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ELIZABETH 11 

Northern J reland Arlns 
Decommissioning Act 1997 

t997 C!IAPTER 7 

C, 7 

An Act to make provision connected with Northern Ireland about 
the dec()mmissioning of fircamls, ammlll1ition and explosives; 
and for connected purposes, [27th F t.:hl'lHiry 1997J 

BE JT by the QUC' t:n's Excclkn t !\1 ;l j-=:::ty, by anu with 
the advice and consent of the r .nrds Spiritual :-mc! a nd 
Commom . in this present Parliament (\ $sembkd, Hod by the 

authority of t he same, as follows: -

1.- (\) In this Act a "decommissioning is allY scheme which-
(a) is made by the Secretary of State to fac ilitate thC' 

of ammunitiol) and explosives ill 
NMthcrn Ireland, and 

(b) includes provisions satisfying the requirements of sections 2 and 
3 (whether or not it als('I includes o ther provisions). 

(2) Section 2 of the DOCUtnC'IH ::Iry Evidence Act 1 (mode of pro .... il\r, 
certain documents) shall apply to ,1 decommissionil1g.;;chcmc. 

2. -{I) A decommissjoning scheme must identify a period during 
which firearms , ammunition and explosives may be dealt with in 
accordance with the scheme ("the amnesty period'"). 

(2) llle amnesty period must cnd bdore-
(a) the fir st anniversary of lhe day cm which this Act is passed, or 
(b) such later day as the Secretary of m<1)' by order From time 

to t ime ,'ppoint. 
(3) A day appointed by an order under suh:scction (2)(b) must not be -

(a) more than twc\ve month:; after the day on which the order is 
made, or 

(b) more than five yea rs the day on which Act is passed . 

Dc:eommissioning 
scheme. 

Dura lion of 
(leI:ommissionin!:\ 
sck\e.n,e. 
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(4) An order undc;r subsection (2)(b) shaH he made hy statutory 
instrument; and no order shall be made unless a draft ha!. been laid before, 
und a.pproved by resolution of, each House of' Parliament. 

Methods or 3.--(1) A dccommissioning scheme make provision for onc or 
decommissioning- more of the following ways of dealing with firearms, ammunition and 

(and may make provision for others}- -
(a) to the Commission mentionel' in !>ection 1, or to a 

designated person, for destruction; 

Evidcn,"-

Testing 

articles, 

(b) depositing for collection and destruction by the Commis!iion or 
a designated person; 

(c) provision of infom)ation for the of collection a.nd 
destructiol'l hy the Commission or a designated person; 

(d) dcstructit1n hy persons in unlawful possession . 

(2) In subsection (I ) "designated person" means a person designated 
by ' thc' Secret.ary of Slnte or, in the ca:;e of firearms, ammunition or 
explosives transferred or collected in 'he Republic of Ireland, a person 
designated by the Minister for Justice of the Republic. 

4. -{ t) No pr('lceedings shall he brought for an offence listed in the 
S(;heouk to this Act in respect of anything done in accordance with a 
decommissioning scheme. 

(2) of State may by onier add any olTence or description 
of oft'cnce to, Of any offencl' or description of l,IlCf\L'e from, the 
lisr in Sch.::duh.: t l) this Act. 

(3) An uncle-r slI\)5ectiu!\ (2) --
(a) <;hall b!..: made by sl,1tutory and 
(b) may include sllch provisions as I\ppear to the 

Secrdary of State to be expedient. 
(4) No ordcr ,h,lll be m.ade under subsection (2) a d.raft has heen 

laid bef\)re, ,-I\\d :,pproved by rc<;n lll tion of, each llollse of Parliament , 

5.---{ 1) A article, or infon11ation derived from it shall 
not bl,; admis,jhk in evjdence in criminal ' 

(2) Eviden,:c of anything dont\ and of any infonna\iOn obtained in 
accordano! wit h a dccommissionirlg scheme shall not he in 
criminal proceedings-

(3) Subsections (l) and (2) shall not apply to the of evidence 
adduced in criminal proceedings on behalf of the accused 

(4) Subsection (1}sh<\H not apply to proceedings for an offence alleged 
to have heCf'l commilled by the usc of. or in relation to, something which 
wa::; a dccommissioned article at the timc when the offence is alleged to 
have been committed , 

6. -{I) A person who has received a decommissioned article shall not 
o';ll, or permit anyone else to, carry out, a test of procedure 

In rclatJotl to the ,ntlclc the purpose of whIch is-· 
(a) to uiscover information about anything,done with Of in rdation 

to any dccommiss ioTlcd article, 

• 

2 

Kt:. V. I" .. ;::"1 ' 1 T I M. 1'1, 

c_ 7 Nvrr/l('rrl Ireland Arms DeroTltlnissionirig Act 1997 

(4) An order undc;r subsection (2)(b) shaH he made hy statutory 
instrument; and no order shall be made unless a draft ha!. been laid before, 
und a.pproved by resolution of, each House of' Parliament. 

