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Statement by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Mr Ray Burke, T.D. 

llla"Way, October 7,lm,IeJldered IOJ reslpallOD 10 the Taoiseatll troDl 

the Govemllleotalld ftoDl lilY posltiOIl u Minister for Affairs. 

At Uti. time \\'lib Ollt Govenullent abo1Jt t. oilier \1110 ldstoric talks 011 behalf 
of our \)OOPle QIlth. fublre of our islalld, aDd wUII!he major ehal1ee,eo we face 
in Europe. I believe !hilt the boldu of my office Dlust be allowed \be 
opporiuolt)l of zh'"IQ! total focus to tIlue mosl pressll1& Issues and slloulcl nol 

be $Ubjut to distr8C.tionsfrom aay otller qU3rtcr. 

Tile .OPIlI: public .OIlVOVilrsy whicb COIIfI'DDII me does not affoTd m" litis 

opportunity . 

I .... ". also decided to DIY seat ,S a member of Dall EirC1lDn. I" ao, my 
falher and I beeD bo"o1lred to reproselllllle l1eoplc of Nor1h CowUY 
Dublin in tile D.II for lifIY-lI1ret ye.n. twenty-four III IOJ$I'lf. 11follld like I. 

thaDk the poople of Norlb Dublill for tbeir loyalty aDd .apport 
Ibrough,ut years and to tbnnk them particularly for their war. oupport 

in these mote receet times. 
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DIIrin& DIY car •• r 111 public senite. tricO to IDy c01IStil1teOb Bnd 

cOWltry to lb. best of my ability In the m.a, offices bee .. ,,_red '" 
hoW. I WIRt tlda.k .11 Ibe officials iD tbe public service wltJa wIIom 1 have 

work£d for their cooperation and loyal.,. 
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J wallt to clearly restate that 1 hllve dOlle 1l0thiD, wrong and that I look 
forward t1) f1IJ1y (ovperatinl wUh any invcstigatiol1. Despite my iDc:liAIUOtl to 
fate doW'D ihescoJl&otng personal 1 feel that I caD l\oloJ\ler justify this 

as helpfad to the on i ,oliticallevd. 01,\ a penoDsllevet. I 

have a duty to prvkct GlY aod family. 

1 walli to wish tbe Taotse.ach and the Govtmlllent every success in their future 

endeavours for the people and the country. 
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