
PARTY 

lO July 1997 

The fOllowing are the on which we bav8 
clarification concerning the position 

__ '_J __ __ ____ 
Y """l.l':t ...... lC ClUU..L c=>c L,.1t".J •• __ __ _ 

rn Fp-in on 13 
1997; as 

tion paper. 

CLARIFICATION 

There are concerns about the of a genuine 
fire. Diiierent language has frnfii 'tilaC -to 
Can W@ 5e assured blat a 
uni7ersal ef violence be on? Will 

us. and others. about inter-
pretation of any cease-fire and about any invitation to Sinn 
Fein enter the talks? In any event there is in our view 
no need to S 1 ve S inn re in any fu.tber time. The muroers and 
attempted murders sine:e they t'eeelvEd thE Aid;; -- _ .. --- -- - ...... _ ... ... -=.L 

We consider that the suggested 6 week period for 
of the cease-fira a Surely tne crucial ia 

the passage of timer but tha P05-
tha as set out ehoye: 

The Aide it clear that a 
Sinn Fein would nave access to Ninisters, the In-

dependent and to talks and coulc hold 
cths:; This l!! not 

The of whether cease-firQ is 
genu.ine. amounts to immedlate - invclvQmGnt 1n talks as 

has shown that the bulk ot the work takes place 
away from tile Plenary. flow can there be participation in 
the talks before an by the Secretary of un-
der the Act? Or are there two parloo& ona 
c6asc-fira fullcncd by si: period? 

needs to be a understandinc;' that i:.hgI"e will hoe 
parallel The cOy to and 3S 
of the Mitenel1 Report to to it 

that all to a schedulGd 
programme during t41ks and that it is 

this that the aovarnments are promising to the to 
aQcure. The bringinq aDout "due 
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e. 

On dacommissioning ll :lust. in the 
sense, ie the to brina about 
actual diS.?1rm.;;uI1tmt alongside talks. -

It must be clear tMt ti\e procedures in "possible conc}u-
caonot be to block aetual of 
as distinct or about 

_____ .. "'- '"-J ______ ,.. .. 

It has been that the will oiscuss tile 
way in which decomm183 ioning alongside wil l be dOue 
including a possible timetable. I tJle 
que.stic.n as to ttae ·tt-as any function tli th. 

to It \i1Qt,lld be a very serious 
problem if did. The committee should meeraly be a BOund-
109 board and a conduit for informatiop. 

Under the taiks procedures there earmot a ccn-
BQnsus there bYT int2r alia; a 
ot unionists; a c£ the govern-

!rish anyone of 
fQnr veto anv Qqreement in the eommittee. As we 

susoect that some are reiuctant to Sinn Fain embarrassed 
by -a =equest to h.al'lc.1 in any weapon, then proceUur .. 
could be used to block any actual 
It was fer th is reason Re 3teadfastly 

the function than being a mere 
for 

The terms reference of committee as set in 
"possible conclusions " are amz:,iguous. io'hila 
"consider" can that no particular function has be 

with assisting the im-
plies tha:t the dQ. It i$ 

that deprived of any ability to 
block on actual disarmament. 

Thera is a need to avoid unnecessary delay. io 
in "possible That 

while formally en of three 
strandQd the would not 

work until those negotiat i ons began. ThG 
Commission's as eet cut in the Annex im-
plies that several months WQuld then elapse before the 
mission would be in a to aoy 
weaponti or 

This would be unacceptable. It ig tnat 
the Commission is set up and running. TIiB COlmiili;uiun ..... st 
be operational immediate ly. 
until the Commission is in a to arms. Con-

"possi1)le ccn:;lusions" have to r;larified 
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in such a way as to reflect the Secret4ry of 
ment that there will no delay and to that there i s 
no possibility of 

Setting up the Comm.ission ""ill take time. we ha ..... e 
repeatedly asked the have l dent1ti2d 
any members of the Commission. to 
con3ult with us as to the members or structure of 
the Commission. Such consultation is indispensable. 

