
• 

• 

Kt:.V.I'I. I H. l'lt'" \::) 1 (1 :L. 1 ':IL6.q ( 

ELIZABETH 11 

.. 

Northern J reland Arlns 
Decommissioning Act 1997 

t997 C!IAPTER 7 

C, 7 

An Act to make provision connected with Northern Ireland about 
the of ammunition and explosives; 
and for connec.;ted purposes, [27th F<.;hnlary 1997] 

BE)T hy the Queen'c; Excdkn t l\1;ij ..:qy , by anu with 
the advice and consent of the r .Mds Spiritual ;'111<.1 and 
Common:s , ill this present Pa rl iament nssembkd, and by the 

authority of the same, as follows: -

1.- (\) In this Act a "decommissioning scheme" is allY scheme which-
(a) is made by the Secretary p f State to fac ilitate the 

of ammunition and explosives ill 
Northern Irela nd, and 

(b) includes provisions &atisfying the requirements of sections 2 and 
3 (whether or not it <lls('l includes other 

scheme . 

(2) Section 2 of the Docutncnt ilry Evidence Act ! (mode of pro\'\\\g I S6lh . 37. 
certain documents) shall apply to n decommissioning,chcmc, 

2. --(1) A deconunjssjoning scheme must identify a period during 
which firearms , ammunition and explosives ma y be dealt with in 
accorda nce with the s<;hemc ("the amnesty period'"), 

(2) llle amnesty period must cnd bcfore-
(a) the flr st anniversary oflhc day on which this Act is pa,5sed, or 
(b) such Inter day as the Secrctaf)' of State may hy order From time 

to time appoint. 
(3) A day appointed by an order under suh:section (2)(b) must not be -

(a) more than twelve month:; after the d;:ty on which the order is 
madc, or 

(b) more than five years the day on which thi" Ac,( is passed. 

D\lra tion of 
(lecommissionir'g 
Sciw.111e . 

t-'.ldl 
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c. 7 Nvn/Wrtl lr('land Amls De(oTl1lnis5ionhrg Act 1997 

(4) An order undc;!" subsection (2)(b) shaH he made: hy statutory 
instrument; and no order shall be made unless a draft has been laid before, 
,-,ncl <\pprovcd by resolution of, each House 

Methods or 3.--{1) A dccornmissioning scheme Imist make provision for onc or 
ctecommissioning. more of the following ways of dealing with firearms, ammunition and 

explosives (and may make provision for others}- -
(a) to the Commission mentioned in !;ection '7, or \.0 a 

designated person, for destruction; 

Evidcnct! . 

Testing 

articles, 

(b) depositing for collection and destruction by the Cmnmission or 
a person; 

(c) provision of infoTn)a110n for the of collection and 
destruction by the Commission or a designated person; 

(d) dcstructit1n hy persons in unlawful possession . 
(2) In subsection (I ) "designated person" means a person designated 

by ' the' Secretary of Slate or, in the case of fireanns, amrmmition or 
explosives transferred or collected in 'he Republic of Ireland, a person 
designated by the Minister fOf Justice of the Republic. 

4. -{ 1) No proceedings shall he hrought for an offence listed in the 
Scheouk to Act in respect of anything done in ao:ordance with a 
decomrnissioning scheme. 

(2) Secrelary of State may by onier add any oITcm;e or description 
of oft't:nce to, Of r,:mo\'e any offence or description of tl/lcr\c(' from, the 
lis r in [.h(: Scbcti uk lu this Act. 

(3) An umkr suhsectlol\ (2} --
(a) shall bl: ma t1e by st,1iutory imtrument, and 
(b) may include sllch transitional provlsions as ?tppear to the 

Secretary of State to be expedient. 
(4) No order ,hill! Dl: made unoer' subsection (2) a draft has been 

laid before, Hl\d :1j1proved by reso lu tion of, each of ParliamerH . 

