
. 
" \ \ ' . 

, , ' 

I, ', 

. ;. 

;' 

" ' : 

. " ', """:- -
, -

..uU V I U • r I IIIU I l ' lr 

I 
I 

HOUSE OF COMM NS 
( 

SW I A OA 

I 

Rt Hon Tony Blair MP 
10 Downing Street 
Lohdon SWIA 2AA 

, \ 

11f 7 
I 

i . 
I ' / 

Dear ; 
I 
• : I , 

As you acknowledged in the House last eek there are!' spects 
of your statement and 
missioning on which l must seek f rther pcogrf ' sand 
clarification. 

: I 
1. : The stateme.nt gives ;Sinn t chance to jo "n the, 

. ' I 
II se ttlement train" by $nding V'iolenc , failing h the' 

\ 
"trainll will move on them. Th"s necessarily j i 
that there is a time hich S i nn must 

1 ( 

declare that the is over. W at period o f :do 
, I L 

you have in mind'? DQ you intend 0 state pub f iclyi a : 
date by which must act? ' 

There are some clues in: the statement and the accomp ying 
, I ' 

documents but there not entire y Ypu 
referred to subst antive (talkS beg i nnin i n "early Sep ember , 
at the latest" whereas; the "possibl concl usions'" pap1er 

, 1 I I 

states a precise date nara1y 15 Septemb r '. Aga i n ftate-
medt and the Aide refer to " ome 6 weeks" \ s the 1 , , f 
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period for assessing any ; cease-fire, wh reas the 
text of the Aide Memoire' suggests a fi ed precise s:Lx week 
period. 

One interpretation of would be th t Sinn I will 
be given until 4 August. This we would to be 
pletely inappropriate tas it would ut Sinn Feiti in a 
privileged position a vis the emocratic pa ties , , 
presently in the talks, ;as Sinn Fein w uld be able 1? wa+ t 
,until the democrats had 'committed themselves, possib y to _ , 1 ' 

their detriment before deciding. \ 

i 
In any event there is in ; our view no ne d to give Sinn:tFein ( , . 
any further The mu ders and att 
murders since they received the Aide Memoire are a 5wer 

:J. • 

enough. 

2. There are concerns about the defi ition of a g uine 
\ 

cease-firs. The has used di ferent from 
time to time. Can we be assured that the Government wi11 

c i ; : 
insist on a genuinely complete and ermanent g cif 
violence? It will know pur reservation about menti?n ' ng ;a 
time period. Will the ; Government c suIt with uS:'1 and 
others, about the interpretation of any cease-fire 

I 

any invitation to Sinn Pein to enter th talks? , 
3. Is there really a 6: week period b :fore invol 
the talks as experience has shown that he bulk of the egQ-, 
tiations takes place a'way from the lenary? Ai4e 
M@mQire makes it clear immediatel a 

Fein would have to Minist rS I the dent 
Chairmen and to the building and ouid hold eral 
meetings with other Is any event sis-
tent with the idea of assessing the Is 
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genuine? How can participati n 
I , 

an invitation by the Secretary of Sta e , 
is there two periods oQs to assess th 
by a six week period? ! 

in the talks 
under the Or 
cease-fire followed 

, 

at the es ·in 4. Will the Government :make it clear 
"possible conclusions" cannot be used 
missioning of weapons as distinct from 
gotiating about decornmis'sioning . 

block actual , ecom-
erely talkinq r ne-

.I 

I note your statement in: reply to me th 
I 

"In respect of decommissioning , , s I made cl$ 
must be during the llegotiations. 1I col 853) 

and in reply to Andrew MP, 
11 decommissi6ning should happen 
negotiations." (col : 857), 

. , 
and in reply to Ken Maginnis MP, 

"As 1 made clear I has to be 
that happens during : the negotiatio S.1I (col 859) ,. 

I i 

it . 

the 
t 

I : 
thipg ' 

i 
J 

! I i 
The above comments are cpnsistent view that l I aral-
le1 decommissioning actually b parallel, 
decommissioning begins the talks continues ft : 
and is complete at the However th re is a problLj with : 
regard to the way in which you suggest this is to acp'eved. 

, t 
In reply to me you said, , 

and 

, 
"Obviously the comm,i ttee will dis uss the 
in which that is to ibe done." (col 853), 

in reply to William ijague MP you 

way 

"The timetable for : the negotiatip' s on 
decommissioning will be discussed y the that 

I will be established 11 (col 851) ; 
r . 
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I assume that the sugge$tion that we h ve to f1rst di CUS$ a 
I I 

timetable for negotidt/ons on decommi sioning is a . slip : of 
the tongue, and that both replies you were suggbsting 
that the committee will: discuss the w y in which 
sioning alongside will be done including a po sible 
timetable. 

This, however, raises the question a 
rnittee has any function lwtth regard to 

\ 

be a very serious ' problem if it 
procedures there be a suffici 
there is agreement inter al 
nationalists and the Irish government. 
the Irish government or the SDLP could 
the committee. As we believe that n 
Sinn Fein embarrassed by a request t 
then either could use these procedures 
any actual decommissionihq. It was fo 
have steadfastly opposed giving the c 
.other than being a mere conduit for inf 

! 
I 

· I 
to 'whether com-

decorrunissionin. . It 
! 

