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5 AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION ™ RE].ATION TO THE
- DECOMMISSIONING OF FIREARMS, AMMUNTI‘ION
AND EXPLOSIVES AND FOR THAT PURPOSE TO .
MAKE PROVISION IN RELATION TO A .
;. "ESTABLISHED BY ~AGREEMENT .
0 GOVERNMENTAND’I'HEGOVERNMENTOFT}E
RS _UNITE.DKINGDOMANDTOPROVIDEFORRELATED
MATTERS.

BE IT ENACI’ED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS
1.—(1) In dus Act save wherc the context othennse rcqtmm— mmm

19y

. 15 “zct’ includes omission and a rcfmce to the do:ng of an m '}f-_:i

mdndes a rderenee to the makmg of a omnmon,

’J-.

“the agreement™ means tbe agmcmcnt between the Govemmcnt and 3
 the Govemment oE thc Umtcdr Kingdom . establishing the ’;

s A

25 xrrangemcxm" mcans arran
" smnttorcgu]anons,

! “the  Commiss sion” - me:
“.agreement;” - T

*the mapondmglaw”mmthclaw othc Umtcd ngdorn cor~ ;;. -
30 rupondmgto!hsta

“deoommmonmg mr:lanontoarms,means-— 4 ‘
-‘ (a) dmoymgthcams or )_f_‘ ‘ o

. et ,l-" 5 it ',. g A .

(b) transfcmngto ordomg an act leadmgmthccollecnonand

desducuonofthcmbyotMBGhdfOLtthom
pocg . T mxmonorapcmondc&gnamdbythe Minister oc, xf,”
I appmpmtc,ttheactaryofState in_or outside the -
Staxe aadoognatcwotdsshallbcmnstmedamdmg!y-‘

R




“destruction” includes making g@@@ﬂy'mmble or unusable
and cognate words shall be construed accordingly; oL T

e ) 3 -,v.*“"
“enactment” mcludes an instrument made under a power conferred K
by statute; AN O r o

“functions” mchldespowcrs and duties; - * .- _
“the Minister” means the Minister for Justice; * '
“regulations” means i.;egulations made b).' the Minister under this

-

“Secretary of State™
of the United Kingd

(2) In this Act—

(@) a referencs to a section is a reference to a section of this
Act, unless it s indicated that reference to some other
provision is imtended, and .- e

{b) a referenca to a paragraph or subparagraph is a raference ,
: to a paragraph or su aph of the provision in which “.-."
the reference occurs, unless it is indicated that reference

to some other provision is intended, and . - .. -

(¢) a reference to any enactment shall e construed as a refer-
énce to that enactmeant as amended, adapted or extended

by or under any subsequent enactment.

" 2—(1) Regulations may provide for the decommissicning of arms,

- (2) Without prejudice to the généraﬁliry of subsection ‘(1 ),'regﬁ-'

I.ationsmnymakeprovi_x_ioginrc}.agigu eI PR A s
- -(a) the loahcmatwh:ca,theproccdurcs by whn:h and the
- © times at or during which the decommissioning of arms or
any particular method or manger of such decom-

missioningmaytakcplace,"»_ R N O

. {b) the methods and manners by and in which the decom. -

: ‘missioning of arms may take Place including dhey oS

(i) the transfer of arms'to the Commission OF 0 a person
designated by the Minister of (if the transfer is to
a'person outside the State in accordance with the
corresponding law) the Secretary -of State for
destruction, v T S i B

(ii) the proﬁsion of infomiation to the Commision or to
2 person in the State designated by the Minister or
(if the information i i

a person designa te leading

@ the collection and destruction of arms by the
Commission or a person designated by the Minister

or (in the case of arms outside the State) the Sec-
retary of State, it .cRes el ,

(i) the depositing of arms for collection and destruction

N by the Commission Or 2 person designated by the

”
Sy SO
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'+ Minister 6f (in the case 6T arms dépositad outside

the State in accordance with the correspdnding law)
- the Secretary of State, .. - T v UL

et

1 FRR A R

(iv) the destruction of amuby those im possession of

v :
0 ) s el

. them, -

“and
(<) the destruction of arms decommissiotied in accordance with
subparagraph (1), (ii) or (i) ofpam:rlrph (®). et

ucnt provisions of this section shall come into

ay as the Minister, after consultation with the
Secretary of State, may, for the purpose of enabling the agreement
to have full effect, by order appoint. o ¢ - - Bl

(2) The Commission shall be mc’jegéxidc_x.:t in the pcx'fbrmance of
its fanctions. v RARTAE U S :

~(3) The Commission shall have the "_ie capac:ty of a body

corporate.

4 (a) The Minister may by -c)rdcr" nake pfovisioﬁ for the pur-
poses of paragraph (b) as respects inviolability, exemp-

tions, facilities and immumities, privileges gnd rights in

relation to the Commission. ” .

e

(6) The Comxmss' ion; 'i.rs.propcrty‘ and
. person performing functions assigned to him or her by,

. the Commission, an agent of the Commission ot 2 meny. S
0 forms part of his or her - -

ber of the person’s family w )
‘hoasehold) shail have and enjoy - inviolability, exemp-

tions, facilities and immunities, privileges and rights in - .

