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Northern Ireland (Political Talks) 

(
Mr. Speaker: the Secretary of State starts. may 

1 ask hon. Memoers wno are not remaining for this 
important statement to leave quietly and without I 

The of State for Northern Ireland (Mr. Peter 
Brooke): With permission. Mr. Speaker, I will make a 
statement about political development in 
Ireiand. 

I am pleased to be abie to inform the House that. 
foUo .... lng extensive discussions with the main constitution-
al panies in J-.;onnern Ireland-the Alliance pany of 
Nonhern Ireland. the Social Democratic and Labour 
pany, the ulster Democratic unionist party and the 
ulster unionist pany-and .... ith the Irish Government. a 
basis for forma l political talks now exists . I frank ly 
acknowledge to th: House that this would not have been 
possible without the good will and determination of the 
J-.;ortbern lreiand oanies and the helpful and constructive , 
approach taken by the Irish Government. The stated 
positions of all these parties are well known. Her Majesty's 
Government reaffirms their position that 
Ireiand 's Slams as a part of the united Kingdom 
will not cbange ",ithout the consent of a majority of its 
peopie. 

The endeavour on which we have all agreed to embark 
is an amDitious one . We are settlDg out to achieve a new 
beglDning for reiauonshIps within Nonhern Ireland, 
within the isiand of ireiand and betweeen the peoples of 
these isiands. Whiie a outcome cannot be 
guaranteec lD aciyance. I am confiden t that aJJ the 
potentiai paniclpants are committed to a forv .. ard-looking 
and approach . For their part. the two 
signatories of the Anglo-Irish Agreemen t-the British and 
Irish Governments-have made it clear that they would be 
preparec to consider a new and more broadly based 
agreement or structure if such an agreement can be arrived 
at through dIrect discussion and negotiation between all 
th: parties concerned. 

To allow an opponunity for such a wider political 
diaiogue. the two Governments have agreed not to hold a 
meeting of the Anglo-Irish Conference between two 
pre-sp:::cified dates. Al l the parties concerned will make use 
of this interval for discussions to seek the new 
and more broadly based which 1 have just 
descrioed. 

As tbe coruerence will not be meeting between the 
specified dates the Secretanat at Maryfield will accordingly 
not De requIred for tha t period to dIscharge its normal role 
of servicing conierence meetings provided for in article 3 of 
the Agre:men l. 

It IS accepted that discussions must focus on three main 
relationships: those vo1lhin Northern Ireland. including the 
re iationship between any new institutions there and the 
WestmInster Pariiamen:: among the people of the island of 
lrelanc: and between the two Governments. It is common 
ground between all ille parties that hope of achieving a 
new and more broadly based agreement rests on finding a 
way to gIve adeauate expressIOn to the totality of the 
reialIonsrups I have menllonec . 

Talks will accorcimgl\ ta Ke place in three strands 
corresponciInf: respec tlveiy 10 the three relat ionshIps . 

Some arrangements will be needed for liaison between the 
different strands of these complex dIscussions . A ll the 
J-.;onhern lreiand parties will partiCIpate actively and 
directly in the north-south discussions . The uniODls t 
panies have made it clear that they wish their participation 
in those talks to be formally associated with my presence 
and that they will regard themselves as members 0: the 
United Kingdom team. It is accepted by all those involved 

to make fu li use of the Interval betwe:n meetings of 
ille conferenc: to achIeve an overall agreement satisfactory 
to all. it will be necessary to have launched all three sets o f 
discussions "'ithin weeks of each other. 

A first step towards getting related discussions under 
way in all three strands will be the openin;. as soon as 
possibie:. of substantive talks between the panies in 

Ireland under m y chairmanship. These will 
commence with a round of bilateral meetings before: 
moving on. as soon as possible. into plenary sessions. It 
has been agreed by all the panicipant5 that before long. 
when. after consultation. I judge that an appropriate POInt 
has been reached. 1 "'ill propose formaliy that the other 
twO stranOs snould be iaunched. My judgment as to timIng 
.... ill be governed by the fact that all involved have agreed 
that the three sets of discussions will be under way "'ithin 
weeks of each other. 

The internal talks. like the talks in the other strands. 
.... ill foliow a demanding and in tensive schedule . In to 
ensure a ful l airing of the issues. it will be open to each of 
the parties to raise any aspect of these relationships . 
includIng constiwtionai issues. or any other matter which 
it considers reievant. All concerned have assured me tha t 
they .... ill participate: in good faith and will make every 
effon to achieve progress . 

It is accepted by all the parties tha t nothing will be 
finally agreed in any strand unti l everything is agreed in the 
talks as a whole and thar-confidentiality will be maintained 
thereunto. However. in the final analysis. the outcome will 
need 10 be acceptabie to the people. 

Mr. Kevio (Kingston upon Hull. North): In 
thanking the right hon. Gentleman for his statement. may 
I take the opportunity to congratulate him on his 
determination and tenacity, which have been vital in 
securing the agreement that he has just announced? We are 
also grateful for the imagination and flexibility displayed 
by the political parties in Nonhern Ireland and by the Irish 
Government . We hope very much that those qualities will 
still be on dispiay throughout the substantive negotiations 
which are about to begin. 

Today's statement is only the beginning of a process 
that we all ciesire will iead to an agreement that will be 
acceptable throughout the island of Ireland. We are a t an 
historic moment . There is now a "'indow of opportunity, 
when possibilities for a political settlement are open in a 
way that has not been possible for decades. We know that 
all the panicipants recognise their responsibility be:::ause 
they would not otherwise have come so far . They carry on 
their shoulders the hopes and wishes of all sections of the 
peopie of lreiand. north and south. and of this island. The 
peopie will not iightly forgive their elected representatives 
if. over the next few weeks. they do not Jive up to the spiri t 
and ietter of the statement that has been agreed tocia y. We 
have confidence that they will. 

Opposition full; ' support the participants in their 
endeavours to bnng about a lasting agreement which will 
resoi ve the dissenSIOns between UnIonists and nat ionalIsts. 
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