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p S ARTICLE 

I wan to see peace in Northern eland - soon. So do the people of Northern 

. . The road to an agreed d lasting settlement has been, and will 

contin e to be, long and painst 

The ITt few months have seen eicouraging progress. The all-party . 

starting on 10 June are the fIrst srbstantive negotiations since 1992. ¥e!inwhile . 

all th1 majQr parties, and many sialler Qnes, will take part in the electiqns in : 
Northi.rn Ireland on 30 May. Th elections will prepare the way for £Pe talks 

throu,h the mandate to negotiate ey give to the elected representatives. Each : 

successful party will choose its n gotiating team from among its : 

All tht elected representatives wi I alSQ be eligible tQ sit in a FQrum dbsigned-tQ : 

profile dialogue and mutual undrstanding. The Forum cannot the : 
cours of the negotiations but c make an important contribution in 
dialog e between the parties and timulati?g wider public involvement. 

These new moves reflect the ove I helming desire for peace of all the people of 

. • t North rn Ireland, and their dete ination to preserve the new. quality 9f .life 
i . ' 

they h ve enjoyed since August 1, 94. when the IRA declared their ceaseflre. 

They ant to build on the huge p ogress made in Northern Ireland in recent 

higher economic and soci 1 standards, new investment and fairer 

trea ent in the workplace and el ewhere. 

. . . . 
These elections give the people 0 Northern Ireland a unique chance vote for 

peacef nd make sure their views e known. I hope that as many as 

from 11 sides of the community, ill take this chance. It is an opportunity to . . 
embra e negotiation and reject vi lence once and for all. Much has made 

e ; of the apparent complexity of the electoral system. But each voter only has to 
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p:ace cross party Of his choice. Nothing 
sImple m practIce. It will be a Vlte for democracy-and ·negOtiatIOn. ; 

Once t e elections are over, the r ute to the negotiations is clear, direct and 

autom1tic. And let me be absolut ly clear about the British Governmenfs 

intentiin to ensure that these nego iations will be a genuine and serious: effort to 
reach comprehensive settlement, covering all the issues of concern and 

accept ble to all concerned. The of the negotia;ions is arrangements 

for the future govenunent of Ireland, within a framework of stable 

ShiP.S within the island of and. between the .p.eoples of 
Islands whIch can command the i1dest possIble acceptabIlIty. 

and provide for the nece. sary mutual reconciliation. For· our part, the 
British Government is committed 0 putting irito effect whatever is at the 

negoti tions. provided it is endors d by the people of Northern Ireland by way 

What re the prospects for these The British Government will 

work nremittingly to make a suc,ess of them. But much depends on tpe 
parties themselves. No party can tlictate what a settlement will look like. No 

party n expect to get all it wan,. All parties need to be committed to making 

a succ ss of the negotiations and er persisting with them even when the g?ing 
gets to gh. Readiness to compro I 'se will be essential on the part of all 

If the . egotiations are approached in this spirit, as they will be by us, I am 
. . 

confid nt about the prospects for success. It is clear that, whatever 

differe ces between the two traditions in Northern Ireland, the, gap is 
by no eans unbridgeable. The srpe of an eventual settlement can 

e occasi naIly be glimpsed behind . e sound and fury of the parties. task is 
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this glimpse into reality. 

But ere is a huge shadow over . s prospect - the shadow of paramilitary 
violel ce, and in particular the s dow of the breakdown of the IRA ceasefire, 

and e violence since then. 
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The and Iri.Sh Governmeni have made clear that tMy 'want all • 
the Pflles In Northern Ireland to be at the negonallOns. But they have made)t · 

just a clear that, without an unebvOCal restoration of the IRA ceasefrre, Sinn • 
Fein annat take their place in ,e negotiations. The point is simple. All the , 

parti i:ants in the negotiations just be able to show their 10 ' 

exclUSlvely peaceful means and 10 the democranc process. SIIlll Fern cannot do 

so w th any credibility if the organisation with which they are linked is 

conti uing violence. 

John Bruton's speech in Finglas la couple of weeks ago spelled outhow the two • 
Gov rnments have worked to ele a genuine process of negotiation, and set 

out t e for Sinn Fein lCi the IRA to follow peaceful, 

e [ mea s. . 

I en orse in particular the call made in that speech for a renewed 'ceasefire. 

lw , t Sinn Fein to be part of negotiations. They have an important ' 
cont ibution 10 make. But theYlcannol make it while there is no IRA ceasefire ; 
in p ace. The talks will in any event go ahead. And it must be in the .interests : 

of a 1 parties, and the voters th y represent, to make their own case. l 

. . 
I sa d that I was contldent that e negotiations could But confidence : 
is ingredient sadly lacking bbtween the parties themselves. On the ' : 

• onalist side, confidence is I eeded that a meaningful and inclusive process of 
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nego iations is on offer. The BjitiSh GovcI!J..ffient have sought to that 

conf dence. The agenda is All parties will be treated equally in the 

nego iations. No-one can be fotced to agree against their will. No to ' 
the t( Iks is pre-determined. NoJone wants to drag out the process. ' . 

But cpnfidence is also needed th t the paramilitaries will not seek to or 

threaien force if they caooot get eir way at the negotiating table. The : 

Unio . sts in particular need to lt1ve this confidence. That is why the 

deco missioning of paramilitary Iweapons, as called for by the :Report, 

remai s so important. The Britisr and Irish :Governments have agreed all . 

the pa ticipants in the negotiatioDf will have to make clear at the begirming of : 

the talks their total and absolute dommitment to the principles of democracy and : 

non-viblence set out in the Mitch II Report. Decommissioning wiU also need to : 
be ad res sed at the beginning of e talks and agreement on how 

Mitch l1's on d commissioning can be taken forward, without 
blocki. g the negotiations. 

This is a formidable challenge am ng many other formidable challenges. But. 

like rh . others, I believe it can be et. The <:>bjective is a negotiated settlement. . 

We hale taken risks before in se ch of this objective. We shall do so 

Let no one doubt our continuing c mmitment. But we also need a willingness ' 

among all the Northern Ireland p ties to engage in genuine, open dialogue with 

each 0 er, and readiness to reach compromises that will be necessary. to . 

Both B ·itish and Irish Government have a vital role to play in making peace 

and a n gotiated settlement in Nor ern Ireland possible. That we share. so 
much' common culturally and po itically. not least our fundamental , . 

comml . ent to democracy and its alues, makes the task easier. The prize is 
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great: a prosperous and peaceful future for the people of Northern Ireland, .and 

for all the of these islandsJ We must not let the opportunity 
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