5.-. -{ 1) A dCi;r,n1mifisi.oned 3rtiC\c, or information derived from it, shall 
not bl.: admis.,jhlc ill evidence in criminal 

(2) Eviden,:c of anything and of any infon1\:"\\ion obtained, in 
accordan<.:c wit lt a (\ecommissiollirlg scheme shall nol he admissible in 
crim inal proceedings. 

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) shall not apply to the ofcvidetlce 
adduced in crin1inal proceedings on behalf of the acc11sed 

(4) Subfiection (l) shaH not apI11y to proceedings for a r'I offence alleged 
to have heco committed by the use of. or in relation to, something which 

a dccomlnissloned article at the tirne when the offence is alleged to 
have been committcl1. 

6. --(1) A person who has received a decommissioncd article shall not 
7arr), or or permit anyone else to carry out, a test Of procedure 
In relatJOIl to the ,uticlc the purpose of which is-

(a) to discover information about anything.done with or in relation 
to any dn;omm issioned a rtiele, 
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b . cOntact with or ncar to. any 
(b) to discover who et:n \0 ' 

artIcle, f rne 
d article was at any. 1 

(c) to disCover where eco d . hich it was kept) ; , 
(iJlc1uding the condItions un er w , ' t et , ' ncd art\cle was m con a 

(d) to discover when any dcc.olTI1rmsspel°rSon or wben it was in a 
'th or near to a partlcu ar d' . Wl 1 • '1, t under l)articula.r con Ihons. 

Particular P ace or "ep . h dccotnl1lissioncd article wflS 
(e) to di!';Covcr when or were any 

made, or " .t rt 'ck , . f y dccommlssloncu a I . 
(r) tD di5Cover the compoSItion 0 an 

'h ' t r procedure the purpose 
(2) Subsection (\)(1) does no! prohl I t a tes 0 . 

of which i!> - , losivc of 
(a) to whether an article is, or contmns, an ClCp 

a01mumtlon , . . r 
(b) to dcterrnine the quantity of explosive or ammunttlon present, ,0 

.,. . I f ly be moved or otherwIse (c) lodcterminewhetner anartlc ccan sa e 
. dealt with. 

(3) Subsection (1) does not prohibit (l tcst or 
which is to infmmati.on in relation to a artlc C 
where the information-

(a) is sought for the })urpoo.es of the of ,a n offence 
alleged to have been committed at a tIme after the article became 
a decommissiom:d article, and 

(b) does not COI1Cl!'rn the tn;«trnenl of the article in ,l(cordancc; wi th 
a scheme. 

3 

7. --{l) [n this "the Commission" nleans a n independent (\lnlIt1i5sion. 
organisation established by an agr<:cment, made in connection with the: 
affairs of Northern Ireland between Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom and the Government of the Repuhlic of J reland. to 
facilitate the decommissioning of fimmns. ammunition and explosives . 

(2) The Secretary of Scate may by order-
(a) confer on the Commission the legal capacities of a body 

corporate; 
(b) confer nil the Commission , in :;uch cases, to such ntcnt and with 

such Ilwditications as th e order may specify, any of the 
priVileges and immunities sel out in Part r of Schedule 1 to the 
International Organisations Act 1968; 1%11 c. 48. 

(c) confer On members and of the Commission and 
members of their families form part of their households, in 
such ca,es. to such exten t and with such modifka {ions as the 
order may specify any of the privileges and immun ities set out 
in Pans 11, HI and V of that Schedule; 

(d) make provision about the waiver of privileges and immunit ies. 

In this subsection "servants of the Commission" includes agents of. and 
persons carrying out work for Or giving advic;c to, the Commission . 

(3) An order under subsection (2) 
(a) may make different pro vision for different caseS (including 

different provision for different persons); 
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(b) shall be made by statutory instrument which shaH be subject to 
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of 
P<lrliament. 

(4) The Sc(;retary of State may-
(a) make payments to the Commission or to members of the 

Commission; 
(b) provide for the Commission sllch pn:mises and facilities, and the 

services of such staff, as he thinks appropriate. 

(5) This section shall come into force on such day as the Secretary of 
Stalc, after consulting the Minister for Just ice of the Republic of IreJand, 
may by order made by statutory instrument appoint. 

