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Arcn[LLI:Lm«rnzﬁnatnnnsnﬁNt?1996
DECOMM]SSIONING mu., 1996 oo

for X \\A

5 AN ACT TO M.AKE PROVISION IN RELATION TO THE
: DECOMMISSIONING OF . FIREARMS, *AMMUNITION
AND EXPLOSIVES AND FOR THAT PURPOSE TO .
MAKE PROVISION IN RELATION TO A COMM.'ISSION
“ESTABLISHED BY “"AGREEMENT $BETWEEN .THE"
' 'GOVERNMENT ‘AND “THE ‘GOVERNMENT OF THE °
- UNITED KINGDOM AND '1'0 PROVIDE FOR RELATED
MATTERS.

5 ‘,A va v

‘.

: “act’ mcludv.s omission and a rcf:n:nce’ to the dmng ot an act

’J S

E ;mdndesa referencetothe makmgofan omxsuon. 7 3

-

“the agreement” means the agmcmcnt between the Govemmcnt and

mc Govemment oE the Unm:d_ Kingdom . cstzbhshmg | ‘hel.;}"f i

' , and § a.mmumuonwnmnr.hem:anmgofthe S

. Fircarms Act, 1925, anexplmvethhmthcmcamngotthcsxpiw 3
* “ives Act, 1875, audanyothermbstmceorthmgthatxsancxplomefk :
mbstanccwnhmthc mcamug ofmcExplomve SubstancesA.ct, 1883

y mngemems m&ns arrangcments made
~ -suant to rtgu!anons

"agreemcnt, : : : Iy Sl .
o %the mupondmg Iaw"mcansthc law of the Umwd ngdorn cor- 7;": :
r:spondmgtothstct LA 53

(a) dstrcymg the arms or : ; v

L -"' "awﬁ'»‘-,. Y"" % i

(b) transfcmngto ordomg an act lcadmgtothecouecaou

destrucuonofthearmsbycronbéhaltof.tthom-'»
mmonorapmndmgnatedbythebﬁmteror if

"appropriate, the Secretary of Stare, in or cutside the

: Smte andeogzmewordsshanbeconstmcdamdmgky- 2
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“destrucion” includes making pc,f'ﬁ,xanmﬂjina'wﬁn'ole or unusable ° o
and cognate words shall be construed accordingly; - L T
“enactment” includes an instrument made vnder a power conferred W

by statute; Taetl 8T I e e : e
“fanctions” inchides powers and duties; -~ - SIS R
“the Minister” meaus the Minister for Justice: - e %
“regulations” means Eegulau'ons maz_"!e b& tthimster under this
“Secretary of State™ means a Secretary of State in the Government
of the United Kingdom, -

'3 10

S e PN

(z)InmisAczfj""

(a) a reference to a secrion is a reference to a section of this
A, unless it is indicated that reference 10-some other
provision is mtended, and ... - L

{b) a referenca to a paragraph or subparagraph is a reference y & I
: to a paragraph or subparagraph of the provision in which ..
the reference occurs, unless it is indicated that reference .
to some other provision is intended, and =" .. - .

(¢) a reference to any enactment shall ke construed asa Tefer- LR
ence to that enactment as amended, adapted or extended 20 7.iEaS

by or under any subsequent énactment.

e

- 2—(1) Regulations may provice for the decommissianing of arms.

) Without prefudice to the gencrality of subsection (1), rega.
I'aﬁonsmnymakapro'{isiot};nrc_lagign;p-t._;_.__ SR =

missioning may take place,

. {b) the methods and manners by and in which the decom. )
: ‘missioning of arms may take place incloding Feel o 73007

() the transfer of arms to the Commission or to a person L
designated by the Minister or (if the transfer is to -
a person outside the State in accordance with the
corresponding  law) the Secretary ‘of State  for

‘destruction,

(ii) the provision of information to the Commission or to
2 person in the State designated by the Minister or
(if the information s provided to 2 person cutside

in accordance with the co i

y
Commission or a person designated by the Minister
or (in the case’ outside the State) the Sec-
retary of State, <o h | wienan

(i) the depositing of arms for &)I]ecﬁén jc{hd.-cvlesu'uction 45 .
et -by the Commzsion or a person designated by the R
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" Minister o (in the m;_é'ru-m' de AP"S‘ osited ouﬁf‘;q
the State in accordance with the correspdnding law)
e Seertary of Ste, [ e
(iv) the destruction of arms by those in possession of
.them, - e e v o

md :’ e ,"'.".“ ,.,4::.‘:;‘1 “a o
(c) the destruction of arms decomdgd in accordance with
- subparagraph (1), (ii) or (i) of paragraph (®). Mt

3—(1) The subseqg

0 operation on such d

Secretary of State, may, for

to have full effect, by order appoint. - - R
_ (2) The Commission shall be independent in the performance of

. its funetions, _ e e : .
-'(3) The Commission shall have the ie cepaaty of a body

corporate. o FLACSEEN =

(4) (@) The Minister may by order make provision for the pur-
-poses of paragraph (b) as respects iviolability, exemp-
tions, facilities and immumities, privileges and rights in
relation to the Commission. ' ", - . RN R

(b) The Commission, its property and  person (being a mem- .,
~ beroftheCommiam‘onoramc_mberofthestaffof,ora. E

. person performing functions assigned to him or her by, . =
. zheCommission,_anagentot____Cummisxionbramem-
tnmﬂywno'formspartofhxs or her - .-

* tations (inchuding the. waiver theréc) as may be provided
for in cach case i the order wuder paragraph ().