Under 
nt consensus ; nless 

a maj or,i 
I 

Consequently 
t i . e 0 any agreem 

ither wishes 
hand in a.ny l; 

to block . ; thIS reason t 
ittee any 

i I 

t . . . . . 
The terms of reference of the commi tt e as set out l ip the . 
"possihle conclusions" paper are ambiguous. : iJhife 
"consider" can imply no particula function ita 
discharged, If charged with assisting th im-

T j ' j I 
plies that there are things the commit ee must do. \ Ft is 
essential t.hat the committee is depriv d of any ability tc;> . 

I. 
block progress on 1 . 

I 

5. There is a need to avoid unnecess ry delay. You. will 
I ..,.. I . 

recall that last Tuesday !I referred to he delay in 
l'possible concluSions". ; That paper s ggests that /) 
formally established on the launch of t three 

• I gotiations, the Verification Commis$io would not act 
• I . 
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I commence work until ; those negoti tions 
Conunission's responsibilities as set out in the . ex 'im-
plies that several would then lapse be.fore 
mission would be in position to ctually receir e any 
weapons or supervise destruction , I 

I I This would be complete,ly unacceptabl. Last y the 
Secretary of State said that the Comm"ssion could ha 
and running "very quicklyrr. The . ommis-

I 

sion must be operational illImediately Substanti vie' ' talks 
occur until CommiSSion s in a on 

receive arms. ConsequeI).tly "possible 
to be clarified in such :a way as to re 

l ' onclusions " have 

i 
lect the Secret ry of' , . 

State's assurance to and to ensure that there PQS.-
sibility of obstruction.: 

J 
( 6. Setting up tbe Commission will 

repeatedly asked if the Government h 
ake time. have 

, 
possible members of the ' Commission. 

s yet 
e.rtainly it h i s I{ot : 

yet consulted with us as to the possi le members 
I : 

tu re of the Commission. i Such consultat "on is 
i \ 
1 , i I , 

i ' 

7. The Parliamentary may al be a probleki The 
Commission can only be by a statutory i ns:tfUIDe?t · 
after consultation with the Irish Gover ent. Has th;ai cop- ' 

bSUeltation taken place? : When will the statutory t · 
made? 

I: , 
, r 

The Decommissioning Schemes alf;;o requi e legiSlative : ' 
dures. When will the Order r Orders be f S ' 

respects the United Kiqgdom? In the Irish the 
, I, 

scheme must be made by 'Regulation. H there been ia a$-
surance as to the making of such Re ulations? a;af 
government taken account !of the excessi e delay in infl<>dUC-
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, 
ing and enacting the irish primary le islation? 

, , 
assured that there will: {lot be simila ly delays 
to the Regulations'? .. 

, 

clj we 

of the above can the timetable i n A.de 

8 there is also a need for a clear imetable for 
, 

ment. It is wholly inconsistent for t ere to be a ti . etable 
.ifor the negotiations W:i thout an equi alent e 
d:i.sarmaJIV;int. your p l edge hat there wiJ) be : no , 
exchange of conceSSions :for guns canno be guarant eed. Such 
a timetable cannot be left until after Sinn Fain ha$ joined 
the process for then disarmament will ot be parallei. 

9 The review mechanism: envisaged by fI ossible cone! ' ions n 
: I requires clarification. i The essence 0 the idea on. 

such a review there have to be consensus et .'rufii-
cient consensus for beyond t e review, 50 ittat iif 
there had been no, or progress on l' actual 

! I i . 
decommissioning the would aut matically h l t and 
remain halted until the necessary con idence had be n re-

. , ; 
stored. The wording of para. 6 of 11 ossible ioris" 
ill would need to reflect more clearly : i 

I: I 
In addition while two months may be an ppropriate per od to , 
review a process once it is 00 late for r: firjst 
review. The object of the exercise i to create and main-

I tain confidence. Such Conf i dence can ot be crea ted unti l , 
the is actual delivery or comes too lat we need to . reat e 

i an affective mechani sm oh or bout the 
1 . . 

ent ry: 0 ep-
j ': ; sure that confidence is 
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10 Will the government ensure that Si 
to deny i ts connection with t he IRA. 

i 

missible on the baSis of a 
by IRA . In this 
"possible need to be , 
reference to "the approach 
35" is insufficient. rt ! shoUld be clea 
is to parallel disarmament and that S 
itself to secure such 

Fein is not 
i s only ad-

: I 
d ament 

ent in 2 of 
larified. A bald 

in paras. :3f ancl 
that the 

:n must : Clomnlj, t 

Moreover, it m.ust be mage nn Fe i n wi 11 VB a 
commitment to the abseQce of and the df 
violence from the movement The genuine !dif-

( , ! 
ficultias encountered Loyalists rom and 
splinter groups must not be allowed to generate a o,f 
convenience for the IRA. I t is neces ary that gover:t?ment 
assure the parties of approach and that your 
last Tuesday that Sinn would have op he frof 
the talks in the event of IRA violence w 11 be carr i ed ut. 

I . , 
11 Can you assure us that there will e no further 'j" 

! . lngs I contacts, or any 0 her form of 1 
tiation with Sinn Fain. J was heartened the clear 

from Lord Richar ds ip the House ords last weefj but 
Northern Ireland Office briefings to press have am-

J t 

biguous, and despite, assurances gi n by the ary 
of State in the House tonight i there i reason t o believe 
that some contact, in to tha mentioned 
Secretary of State, continued after the urder on 16 

J 

, 
Finally, can I refer to commitments i 
the two governments, namely 

I 
"1. The two are resolute 
total disarmament of :a ll pa ramilitar 

7 

position pape of 
I, 
, . 

I' 
Y commi tted the 
organisati04S 1\ 
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