Methods or 3.--(1) A dccommissioning scheme make provision for onc or 
decommissioning- more of the following ways of dealing with firearms, ammunition and 

(and may make provision for others}- -
(a) to the Commission mentionel' in !>ection 1, or to a 

designated person, for destruction; 

Evidcn,"-

Testing 

articles, 

(b) depositing for collection and destruction by the Commis!iion or 
a designated person; 

(c) provision of infom)ation for the of collection a.nd 
destructiol'l hy the Commission or a designated person; 

(d) dcstructit1n hy persons in unlawful possession . 

(2) In subsection (I ) "designated person" means a person designated 
by ' thc' Secret.ary of Slnte or, in the ca:;e of firearms, ammunition or 
explosives transferred or collected in 'he Republic of Ireland, a person 
designated by the Minister for Justice of the Republic. 

4. -{ t) No pr('lceedings shall he brought for an offence listed in the 
S(;heouk to this Act in respect of anything done in accordance with a 
decommissioning scheme. 

(2) of State may by onier add any olTence or description 
of oft'cnce to, Of any offencl' or description of l,IlCf\L'e from, the 
lisr in Sch.::duh.: t l) this Act. 

(3) An uncle-r slI\)5ectiu!\ (2) --
(a) <;hall b!..: made by sl,1tutory and 
(b) may include sllch provisions as I\ppear to the 

Secrdary of State to be expedient. 
(4) No ordcr ,h,lll be m.ade under subsection (2) a d.raft has heen 

laid bef\)re, ,-I\\d :,pproved by rc<;n lll tion of, each llollse of Parliament , 

5.---{ 1) A article, or infon11ation derived from it shall 
not bl,; admis,jhk in evjdence in criminal ' 

(2) Eviden,:c of anything dont\ and of any infonna\iOn obtained in 
accordano! wit h a dccommissionirlg scheme shall not he in 
criminal proceedings-

(3) Subsections (l) and (2) shall not apply to the of evidence 
adduced in criminal proceedings on behalf of the accused 

(4) Subsection (1}sh<\H not apply to proceedings for an offence alleged 
to have heCf'l commilled by the usc of. or in relation to, something which 
wa::; a dccommissioned article at the timc when the offence is alleged to 
have been committed , 

6. -{I) A person who has received a decommissioned article shall not 
o';ll, or permit anyone else to, carry out, a test of procedure 

In rclatJotl to the ,ntlclc the purpose of whIch is-· 
(a) to uiscover information about anything,done with Of in rdation 

to any dccommiss ioTlcd article, 



• 

• 

' "1 • .,::)r 1"1 1 In .. '".r 

Northern Ireland Arms Decommissioning Act 1997 
c. 7 

. alact with or ncar to, any 
(b) to discover who been \n cc ' 

decommissioned artIcle, . t"me 
. h any artIcle was at any. J 

(c) to d.lscover were . . . , kept) , . 
(including the conditions under whIch It "as , . 

, ' ncd article was III contact 
(d) to discover when any deC.01l1JI'I'l ISSIOrson or when it was in a 

't1 or ne',r to a partlCtl ar pe , . 
W1 I" 1, t under I)articular conditIons, 
PartIcular P ace or "ep , d orrunissioncd article was 

(e) to di!:.Covcr when or where any cc ' 
made, or .' .t rt 'cl" , . f y dCCOlnmlSSIOtlCU cl J ,-, . 

(f) to di5Cover the composItion 0 an 
'h ' t r procedure the purpose 

(2) Subsection (\)(1) does nol prohl 11 a tes 0 ' 

of which is - . losivc or 
(a) to whether an article is, or containS, an cJ(P 

ammumtlOll , . 
(b) to determine the quantity of explosive or ammunition present, ,or 

,'. . I f ly be moved or otherwise 
(c) to determine whetner an artlc c can sa e; 

dealt with. 
(3) Subsection (1) does not prohibit (l. test or 

which is to discover information in relation to a de.comrl1lssfOne artIc C 
where the informalion-

ta) is sought for the purpo;;es of the of ,an offence 
, alleged to have been committed at a time after the artlcle became 

a decomrnissioncd article, and 
(b) does not the tn:atme-nt of the a rticle in accordance with 

a scheme . 

3 

7. --{l) in this s\:ctil)!l "the Commission" nleans an independent 11\.: Cununi ssion , 
organisation by an agr(:cment, made in connection with the 
affairs of Northern Ireland between Her Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom and the Government of the Repuhlic of 1 reland . to 
facilitate the dec0mmissioning of firc<lrJl1s, ammunition and explosives , 

(2) The Secretary of State may by \.)fder-
(a) confer on the Commission the legal of a body 

corpora te ; 
(b) cotlfer l)11 the Commission , in cases, to such cxknt and with 

such as th e order may specify, any of the 
priVileges and immunities set oul in Part r of Schedule t to the 
International Organ isations Act \%11 4R . 