- 3

' (¢) An order made under this section may make different pro- -

v, R R T ) e s

P Y

~ (5) The Minister may by aider ame
this section (other than subsection (1))

S - (6) The Commission shall stasd difica Upon such day as the - 3

Mimster may, afier cousultation with the Sectetary of State, by ardex -

*appoint, and the Minister may inctude in the order such transitional

- Or consequential pmm%QWg hm} or her to be expedient. -
* (7) An order underthis section shall be fald before each House of
the Oireachtas as soon as may be after it is made and, if 2 resolution -
 annulling the arder is passed by either such House within the next : .
" 21 days on which that House has sat after the order has been laid .
be&xeigzhconhrnhzﬂbeannuﬂ«id&xﬁdﬁ%hnbutwﬁhoutpnjufx

g -
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(2) Without pr*;udm. o thc wnmﬁty of MSCC‘;::CH (1), regu-
lations may provide for— . . - o L

of m:mbers Ihcrcof,
(b) thc tems and eondn:on.. -

(a) the mcmbc"slnp of the Comm&zcn,mcfudmg the number '_: ' “_'.-

- members and the terms and
auy staff of thc Ccmmsszcu,

(c ) the crovmon to thc Ccmmmon cf such monzys, premises,
“ facilities and services (inciuding the sexvices of staff) as
may be nccessary for ..he perfermanc: of its ﬁmcncns.

( (d) the mamt..:umce by the Comxmmon, and the mspc:aon by
or on behalf of the Minister and the Secretary of State,
of aowunts of m oS r:cewed or e.mendcd by the

(e) the proof of docxmcac: e:cuzed 6n be.half of thc
Conmnsson S i A' e

() the probibition of the Eﬁsczcme by 2 membes of the Com. "

3 f the Commxsxxon or by any per-

{g) thc "unctxons of thc Comxmss;on and its ro]e

.- .~ relation tothedecommmonmg of arms or
e m&odmmnm;mmndemmmmaom

(x) :he mak:ng of an‘zng.mems fcr thc decommmonmg i
v -of arms and tbcjom.ng Or assisting by the Corn—‘BO
- mission " in the mrrymg out . of any such

(u) thc tahng pcssmszon of arms deeommzmoncd pursu
-.ant to rcgulauons or arrangements, : RS

(v1) the f:lalxmung of tbe safe and Sc::zrc movemem, - s
.handling and storage of arms during and after their 45
dccommwonmg, and the wpc‘vmon of mcn mow:- b
meat, handling and storag: ESTNLAI TP
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(k) any other matters that thc Mimster consx'ders necessary for k

thcpnrposadth!sAct. N PR - i

Py

) Hl)Proceedxngszhaﬂnotbemnnnedagamtapmonforun
5 offcncemrclahon to anypamculararmsi i

(@) atdxcnmcofltsmmmmon,thcpcrsonwasengagcdmthe
prmofthcdeeomnnxswnmgofthoscarmmaword
ancemthrcgulaucnsorarmngemcnts P

" (B) the reqmremcnts of the regulatxons ar axrangemcns were
satisfied as respects the person and the decommissioning,

(c) the dceomnﬁssibmngwasuhngorrookplac:atanmcor
‘during a period Standing speaﬁedmtheregtﬂaﬂons,

(@) thzactconsuruungtheotfcnccoranmthansanmgredx-
cntoftheoﬂ’cnc-wasapanofmcptmofthedcmm-
mmonmaandwasdoncmpmanccofthcrcgulauom
o'rmangemenu

' (2) Without prejudics to the genmhty of wbsectwn (1) g

-:. lauousmayspeafyotfcnmtowhxdntapphm.

g

(4) thxc arms havc bccn dccommxssmucd in amdance with

. regnlations or arrangements, subsection (1) shall not apply ta pro-

+ ceedings for an offence alleged to have been committed, after the
zs decommxsxxonmg bythcnseof,otmrelanonto tbosearms

(a)armsbemgmadeavaﬂab!cforthcputposesofdecom
mmmmngmmdancethhngn!anonsormange-
mcnrsortakmmtothepmmononheCommmonor -

“-a person des:gnnwd by the Mm.xstcrfug‘ghz

T (b) mymmgmulungfrmnthepmcmofthc"

otarmsmmdanccmmmgulamor“anangemems

(c) any substance or thmg found on orm any annx deeom
missioned in wcordance mth reguhtxons Of arrange-
- memts,or . . B :

(d)anythmgmormwhxchamndeoommxmonedmamord-
ance with regulauonsorazmngemmmw:rcwheuw
decommissioned or aay substnnce or othex thmg found
onormsm:hathmg, Dol

.. . iy
DR ;. S L e

nhallnotbcsubpctcdtoﬁx:nmcuammtxonortotmdug.

