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The Government wishes to set out the facts about ,,"em contacts with ; o!lti 

Hume and explain its positicn;1' on the possibility of a 'new IRA ceasefire. 

Mr. Hume has suggested to the Prime Minister over th= last few mouths that a 

new IRA ceasefire, which would in his view this time become permanen:, is 

available if the Oovcrnmem clarifies its position on various issues. m;lucling the 

naNrc or The Belfast talks. d.ecommissicning and p,ossible fUrurc eO%lfid~

buildiIlg measures. 

The Prime Minister has consistently made clear the Govenment's position that 

we would welcome a new ceasefU'c but that we are SCCl'tic3I about how credible 

it would be. The Prime Minister hu also said frem ' the start that there could be 

DO question of changing our · policy I or negotiating with Sinn fein, to a.chieve a 

ncw ceasefu-e, which should be declared without further prevarication. 

However, he has added that hc. ~as prepared to re-state existing policy if that 
~~-.. 

would help. 

The Prime Minister accordingly gavc Mr. Hwne in July ~ terms of a possible 

re-statement. Mr. Hume subsequently suU'csteci different' forms of words 

w~ch did not; however, properly reflect the Governmem' s position~ ne Prime 

Minister sent Mr. Hume a further text on 23 November. This · text in~luc:led our 

views'!o in the light of c:ontinumg IRA attacks, notably on the Tbiepval Barracks. 
, ' 

Lisbum. on ' the terms and prcx:ess of entry to appl}~ after any restored. IRA. 
, ' 
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·nua British Ciovemment teXt is attached. It describes a position whicb we 

believe to !)e fair. balanced and rcuonable. 

If Sinn rein want to join th~ talks, it is for the !RA to declare a restoration of 
,. 

dleir ceasefire in te:ms wbich are .convinc:mgly Wlequiv~. indicate: the 

intention thac this ceasefire shcnUd be lasting, and :efi= commitment to 

exclusively pc:sceNJ means. ne fulf1lm=t of paragraph g of Command Paper 

3232 ~J directly relevant to this ("panies .•• whlch ••• escablish a commia!1::lt to 

exclusively pc:ceful methods and which have shown tlw they abide by the 

cicmocra~ prcc:ess It). If t1W wu followed by the absenc:c cf paramilitary 

• activity. induding su;b c:ODfidcnc;-bui1&g factors as DO rargetina. surveillance 

and weapcm preparado~ the way wauld be open tor the Sec:ewy of State to 

invite ShmFem to particZpS=· in the negotiaticms 0%1 an equal basis with cthe: 

parties. in ICCC~= with the legUlaticm setting up the Wb. 

The talks are llkcly to break fot Christmas soon and to resume in January at a 

d.ate yet to be agrc:d. The scatcmem attae.h=d do" not cle=mia= haw. early 

SiIm Fein can jom rho talks afte:- a eeuefire. That dcpeads QJ1 the wcnis and 

d=cia ot the IRA &Dd S1nD PaD. "Wc == to see an unequivocal restoration of 

• the ceasefuc md to make a credible jucigcm= thal it is luting. We ==cl tc 

lcnaw tlat sUm Pcin will sign up to Cbe Mltchcll principles. The Govemm=nt is 

Dot r::ccting new hurdles or seeking delay. We wish to see inclusive tallcs 

involving all parties IS soon as possible. 

But if SiJm rein contimlc to cxc;lw1e themselves from the talks. the tAlks must of 

c;curse: go on without them. 