- such manner, to such extant and subject to such limi-

 tations (inchuding the waiver therécf) as may be provided -, -
for In each case n the order Rnder paragraph (a). =7 "

IS Vo o

o (¢) An order made under this section may make dxffcrempro- =
. Yision for different cases or classes of case. =17 .

AT 17, Oy Vi o Haw
T ¢h

() The Minister may byhofderamend orrevokean orda' lmder :
this section (other than subsecrion (1)). e e

S - (6) The Commission shall stand s ofved Tpon such day as the &

Minister may, after consultation with the Secretary of State, by arder -

appaint, and the Minister may inctude in the order such transitional ‘

com oSN

s or consequential ptovisivons”; S apy C
SISO np R s £ 2 S E DTN

(7) An order under this section shall be faid before cach House of

the Oireachtas as soon as may be after it is made and, if 4 resolution -
- annulling the arder is passed by either such House within the next : oot
" 21 days on which that House has sat after the arder has been laid L, et
befmeinthcorderahznbeannuﬂodalécétdhigly,butwithmnprcjn-'f‘”

il

dice to the validity of anything previously done thereunder. - . .

(1) Regulad

. Uzt

épérﬁoﬁ.(be‘i:‘zgamcm—_',’ 4
AbcroftheCommissiOnoramgmberofthestaffof,ora. :

appeé_r, to him or her to be expedient.

-

3




(2) Without prejudice to the

lations may provide for— o e R

terms and conditions of employment of
anystaﬁ_ofthc Commissicn, R o e
() the prov'u%ion:to thc%on of such mcnéjs’, premises,
~ fadlities and services (including the services of staff) as 10
may be aecessary for the performancs of jrs funcdons,

(d) the maintenapca by the Commission, and the inspection by
or on behalf of the Minister and the Secretary of State,
of accounts of Teneys received or expended by the
Commission, SR SRR R Ve s

by 2 member of the Com- o
Commission or by any per-
2 _ rmation 20

' such member or
" person unless such’ disciosura Is authorised by or o
: behalf of ;_!.zc Commzs;non: e T S

" -~ 4{g) the functions of the Commission and its roja generally in
NI _'-'_»rchﬁontcthe‘dmmmisﬁouingof_arms‘oranypanimlar
o >d or m: of such decommissionin g, which fonc-
© .7 tions'may inchude 2l or agv . ! L

e >

) the i o arangeents o e decommisioing
© i of arms and the joining of Asating by the Com--30
e e " caTying out. of " any such

RTINS

(@) the aking posicic of s decmmmisgond Ly
| - ant mrcg‘-daumcr 3rﬂr.mgem¢m5, Fo

A

(ii) the observatx'on'_épd vé;'iﬁca'tidu‘_a'xfz'd,' wﬁcre :ébgrépri- 35

(v) the rccording‘dfsﬁch information as may be specified
decommfssmnmg of arms, ‘

(vi) the fadlitating of the
-handling and storage of
-decommissioning, and th
mext, handling and storage, TR

genenality of subsecsion (1), regu- -

TR

urpcse of menitoring the process of the 40 i
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(#) any other matters that the Mimster considers necessary for St
‘ thepnrpoaadthlsAa. ©ley AN gl A T KA

-

5.——(1)Proceedmgsshannotbemsnnnedagamtapexsonfaran Prohibmcncl
5 offeace in relation to anypamcmarnrmsxi ST : WMP
' (@) at the time of1tscammmou,thc pemnwasengagcdmthc
promofthcdcwmmmomngofthcscarmmaccord
ancethhmgnlauonsorarmngemems A, "

" (b) the requirements of the regulanons ar amngemcms were
satisfied as mPeds thc person and the decommmonmg

(c) the deeomnnsswmngwasuhngottookplaccataumcor
dmmgapmodmndmgspecﬁedmtheregulauons,

(d) thcactconsumﬂngtheoﬁmceoranmthausanmgredx- '
entofthcoﬂ’enc-wasapanofthcptmdthedceom-
mxsuonmgandwasdoncmpmsuanccoflhcrcgulauom
crarxang:ments

- (2) Without prejudics to the. gcnerahty of subsectzon (1) n:gu-
latiousmayspecxfyoff:nmtowhmh xt xpphcs. i

g

(4) thrc arms havc bccn dccommxssmncd in acuordancc thh_ ‘
" . regnlations or arrangements, subsection (I)shannotapplytopm- T
- + ¢eedings for an offence alleged to have been committed, after the ..
VEZ decommmonmg bythcmeof,ormrehnonto thoseanm

(b) anythmgresulungfxmn theprocea‘of‘the" commissioning -
ofarmsmamdanccmhmgulammm‘mngemem i

(c) any mbstaneeorthmg fouad on or in anyarmsdeoom-
: monednamudancemthmguhnomorarmnge ,
meats, or .

