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th regard to the issue oﬁ decommissioning, those proposals are; as we

erstand ir, based upon the report of e Mikclell Camamission which siggested

parallel decommissioning - that was decommissioning would take place alongside

Sp

. That wasn't our first p{:cfacnce but m fact, acally, when Mitchel] did

ake this teport we implicatcld thal we could go along with decommissionigp
king place alongside talks provided of course that that is what actally happens.
nd 50 our concern in discussions with Government in recent days and again
2y is 10 ensure that the prqlcedurcs and the mechanisms are clearly tere to

e that such decommissioning takes pPlace. Now, as ynu know, the Prime
ister is planning 0 make a statemexy to the House tomorrow i which he wil]
1 out his proposals and ar that time of course the scheme released with the

yernment’s proposals will be € available. Burt of course they are merely

t

Q:|David, does that mean to

decommiss{oning...?

proposals, and we will then have w study them and consider them and it may be

the discussion will develop jom that point.

1y that you could move away from the demand
there must be a product up fromt If, if you like 9f;’somt;:

.

Dayid Trimble; Parallel dccot?musioning or decommissioning alongs,idé talks
means It takes place alongside ta

ks not before, not afreyr, but alougside, And you

couldn’t, you wouldn’t be b.avipg parallel decommissioning if the talks weré
runhing ard running for any significant period of: time wjthout the, parailel
decgmmissioning because that wouldn’t be parallel. So parallel decommissioning
does imply that acrual decommﬂ&ioning with the phrases [ used.?? p; front is.
there, if not sunultaneously at lh% beginning of the talks then very, very c}oscly:
linked thercto. And of course wr would want to ensure from our 1

view
acee

L ¥
Fein

' that this was acrually going
pang a Jot of verbiage and obf .

You don’t therefore require a tranche of Weapons up front bt:foi'e{Sinn '
get into taiks? P :
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Trimble: Well that that had been our position prior w the publication of
ell and when Mitchell wag ppblished we looked at that; not our first option
1s something provided that there are the assurances that it i3 going to
0 in practice and that it will 'occur in the course of e ks ung of cowse
whole process of deconuni.l.sioning 18 also paralle] to the talks DfOCCSSi.
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Q: | Mr Trimble what would you require to see from the IRA ff not
decommissioning before you |wauld be prepared to sit down with a
representative of Sinn Fein? : R

David Trimble: We have t0 be sure that there will be acaial decommissioning
duripg the ralks and that we lave to bave the procediires and the mechanisms in
place which will ensure that thaf happens, Now 2 lot of this gels Lo quite a
degree of technicality and there iS 2 lot of technicality in the Mitchell repdrt and
(here is a degree of technicaliry|in the proposaly Wat the Government miay bc
bringing forward. These are the matters that we have to look at quite carefually.
W¢ have not ourse{ves scen the paper that the Government intends to publish.
We will of course, when we see iil Iook at it very closely. e
Q: [Taking forth what you a.r# sayng then, if you are happy that actual.
decommissioning is going to take place, do you se yoursetves moving into:
substantive tajks now? ; o :
David Trimble: Wel I think ... §thc fitst thing we have got 0 do is to gét this
papey and then we arc going have 3 study it and 0 look at i1, I don’t wane to be -
drawn tco far in terms of hypotbeticals because we do have ta, I am sorry w
have ;to mention this, but we do (have to look at this whole process against a
background where I aw yuite satisficd that there has beea bad faith on the part of -
the Irish Governmenr. [ recall e time when John and Ken and myself went .
. downon the 11 March last year and were assured by the Irish Government that |
the necessary mechanisms would‘te in place even before the beginning ! of the
talks in Jupe of last year and here we are, we are in June of this year, 12 months
after the time they promised the|mechanisms would be there, and they : still
havenit occurred. When you put that together with the behaviour of Joba Bruton
last night, it may be that he was just trying fo snatch a:little bit of glory before !
his term ended, but I think what He said las night was calculated to make the ;
process more difficull. And when we look against the background of that degree
of bad faith on the part of ¢ 3 persans then we are going . to have ro he
cautioys and that is why I don’t want w speculate oo far. [

[

Q: W!iat would you ask the Irish Government to do now? -l

~—
7.

David Trimble: To carry out the \mdertakings that they gave to us on thci 11
March last yeur. P
Q: - What are the procedures and mechanisms that ‘you would like fnibe
placed? L &
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DLmd Trimbie: Wwell the crugial one of course is to have the Internatiopal
and that has 10 be up and running wel
Y got the legislation through Hir. thers

orking. Becasusc it just an’t wait for the substantive talkila: f:ld siot i‘?t
he use'nb'cn_that puts back far too far rhe question of when any acms‘z
d OIMISSIONIng is going to take place, So we haye got to have pmccdurés there
that actually bite, and 1 must sdy 1 ay, satisficd that on diseussing the need fo
that that there. has been a meeting of minds, : e

4y lmplies or should i
1gh Mr Biair’s approaches? :’anl)!’

David Trimble: No, we Dave not yet seen the paper,:’ I have outized (0 yvu our
general appmfmh 0 :lus matter. We have got tn loak very carcﬁxﬁy at the
» Now if you wifl excuse me [ think we will move op, |
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