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The purpose of the meetings on 21 and 28 May wu to CIlS= there was no 

IIlisunderstandin S of the Oove=ent' 5 position or of sUm F ein' s. Thi! note' sets 

out the Government's position, in particular on the points raised by Sinn F ein. 

First, 5 inn F ein' s paIticipation in talks. The entrY of Sinn Fcin into the talks 
requires an unequivocal restoration of the IRA ceasefire. Negotiating while 

violcnc .. continue', or under the threat of violrmce, is wwceeptablc. 

The British GovemInent wants to see the talks proceed on all inclusive basis, and 
move on to the substantive political luues as seen as possible. uui in any case by 

Sc:pt=ber. It want-ne see Sinn Fein participating in these tIIlks. SimI Fsin' s en!ry 

is gov=cd by the legal requirements set out in pangrapba 8 and 9 oftM "Ground 

Rules fer Substantive AIl.Party Negotiations". The Sectetary of Slate is legally 
obliged te issue an invitation to sUm F em when she considers those 

are met, having made a political judgement of all the in the round. 

Some time will be needed to assess a ceasefire to see that words and deeds are 
mau:hing before such a judgclllcnt ean be made. "Ibi5 period should be used 

constrUctively to talcc =unt of the needs of all parties. We tbJI! an 
open.ended time period gives rise to of'o2ll1 faith. We are prepami 
therefore to remove any misundctsWlding'ay saylnll the period of time for such • . 

judgement is SOllle 6 weeks. If III ceasefire is in place 'ay mid-Junl:. . 

and is sll1isfactOtY in "'orci and deed. Sine. Fein wowd be invited to a plcnat)' 
session of me negotiations by the enci of July. '!bat wowd be the occasiol1 (or Sinn 

F ein to !nUl!: clear its ccmmitmCllt to th= Miu:be!1 6 priziples. 
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to eonslder adjcummg the talks. As was sald by the prcviouS'Govemmennirid· o .... 

Government, Ministerial meetings with Sion Fein would be possible, a.1 well a3 

bilateral and meetings in Castle Buildings. including between the 

Independent Chairmen and SiDn Fcin. Sinn Feia would also have access to an 

office in Castle Buildings. 

timeframe. Beeawe of its to get moving. the 

Govemmemt believes the: talks should IlOt beyond M4.y 1998. the 'date 

e by c:mrent legislation. and Wt a settlement should be achieved by then. 

There will be n:gularrcvicws ofprcifess. 

Third. dccommissiomng. The talks' participaDB are currmtIy addre.ssUlithe issue ' 

af deccmmissioning. The QgV=nmCllt hAs always maae it elc:ar that it wents to 

resolve this rapidly U) the utisfactiCll of the pZlZ1icipmts '0 that it doa net block: 

the substantive ncgotiatiom. Realistically. this eau only be on the basis of i 

implementing all aspects Mitalell npcrt. It is working with the Irish 

Govemmem to secure ag:ean=t among the participants to move fotward rapidly 

on this buis. As mutua! prc&reSs i3 made on political issues ami 

this can Q'Qtc it'Cwing muNal and confidence on all sides. / 
I 
! 
! 
I 

Any agreement ou dccomrnissionini seems li.kc:ly to inclw:i= a commianent by 

to work ccnitruaively and in gead faith to implement all aspects of the I 

Mitchell report; aD indep=dent commiuion. to be =stablished in puallel with th= i 

laWlch of substantive political ncgctiaticns; a ciedicated COmnlittc: oithe ple:lary tp 

/UiVaJlI:C all aspectS Qf the Mitd:1ell n-port; zmd a review m.ecllalmm for pro gress 

a.crcS5 the of th= llCaotiaticns. 



, 

POLITICAL AFFAIRS DIUN 01232-52771616 P.12 25-JUN-1997 14 : 34 25 JUN '97 16:02 · 
! 

. '. 

t:ou:tb. ,confidcnce-buildillg. The Gove:mncnt wants to build confidence on all 
on principles of equalitY cfcwoi'tw:iit:f.cquitY ef .· ,;;L, 

treattnent and parity of esteem. Measures already anJ1C)LlIlced im;ludc the 
incorporation of the I;;CHR intO domestic Jaw; a of tIlIining for 

young pcople; a cOnmU1DlC%1t to C'iualltY of cppcrtUllity in the labour market; a 
commitment to legisl!ltr! this )'Czsr on th= North Report; 8Ild a commitment to 
ilnplemCl1t proEDsals to d:cvelop a policing slIlVicD capable of securing the SIlPPcrt 

of the whole commu.Dity. im;ludillg iIIdcpeadcm colllplainD system. In 
.. response to a furtb=r point of appllIClll the Government has always JUde 

clear it has equal for me varied culrural tradiliODS of both c;omm.unities. 
iliduding the Irish I.aIlpla&e and I:UitllIe. It also _os=ises the partic:u1ar 

sensitivities of prisoner issues en all sid=. 
c 

Confidenc:C-bui1c!ing is of course a two way sttcII· A pnuilul aud lasting 
abandomncnt of violence would do more to rebuild COD1hIen= a&:rDIS the 

co=unilY 1IuIZlany olh&:::r su:p. owct puamilitlry u:tivity sud1 as imimiGaticn 
tmough so.culled F'mj.bsnent atw:la should also stop. OIl all sideS· This would 

h=lp the Gov=m1 to resp=d imapatrvcly in Q%CU sw:h as foze= 
c1eployments., and ether consequences cfthe ct'ntIiCL 
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Siml f ein' s conc=ms werc set out in its papct of 10 Oetobur. 'Ibis 11'* 1IDSWe:1 

mose ccru:mIS fully. AIl immediate III1d unequivocal is ngVI n=ded 
to enable Sinn rein to eIItl:l'the ta1ks as set out above. If SiIIIl f cin do DDt enter the : 

talks. the: subSlalltive negotiations will be: taken farward ill Scpu=bc:r in any , 

,... .. . ." 

! 

TOTAL P. i2 
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