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STATEMENT ON NORTHERN lRELAND 

.. ,:. ,.',' 
, ' . \ . . '" .... . -. -- . ' M' .. 

I 
Madam Speaker, with permission I shall make a about the 

. 
Government" s continuing search for peace and a political se:tdement in NonhCm 

Ireland . 

. ' 
; j In my speech in Belfast on 16 May, I set out the of this GovemmeQtl s 

\ 

approach: 

First. the primacy ef th, CODSent to man clear that any 
settlement must almxnand the consent of both Uuionlsts ami NationaIitj$ 

ami QII!lot be ilnpascd an Nc:them Ire!:md against the wish of ¥ ,- I 
, c c 

majority of its people; 

Second. the Deed for urgent progress in th; talks. in particUlar for the):ey , 

political issues to be addn:sSed as soon as passible; I 
I 

Third. the absolute unaa;eptability of violence or the threat of violence in 
the demor;raric process. 

Pcurth. the desirabililY of 1aIks involving an tile patties. induding suL I 

Fein. if. but only if. there is m uncquivoal IRA aasefue; 

But fifth. the need to move on rapidly without SiDn FeiIl if not. 

• 

• 

25-JUN- 1997 14:30 POLITICAL AFFAIRS DIUN 01232-52771616 P.02 
25 JUN '97 15:58 

I 
! 

-:2' ::,,-_ ' 
STATEMENT ON NORTHERN lRELAND 

.. ,:. ,.',' 
, ' . \ . . '" .... . -. -- . ' M' .. 

I 
Madam Speaker, with permission I shall make a about the 

. 
Government" s continuing search for peace and a political se:tdement in NonhCm 

Ireland . 

. ' 
; j In my speech in Belfast on 16 May, I set out the of this GovemmeQtl s 

\ 

approach: 

First. the primacy ef th, CODSent to man clear that any 
settlement must almxnand the consent of both Uuionlsts ami NationaIitj$ 

ami QII!lot be ilnpascd an Nc:them Ire!:md against the wish of ¥ ,- I 
, c c 

majority of its people; 

Second. the Deed for urgent progress in th; talks. in particUlar for the):ey , 

political issues to be addn:sSed as soon as passible; I 
I 

Third. the absolute unaa;eptability of violence or the threat of violence in 
the demor;raric process. 

Pcurth. the desirabililY of 1aIks involving an tile patties. induding suL I 

Fein. if. but only if. there is m uncquivoal IRA aasefue; 

But fifth. the need to move on rapidly without SiDn FeiIl if not. 



25-JUN-1997 14: 30 POLITI CAL AFFA IRS DIUN 01232-52771515 P.03 
25 JUN ' 97 15:58 I . 

- 2 - I 
;iQ. • .. .. ... : ,.; .. ,:.,;:;i" . . . .' . . . I 

• 

• 

situa.tion in Northern Ireland means mat delay is not acceptable. I also conunre 
to believe that such a sculcment must be onc with which all the people of 
NoIthem Ireland can feel eomfomble and to which they can give their .' i . 
allegiance. The outline of a settlement is dear. The key elements are: 

cie'i<)lution in Northern Ireland, including an Assembly elected and 
operating on a widely accepmble basis; I 

I 
I 
r 

! 

- sensible cross-border arrangements between Northern IreJand and lIle ih 
Republic. I 

I believe there is< a( wide measure of agzecment Oil these two elemer.ts, although 
I 

there may be disagreement about the details. J 

T'here will also of COIIISC n=cl to be new anangemems between !he UlIired J 

Kingdom and the Republic .at Ireland, intluding formal colUtitwional 

on both sides of the principle of ccnseDt and a new more broadly based 

Irish Aereernem. These represent !be Ibrce straIIds of !be uegotiations. I 
Madam Speaker, terrorism I:Ominues to baunt NOItIIem fleIaad.. We were I 
reminded of it again this morning, when only prompt RUC action averted aJther 

I 
serious attack. Ten days ago. we saw the despicable murder by the. IRA of }tue 
constables John Graham and David lohaston. Five more young cbildrcn wiJout 
fathers. The whole House will join me in canclemuation of this poiDdess 
cowardly crime. Those responsible deserve our contempt in equal measure the 
sympathy we feel for the families and their colleagues. We. will do evcxy_ in 

I . our power to bring these responsible (0 jUstice. I 

J 

I 
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But it was worse than that [00. Let me explain to the House why. 