(d) anythmgOnm'mwhxcharmsdecommmoned mawom-
ance with regulations or arrangemeuts were when so -
decommissioned or any substance’ orolher thmg found -
onormstxhathmg,‘?'.__-_s:f iy :

shannotbcsub;cctcdtoﬁx:nscmmmuonor:omdug,

(2) Subsection (I)doecno:applytoafomnncaammnmorto
mngof— . SR
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(a) any substance or thmg dccomxmszcned m accordanccv w1th
- regulations ar arrangcmcnt.s. : ‘-'.-; n

(b) any substance or thmg refcm:d to n paragmph {b}, (c) or f
(d) of subsection {4 NN \

. for the purpose. of~—
@) detmvnix‘zing—‘

(I fitisor contains ammunition or an explosive or
_explosive substance, -

(ID) the quantty of ammuniticn, crplomvms or cxplos-
ive substances present, or 10

(I) if the condition of the substznce or thmg is safe
and stable, :

©or

(u) discovering information coner:rnmg ‘an  offence
alleged 1o have been commxtwd after the decom- 15
missioning conx:crncd
(3) Arms decommissioned in aczordance Wlth regu!auons or
ts or any other substance or thing referred to in subsec-
tion (1) ar infarmation cbtained in the course, or as a result, of the
- decommissioning of arms in accordance with regulations or arrange- 20
ments shall not be admissible in evidence by or on behalf of the State
in proceedings in any court for an offence (othcx than an offence
. refarred to in subsecrion (2)(II)) orin any appeal in re!auon to any
such prowcdmgs R LR

: (4) Evidence of anythmg done for the pmposa of the dccom- 25
. missioning of arms in accordance with regulations or arrangements
shall not be admissible by or on behalf of the State in proceedings
.- -in any court for an cffence (other than an offence referred to in
- subsecdon (2)(IT}) or in any appwl n relauon 0 sndx prmdmgs,

(5) (a) In this secmm, save wha‘e thc contcxt othcrwx.sc rcqmrcs— 30

“ammumnou hasthemcanmgamgnedtoubythcl"ue-

axploswe means an exp{oswc wx:hm thc mmmng of the
E.xploaxva Act, 1875; . o

“explosive substance” has thc meaning mgncd ta 1t by 35 '
the Explosxve Substanc: Act, 1883 :

“fircarm” hasthcmmnmgamgnedtoubytheﬁrmrms
-Acts, 19251:01990 2 o

. = e e

(b) In this section rcfmnm to arms. or ﬁrmms or ammu- .-
nition or an explosive or explosive substance include ref- 40
erences to any substance or thing that & a firearm or
ammunition or an explesive or explosive substancs for
the purpcse of the corresponding law and references to

~ dccornmmxomng and dcoommmcncd shall bc a)nsn-ued
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. '2(2) Regulations under this section shall be laid before edch House
5 of the Oireachtas as soon ay be after they are made and, if 2
" resolution annniting egulations is"passed by either such House -
- -~ “+-within the next 21 days on which that House has sat after the regu-
“ .. lations have been laid before it, the regulations shall be annulled SR
. accordingly, but without prejudice to the validity of anything pre- - .
10 viously done thereunder. .. i o . .0el PR Rl

(3) Without prejudice to any specific provision of this Act, any
regulations may contain such incidental or supplementary provisions
asmayappeartodxcMinistcrtobeexpediemforthcpurposaof
the regulations, .. - oo ' . o o

- I N A e el T . o < e N
4430

15 - 8.~The crpensa s incurred b}' the Mlmstcr s ._in‘ the a&inﬁn&suadon Expenses. . 'r',
. .;.AofthisActshaﬂ,cosuchcxtcmasmaybesanctionedbythcbﬁnister F 5
© - ..-for Finance, be paid out of moneys provided by the Oireachtas. :

RS V= S

i 9'.—'.{_1) This Act may be cited as thc Decommlsmcmng Aa, 1996,

- (2) This Act (other than section 3) shall come into operation on
20 such day or days as, by order or orders made by the Minister under
thus section, may be fixed therefor either generally or with reference
to any particular purpose or provision and different days may be so, *.-
" fixed for different purposes and different provisions. .. " :
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BILLE
(mar a ticnscnaiodh)
da ngairtear

Acht do dhéanamh socrtt | nd4il le dichoimisidnt
arm tine, armléin agus pléascdn agus chun
na criche sin do dhéanamh soeni i ndail le
coimisiin arna bhunu le combaonti idir an
Rialtas agus Rialtas na Riochta Aontaithe
agus do dhéanamh socri i dtacbh nithe

An tAire DIf agus Cm a thiolaic, -
9 Nollaig, 1956

-—>9U8U17j)’adU04

'-‘& - 4

e

BILL
(as initiated)

entrled

Act to make provision i relation to the
decommissioning of firearms, ammunition
and explosives and for that purpose to make
provision in relation to a commission estab-
-lished by agreement between the Govern-
ment and the Government of the Uaited
-Kingdom and to provide for related matters.

Pruemed by the Minister for Jusace,
o 9!/:December,1996
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