Tbe Parliamentary ' timetable may a160 be a problem. The Com-
mission can only be by a statutory 
after consultation the British and Irish 
lIletlts. Has that consultation tU8n p l ace? wi 11 the 
statutory instrument be made: 

The Scheme3 also require 
dures. When the necessary or Orders be made as 
re.spects the Uni ted In t:r..a Irish 'R9pub11 c 
scheme must be made by Regulation . Can we. be assured 'that 
there will net be delays with regard to the Re9ulations? 

How in the light of the above can the timetab l e in the Aide 
Memoire be kept? 
There is also a for a clear timetable (or disarmament. 
It is w-holly incons;i.st.ent for there to be a tizn.etable 
the nggotiat1ons without an equivalent timetable for 
mament. Such a timetable cannot be left until after Sinn 
Fein has joinad the. process for thQll disamament will not be 
parallel. 

The review mechanism envisaqed by "possible conclusions" re-
clarification. Ths essence of the idea was that 

such a reviQw there would have to be a consensus or Auffi-
consensus for beyond the review, so that 1£ 

thare had been no, or i nsufficient, progress on actual 
decommissioning the talks would and 
remain halted unt i l the necessary had been 
stored. 'rhe wording of para.. 6 of "poesible conclusions" 
must refl.ct this mere clearly. 

In addition while two months may be an appropr i ate period to 
review a process onc@. started, it is too lata. tor a !irlit 
review. The objQct of the exercise is to create and 
tain conf'idAnce.. Such con£1den,ce cannot be creat2d if tnere 
is no actual or it. comes too l ate. WQ need to 
create an effective on or about the point of entry 
to ensure that confidence is creatad. 

Sinn Fein nrust not be allowed to deny its connection W1t!1 
the Sinn Fain ia only on the basiS of a 
clear c:o....it:ment to by the !AA. In tbis 
the commitment in para. 2 ot wpossible to 
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be clarified. A bald reference to compromise approach 
in paras. 34 and 35" is insufficient. It should be 

clear that the commitment is to parallel disarmament and 
that Sinn Fein must commit itself to secure such disarmament 
from the IRA. " 

it must be made clear that Sinn Fain a 
commitment to the absence of and ths threat of 
violence from the Republican The genuine dif-
!iculties by from defections and 
splinter groups not be allowed to generate a :fla.g of 
convenience for thQ IRA. It is necessary that the parties 
be assured S1nn Fein would te excluded from the talks 
in of IRA violence. 

The precise location of "confidence building mechanisms" 
needs to b€ c:3.efined. Those of an insti tutional natura 
.hould be located in the appropriate strand . The reference 
mechan1sm in the final paragraph of the Annex needs t.o be 
revised, present it wron91y the 

over strands . 

In any event the structure is complex, with 
com!ui and two suh-c:ommi ttees. The comrni ttae h.aa ne 
function apart from the sub-committee &nd so ona ask it 
needs to meet if not to balance the "prD9ress" on disarna-
ment thE! "progress" on other issues. This would 
tell the world that ' weapons are being traded for other con-
cessions_ Two committees would be preferablG_ 

Finally, refer to t.he commitments in position of 
the two government., namely 

"1. The two Governments are cONlitted to the 

"4: ••. this should involve: 
adequate mechanisms to ensure that -the modali tias 

ot decommissIoninq envisaged in tbe Report can be 
implamanted as and tbat no delay or obstacle is 
caused by any lack of Government preparation or provi-
sicn in this raapect. 

The asgurances we need merely build upon those 
It is egsential that is cx9ated in their deter-
mination to fulfil the.e cOmmitments. At present that con-
fidence does not exist and there is little prospect qf 

until it is created. 
" 

While there a.re many where a joint British/Irish 
would be it would be helpful i f our party 

and the rrish government could eome to a better understand-
ing of 2acn other's thinkinq in order to our poe-

future co-operati on on these difficult and sensitive 
issues. 
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