I announced in my Belfast speeeh that offICials could meet Sinn Fein (0 ensurr 
that was no misunderstanding of cur position. and [Q hear Sinn 

response to my statement that the settlement train was leaving. with or , 
I 

them. This initiati"e was widely welcomed. Two meetings were heJd. i 
Followiag the meeting. to make our position absolutely and [0 I 
remove any shred of justification for claims that it was not, I authorised the . 

sending of an aide memoire to Siml Fein to put in writing me Government's I 
. position on the points Where Sinn Fein had sought clarification. The aide 

memoire was passed to Sinn Fein on Friday evening, 13 June, rhme days before 

the Lurgan murders. I ha"e placed a copy in the library of the Home. I 
J 

• It set OUt c:learlyand concisely the Government's position on COnfidencc-buifmg 

and how leng wc: think the talks shcu1d last. It also 

repeated that Sinn Fein's enrry into Wks required an IlDCq1Iivoc:al ceasefire, 
that a period of tUne would be needed to ensure that this was genuine and thkt . I 

words and deeds matched. In order 10 pat at rest !can that rhe GoVClDlD.CDt/ 
might seek to spin our this prccess,it added that the Secretary of State for 

Nortbcm Ird.and would ·tomr: ro a political judgement about Sinn Pdn' 5 I 
qualification for entrY in some six weeks. Assuming words and deeds werel 
consistent with a genuine and Wlcquivoca1 ceaseflte, Sinn Fcin would at that 

point be invited to join a plenary session of the talks. They 'Woulcl then neJ to 

I 
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'. mKe: QOn:.: 

Mla:hell principles. .. .. I 
This aide memoite represented a !Wonable approach. which had the faIl support 
of the A.merican and Irish Governments, although the text of the aide memoir 

was entirely oUr owu. 

Then came rhe appalling murders in Lurgan. These caused revulsion :md out:rage 

not just in this collIltty but right actOSS the world. That was clear to me in , 

US, where President ClirU011 condemned the kiUings in exactly re 
same terms as I did. It was clear too in my discussionx with the outgoing I 
Taoiseadl.. Mr. BruroD. The credibility gap the IRA and Sinn Fein have to I 

bridge is wider than ever after Lurgan. 

Whatever. Fein now say or do, I am determined [0 move OD. It is essenQal to 

make political progress rapidly * The preparation for substantive talks must 
quicken 

.. 
I I 

. • Last Aummo,\...VJe and the Irish Government, building on discussions in the 

began to develop a amlprchcmive set cf proposals for the bmdIing of I 

d=issiouing. Final agreement was readied. all them eatllcrtbis wcek. !Tbc 

two Ciovemmenu have today given r=sc proposals to the lndcpendcnt 

of the talks, Senator George MUchell, for circulation to the parties involved F 
the talks; and will be commending m.ese prcpasaIs to the other participams f a 
basis for agreement on this important and complex subject. A copy has been pur 
m me library of the House . 

. Briefly. we propose me establishment of an Indepenaent Commission,. to make 

proposals for ciet:ommissioning and to monitoT its implementation; and a ! . I 
I 
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to rlea1 with with.· .. ' . 

specifically on decommissioning. 

The two Govermnents are fully committed to the approach to decommissioning 

set out in the repon of the Imemational Body. This recommended, and. I 
"an approach uildcr which some deeommissio.aing would take place durinr J 
negotiatidris. 'f'J The rcpon foresaw mutual progress on decommissicming and r 

substantive poliricaI issues leading to a progressive pattern of mauming truSt aba 
c:onftdence. That is what the two Oovemmems Want to see. Umlcr our I 
proposals, a plenary meeting should be convened every two months to enable iall 
participants to review progress across the entire specr.rum of the negotiations I 

including decommissioning, and to consider whether the neeessary coafidenJ is 
< • 

being maintained. All participants, including Sinn Fein if th=y are mere, will ot 
course have already commirr;ed to the Mic.cheJl Principles. These 
include not only the toW disarmament of all paramiliwy orgamsatiODS and t!k 
renunciation of force, or the threm of farce, but also action to prevent so-c:al1L 

punishment killings and beatings. 

• Speaker. a seamd. will deal with other I 
buildIng meamres set out m the Muchel1 Report. There can be no quesuoD qf 
trading :uns for political contessions in all this. There WIll need ro be _ 

progress in both decommissioning and the political negotiations if the procesJ is 
I 

[0 be successful. All the parties in the talks will have to face up to their I 

responsibilities. 

It rhe PnlPosalS provide a basis important work tn 
taC place over the Summer. It will be crucial to pur me macb.pcry in place'a5 

soon as possible, in.partiQ11ar the Independent Commission. I appeal to all 
! 
I 
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panics to look at the proposals ill a constrUctive 'spirit. I do not believe there ., 

I... 

anomer way forward. 

Agreement would at last clear cbe way for subsr.anIivc talks to SWt in earnest, I 

Want them tD begin a& quickly as possible. I am also that, sa far 

we can inf}P,ence !he process, !he Ialk5 will move as fast ill poasiblc:. 1 can I 
therefore announce today for the first time a clear timetable., The substantive talks 

should start in early September at the West. ID. my viev:; they shOUld also I 
conclude by next May at the when the legislative basis for me talks 

expires. That is an ambitious target, but I have no doubt it is adlievable if 

concem.ecl put their minds fully to it. 