(6) This section shall cease \0 ha ve effect at the cnd of such day as the 
Secretary of Stat<.:, after consulting tI ll: Minister for Justice of the 
Republic afIre/and, may by order made by st:1 111lory instrument appoint; 
and aT! order under this subsection may include such transitional 
provisions as appeiU to (h<.: Secretary of S{., (e (0 be expeclienL 

8. -(l) This section applies to any scheme which _ 
(a) is made by the St;Crelary of State, for purposes relating to the 

affairs ()fNorthern Ireland, to facilitate the decommissioning of 
firearms, ammunition and exploliives in England <lnd Wales or 
in Scotfand. 

(b) p n"o\isiOIlS satisfying requirernentsufs.:rtions 2 and 
3 (whdhcr Il l" (J1'1 il also o ther provisions). 

(2) The Secretary Llt'Sw le may hy provide that a scheme to which 
this sl:ction applies shall bl: a dceommissioning scheme for the purpl)SCS 
of this Act. . 

(3) In relat ion to a scheme which is a dec{)mmissioning scheme by 
virtue ofsubsectiorl (2), the S(;hcdule to this Act shall havecfTcct with the 
slJbstitution for any offence under (k: 1.1\\ of Northern Ireland of such 
similar otfence umkr the law of Englanu and Wales, 01' as lhe case may 
b\: of Scotland, lhe Secretary of Slate may specify by order . 

(4) An order this section shall be made by statutory instrument; 
and no order shall he ma.de unless C1 (hAt has been laid hdorc, and 
approved by rcso/Il\ilm of. each House of Parliament. 

9. Any expenses incurred by the Sccrtt.lry l)fSlatc in connedion with a 
dccommissioning scheme or under section 7(4) shall be paid out of money 
provided by Parliament. 

lO.--{l) In this Acl ··-
"ammunition" means anything which is-

(a) ammunition within the meaning of the.: Pirearms 
(Nortl1ern I reland) Order 193 I, or 

(b) a component of such ammunition; 
LLdecommissioned article" mcani; 

(a) anything which has been transferred) deposited or 
collected in accordance with a decommissioning .o;cheme, 
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provided by Parliament. 

lO.--{l) In this Acl ··-
"ammunition" means anything which is-

(a) ammunition within the meaning of the.: Pirearms 
(Nortl1ern I reland) Order 193 I, or 

(b) a component of such ammunition; 
LLdecommissioned article" mcani; 

(a) anything which has been transferred) deposited or 
collected in accordance with a decommissioning .o;cheme, 
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8. -(l) This section applies to any scheme which _ 
(a) is made by the St;Crelary of State, for purposes relating to the 

affairs ()fNorthern Ireland, to facilitate the decommissioning of 
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(b) anything found 01\ or itl , or received with, something 
falling within paragraph (a), imd 

(c) a part of, or thlng derived from, something falling 
withjn paragraph (a) or (b); . 

"destruction" includes making permanently inaccessible or 
pennaocntly lInu5<1ble; 

"fireann" means anything which-

5 

(a) is a fireaml within the meaning of the Firearms S.I. 19811155 (N .l. 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1981 , 2) , 

(b) is an accessory to slIch a fIrearm, 
(c) is a weapon designed or adapted for the discharge of 

any thing, or 
(d) has the appearance of being one ofthe things described 

in paragraphs Ca) to (c); 
"explosive" means anything which is-

(a) an the meaning of the Explosives Act 1875c.17 . 
1875, or 

(b) an explosive substance within the meaning of the 
Explosive Substances Act 1883. 1883c. l 

(2) In this Act, references to things done in accordance with a 
decmnmissioning scheme include lO things done in accordance 
with arrangements provided for by a scheme. 

J 1.(1) This Act may cited the Northern Ireland Arms .Ind 
Dccommissioning Act t ')')7. saving. 

(2) Nothing in Act shall any power Or' 
exercisahle apart from th is Act in relation lo the institution or conduct of 
criminal proceedings. 
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