(2) Subsection (1) does no: apply to a forcm u:ammatxon or o .

Lcstmg of—

v

y e g , i e e e
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{(a) any substance or thmg dccommxssmned m acwrdand wnh
- regulations crarmngcmmt; TR
T . kA o %S _.' .
(b) any substance or thmg rcfem:d to in paragmph (b}, (c) or :
(d) of subsection ()., -

. for the purposc of-——
(') determmmg—

{I) fitisor contains ammunition or an explosive or
_explosive substance, -

(I) the quantity of ammuniticn, cxplosxvs or cxplos—
ive substances present, or :

(1O) if the condition of the substance or thmg is safe
and stable, :

*or

(u) discovering mformanon eonccmmg ‘an  offence
alleged 10 have been ccmmxm:d after the decom- 15
missicning concsrned _

(3) Arms decommissioned in awordancc thh n:gulauons or
arrangements or any other substance or thing referred to in subsec-
tion (1) or infarmation cbtained in the course, or as a result, of the

: dcmmmmonmgoiarmsmaccordanecwuhrcgulanonsorarmgc 20
ments shannotbcadmmblemewdcnccbyoroabehalfofthc State
in proceedings in any court for an offence (other than an offence
" refarved to in subsecrion (2)(II)) orin any appeal in relznon w any
such prowcdmgs ) RPN
: (4) Evidence of anyf.hmg donc for the pmposa of the dceom- 25
. missioning of arms in accordance with regnlations or arrangements
shall not be admissible by or on behalf of the State in procsedimgs
- -in any court for an offence (other than an offence referred to in
- subsection (2)(IT)) or in any appcal n relauon o mch prowedmgx.

(5) (a) In thxs scazm, save whcrc thc oontczt othcrwuc rcqmrcs— 30

‘ammumnou hasthc mcanmgamgnedtnubylhe Fire-
,armsA;:t 19‘25 S e

exploswe means an exp{osxve within thc mmng of the
Explo&ves Act, 1875; . S

“explosive substance” has thc meaning mgned 10 xt by 35
the Explos:ve Substances Act, 1883

“fircarm” haszhcmcamngaamgnedwttbytheﬁrmrms
Actx19’25t01990 -

& A - o

(b) In this section rc{mnm 10 arms. or ﬁxwms or ammu-  .f
nition or an explosive or explosive substance mdude ref- 40
erences to any substance or thing that i a firearm or
ammuunition or an explesive or explosive substancs for
the purpese of the corresponding law and references to

- d:commmxoumg and dceommmoncd shall bc o:mstmed

*’3-,“,/”

S o .4_.‘.-
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relation to which regulations are provided for by any of the pro- ¥ regelations.
. VlSlons OtmiSACL' s \ S pead L G R 2o 1_—-..; ; . i . B - -

SR «

¢

" '7(2) Regulations under this séction ‘shall be laid before edch House -
joitheOircachmassoonagmaybeaflte'r‘theyaiem‘ademdifa
 xesolution annulling the regulations is passed by either such House -
- “+-within the next 21 days on which that House has sat after the regu-
.- lations have been laid before it, the regulations shall be annuiled
- accordingly, but without prejudice to the validity of anything pre- -
viously done thersunder. . AR ol o

L

‘a3

(3) Without prejudice to any specific provision of Act,”any '
regulations may contain such incidental or supplementary provisions
asmayappeartotthipist:rtobeexpedientfprthcpurposaof“

e WP b e -

15 8.~The expenses incurred by‘ the Munstcrm the administration E.x.pt;r;u ‘e
e ofthisActshaILtomhcmntasmaybesancﬁonedbytthinister s
-+ - . -for Finance, be paid out of moneys provided by the Oireachtas. o

iy 4 9—(1) This Act may be cited as tthemmmmomng Ac:, 1996, short mie_md‘
(2) This Act (other than section 3) shall come into operation on < ‘
20 such day or days as, by order or orders made by the Minister under
this section, may be fixed therefor either geaerally or with reference _
to any particular purpose or provision and different days may be so .’
" fixed for different purposes and different provisions. .. " .
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BILLE
(mar a tionscnaiodh)
da ngairtear

Acht do dhéanamh sacrtt i nddil le dichoimisidni
arm tine, arml6in agus pléascdn agus chun
na criche sin do dhéanamh socni i ndiil le
coimisiin arna bhuni le comhbaontd idir an
Rialtas agus Rialtas na Riochta Aontaithe
agus do dhéanamh soci i dtacbh nithe
gaolmhara. S

An tAire DIf agus Cirt a thiolaic,
9 Nollaig, 1956

">9U8U175)’05UU1, t, H Pg

9 .,w» e A \,,vvx“

BILL
(as initiated)
engiled

Act to make provision m rclauon to the
decommissioning of firearms, ammunition
and explosives and for that purpose to make
provision in relation to a commission estab-

-lished by agreemeant between the Govem-

ment and the Government of the Uaited

-Kingdom and to provide for related matters.

Presmted by the Minister for Jusau,
9¢IxDecember, 1996 R
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