, , 

As r said at the be;Uming of my statement, there is agreemem on the r 
elements of a settlement; devolved aDd fair govemmcut· in Ncn1hem Ire1a:ad, I 
sensible and significant Nonh-Soum and a 

between the two govemmMIts. The outlines of a sctrlemeitt arc reasoDably elbr, 
even if many af the detail!' be: fiercely tought aver. 'now get dcwJ to 

• !he substaDCC wilhout fimhcr ado or prcvaricaliOlL I 
And let me also in case anyone still has a /uJy a,greement 1 be 

put to a referendwn of all people of Northern Irc1and, weD u , to ! 

Parliament. So the triple lock is secure. 

There is no time to The situation on the grouDd' iD. Nanhml Ireland i;s 

fragile. Evexyone is coMCious of tile daDgcn of!be fimbcomiog m.ard!iIIg I 
season. No.ane wanes to see a olInt year's events. too 

,the Government are detennin=d to act. As the North report the best why to 

balance !he conflict of riglus and lCS!"'llsibiIities involved iD disputed is 

!hrough local accommodation. . I 

'? - .... 

25-JUN- 1997 14:32 POLITICAL AFFAIRS DIUN 01232-52771616 P.07 

.. . .;. (i,-

25 JUN '97 J'"" 
panics to look at the proposals ill a constrUctive 'spirit. I do not believe there ., 

I... 

anomer way forward. 

Agreement would at last clear cbe way for subsr.anIivc talks to SWt in earnest, I 

Want them tD begin a& quickly as possible. I am also that, sa far 

we can inf}P,ence !he process, !he Ialk5 will move as fast ill poasiblc:. 1 can I 
therefore announce today for the first time a clear timetable., The substantive talks 

should start in early September at the West. ID. my viev:; they shOUld also I 
conclude by next May at the when the legislative basis for me talks 

expires. That is an ambitious target, but I have no doubt it is adlievable if 

concem.ecl put their minds fully to it. 

, , 

As r said at the be;Uming of my statement, there is agreemem on the r 
elements of a settlement; devolved aDd fair govemmcut· in Ncn1hem Ire1a:ad, I 
sensible and significant Nonh-Soum and a 

between the two govemmMIts. The outlines of a sctrlemeitt arc reasoDably elbr, 
even if many af the detail!' be: fiercely tought aver. 'now get dcwJ to 

• !he substaDCC wilhout fimhcr ado or prcvaricaliOlL I 
And let me also in case anyone still has a /uJy a,greement 1 be 

put to a referendwn of all people of Northern Irc1and, weD u , to ! 

Parliament. So the triple lock is secure. 

There is no time to The situation on the grouDd' iD. Nanhml Ireland i;s 

fragile. Evexyone is coMCious of tile daDgcn of!be fimbcomiog m.ard!iIIg I 
season. No.ane wanes to see a olInt year's events. too 

,the Government are detennin=d to act. As the North report the best why to 

balance !he conflict of riglus and lCS!"'llsibiIities involved iD disputed is 

!hrough local accommodation. . I 



25-JUN-1997 14 : 32 POLITICAL AFFAIRS DIUN 

... .. ". ... . '. ... 

The Government is absolutely committed (0 doing it .can to eacoun 

a IDeal a.ccgmmocWion at Drumcree, as elscwhe:e.. ca take KCOlJDt of the 

legitimate concerns of all sides. £be SeemaI)' of· Srate is u:day 

issuing invitations to discussions with the Orange Qrder-aDd tbe Garvaghy Rc 

residents at HiUsborough Castle on Friday. Nobody'will be fan=! lO. raIk 

ta-face with those they do not wish to" but my RI HOD. Friend will make a 

determined effort to make progress. I appeal to all c:on.ccmcd tD accept this 

invitation to talks. Accommodation n=d DOt be a·dirry wonlwhere humaa r es 

may be at stake. 

This morning I met rhe 12 yt:M old girl. Matgaret Gibney, who to me fi 
to other public figt,iks, urging us to commit ounelves re brinling about peace in 

Northern Ireland. 

I owe it to her" and this House owes it re her. mi all wbo baYe iD1lue!U 

authority owe it to ha, to a stop to £he killing and to pm in PIa= a Wtin, 

political settlemcm. Sbe has enjoyed 0lZ year ofpcrace in the whole of her i" 
When are born. I want every yea: of £heir Jives to be a year of . . 

peace. 

So" Madam Speaker, this process has to ,et moving. The sca1cm= train is 

leaving" with or without Sinn Fein.. If they wm.·to join. It is absolurely Cleai 
they have to do. I have stWght 1 expca.Slnigbt dealr1 

m retum. We and the other partlCS will DO[ be wsuMg arou:n4 for them.. . 

I 
There are of risks in the approach we are rating. No lasting sem=1m 

can be amved at "'itbout raldDg some riots. But lbve DD. doubt die 

we have put in place are rigln. They provide tIic basis (or a -y t'orward i a 

. " . .;.-.... : . 
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", __ . ., ofmoruhs. ,;niatis what . V i 

. '. . ' .. . : " ,,: " '! " 

Ireland want, need and deserve. 
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