(c) confer On members and '>crvants of the Commission and 
members of their families \\110 fo rm part of their households, in 
such to such exten t and with such modifica (ions as the 
order m<lY specify any of the privileges and immunities set out 
in Pans H, HI and V of t/l''lt Schedule; 

(d) make provision about the waiver of privileges and immunities. 

In this suhsection "servants of the Commission" includes agents of, and 
persons carrying out work for Or giving advice to, the Commission , 

(3) An order lmder subsection (2) 
(a) may make different provision for different caseS (including 

diftercnt provision for differenl persons); 
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in England 
and (111<.1 
S<;o,hln\\. 

S.!. 1981 /155 (NI. 
2) 
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(b) shall be made by statutory instrument which shaH be subject to 
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of 
Parliament. 

(4) The Secretary of State may-
(a) make payments to the Commission or to members of the 

Commission; 
(b) provide [or the CommissiOIl such premises and facilities, and the 

services of such staff, as he thinks appropriate. 

1"". 0 4 

(5) This section shall come into force on such day as the Secretary of 
Stale, after consulting the Minister for Just ice of the Republic of Ireland, 
may by order made by sta tutory instrument appoint. 

(6) This section shall cease to ha ve effect at the end of such day as the 
Secretary of Stalc, after consulting tIll.: Minister for JU5ticc of the 
Republic afIre/and, may by order made hy statutory instrument appoint; 
and aT} order under this subsectiOn may include such transitional 
provisions it:.; appear to (hI: Secretary of S{., tc (0 be expedient. 

8. -(1) This section applies to any scheme which -
(a) is made by the Secretary of Slate, for purposes rdating to the 

affairs ufNonhern Ireland, to facilitate the decommissioningof 
firearms , amlllunition and explosives in England and Wales or 
in Scolland . and 

(b) satisfying llh' requirements 2 and 
3 (whdhcr tll" Iw t it also inclu<h;, ()l licr provisio ns) . 

(2) The Secretary LltSU.llC may hy p,\widc that a scheme ta which 
this st.:ction applies shall bt.: a dccommissjoning 1>chemc for the pllrp/)scs 
orthis Act. . 

(3) In relation to a scheme which is a dccommissioning scheme by 
virtue ofsubsectioll (1), the Schedule to this Act shall have cfTl.'Ct with the 
slJbstitution for anv o ffence under Ik 1.1\\' of Northern Ireland of such 
similar otfence 1l1e law of fnglant.! and Wales, or as lite case may 
be of Scotland, as Secretary of Slate may specify by order . 

(4) An order u!ld ... this shall be made by statutOl), il15trument; 
and no order shall he made unless <1 clrMt has been laid bo:fore, and 
approved by resolu{iLln or. each House of Parliament. 

9. A ny expen$es incurred by the l)fSlate in with a 
dccommissioning scheme or under section 7(4) shall be paid out ofnlOney 
provided by Parliarucut. 

10.--(1) In this Act ··-
"ammunition" means anything whieh is-

(a) ammunition within the meaning of lh<.: Pirearms 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1981, or 

(b) a component of such 
L<decommissioned article" means 

(a) anything which has been transferred) deposited or 
collected in accordance with a scheme, 
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(b) anything found on or ill, or received with, something 
faWng within paragraph (a), ,md 

(c) a part of, or thlng derived from, something falling 
withjn paragraph (a) or (b); . 

"destruction" includes making permanently inacce:ssib1c or 
pennancntly untls<'lble; 

"fireann" means anything wllich-

5 

(a) is a fireaml within the meamng of the Firearms S.L 19811155 (N .I. 
(Northern Ireland) Order 198], 2) . 

(b) is all accessory to such a fIrearm, 
(c) is a weapon designed Ot' adapted for the discharge of 

any thing, or 
(d) has the appearance of being one of the things described 

in paragraphs Ca) lO (c); 
"explosive" means anything which is-

(a) an the rllcanjng of the Explosives Act 1875c. 17. 
1875, or 

(b) an cxplosive substance within the meaning of the 
Explosive Substances Act 1883. 1883c. 3. 

(2) In this Act, references to things done in accordance with a 
demmmissioning scheme include to thi ngs done in accordance 
with. arrangemen ts provided for by a scheme. 

J l.(I) This Act may be cited the Northern Ireland Arms Sh(lrllill" .Ind 
Dccommissioning A<;t f097 . saving. 

(2) Nothing in Act shall any power Or' 
apart from th is Act in relation to (he institution or conduct of 

criminal procecdings, 
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