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the Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Statement by
Mr Ray Burke, T.D.
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1997, tendered my resignation to the Taoiseach from

| have today, October
® the Government and from my position a3 Minister for Forelgn AfTaics.
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At this time with our Government about 10 enter into histonc talkson b
of our people on the fature of our island, a0d with the major challenges We face
in Europe, 1 believe that the holder of my office must be allowed the
opportunity of giving tota) focus to these most pressing issucs and should not

he subject to distractions from any other quarter.

— ——

The ongoing public controversy which confronts me does not afford me this

oppartonity.

scat as 8 member of Dajl Eireapn. In all, my

{ bave also decided to resign my
people of North County

father and 1 have bee ponoured to represeal the

Dublin in the Dail for fifty-three Years, twenty-four by
thank the peop heir loyalty and sapport

te of North County Dublia for {
throughout those years and to thank them particularly for their warm support
in these more recent times.

myself, X would like to

I have tricd to serve @Y constitnents and

ice,
have bees bonoured to

During my career in public sery

country t0 the pest of my ability in the many offices 1

hold. I want to thank all the officials in the public gervice with whom 1 have

worked for theit couperation and loyaity.
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g wrong aud that [ look
Despite my inclination to

1 want to clearly restate that | have doac nothin

torward to fully couperating with apy investigation.
{ace down these ongoing persoual attacks, 1 feel that [ can no longer justify this

helpful to the Government on a palitical level, On a personal level, i
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as being
have a duty to protect @Y wife and family.

1 want to wish the Taoiseach and the Government every success in their future

endeavours for the people and the country.

Ends
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