' previously paragraph 12



